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Campaigning residents claim victory after road protests 

CHIEFS IN U-TURN 
ON SPEED CALMING 


Report by Richard Guttridge 


SPEED-CALMING measures 
are to be installed along a 
road in West Bromwich - 
just months after highways 
bosses said changes weren’t 
needed. 

Measures will be added along Ry- 
dding Lane in Hateley Heath in re¬ 
sponse to a long-running campaign by 
residents who were adamant action 
was needed. 

An electronically activated speed sign will be 
installed, while new markings will be painted 
on the road in an attempt to get drivers to slow 
down. The announcement signals a U-turn for 
Sandwell Council which had previously stated 
there was no evidence to suggest changes were 
necessary. 

A petition signed by more than 40 people liv¬ 
ing in the street was handed to the council in 
March. They maintained there had been a num¬ 
ber of crashes along the road - which is near 
a roundabout joining onto Hydes Road - and 
favoured speed humps as a solution. 

Injury 

A council investigation found that there had 
been no accidents that caused injury in the 
street during the last five years and that the 
only time someone had been hurt was when a 
passenger on a bus fell backwards when it had 
to brake sharply because of an overtaking car. 

However, bosses have now confirmed altera¬ 
tions will be made. 

Under the changes, ‘slow’ markings will be 
painted on the road on the approach to the 
roundabout and the exit onto Rydding Lane. A 
sign which flashes the 30mph speed limit when 
drivers are approaching above that speed will 
also be added. Hatch markings will be painted 
on the road at the roundabout to visibly reduce 
the width of the carriageway. Speed humps are 
not included in the plans. 

Hateley Heath councillor Patricia Davies 
has backed campaigners in their bid for action 
and said she was pleased highways bosses had 
changed their minds. 

She said: “Along with my colleagues I have 
been fighting for some sort of traffic control and 
calming, there have been accidents down there. 
Anything that will help cut speeding and acci¬ 
dents down there has got to be advantageous. 

“The residents have done an amazing job. I 
have sat with them when they have been dis¬ 
cussing it and I think they have thought about 
it, decided to look again and that’s why they 
have changed their mind and tried to help with 
the speeding.” 


LIBRARY’S LATEST VISITOR IS GNOME-WARD BOUND 



Supervisor Nicola Walker with the gnome which it is hoped will help to bring in more visitors to Great Barr library 


TO a lot of people his origins remain un¬ 
gnome. But to staff at Great Barr library, 
they are hoping he will bring the centre much 
needed attention. 

A five foot gnome - now affectionately 
called ‘Barry’ - has popped up outside the li¬ 
brary, much to the puzzlement of passers-by. 

It was crafted by Senior Library Supervi¬ 
sor Nicola Morris, who was commissioned to 
make the figure by her colleagues. 

Staff are hoping the gnome will bring in 
more people, at a time when libraries across 
the region are faced with government cuts. 


Libraries in Sandwell have been set to be 
run by more volunteers as part of cost-cutting 
plans aimed at saving sites from closing. 

Tamar Rodney, Senior Supervisor for West 
Bromwich North Libraries, said: “We asked 
Nicola to make it as she has got a degree in 
graphics and art. It’s just something fun, it 
fits in with the seasons and it is to get people 
interested.” 

The gnome is made from papier mache and 
features a long white beard, with a tall red 
pointed hat and a jumper made from patterns 
of the Union Jack flag. Tamar added: “We will 


dress him up for different seasons. We will 
dress him up with the Black Country flag. He 
can be a mascot for our library. The idea is 
people come in and take photos of the gnome 
and get it on social media.” 

The hashtag #selfiewithgnomie has been 
used on Twitter for shots of the gnome. 

The gnome is the first of the festive events 
happening across Sandwell libraries. A win¬ 
ter fair is taking place this Saturday at Great 
Barr library and Hamstead library. 

For more information, visit www.sandwell. 
gov.uk/libraries or contact 0121 3571340. 


ROYALS 

Security is stepped 
up for Queen’s visit 

A ‘RING of steel’ was created in Birming¬ 
ham to ensure The Queen’s most high 
profile public appearance since the Paris 
terror attacks passed smoothly. 

Armed police were on the streets last 
Thursday in view of commuters and shop¬ 
pers. 

West Midlands Police and British Trans¬ 
port Police said the policing operation had 
been a success after procedures were re¬ 
viewed late before the visit to the second 
city. 

• On track - Page 8 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Ray gets skates 
on for lights role 

WEDNESBURY Christmas lights will be 
switched on by former Dancing on Ice 
champion Ray Quinn. 

The fun will begin in Wednesbury 
town centre from 4pm tomorrow, Fri¬ 
day. There will be festive performances 
from local artists and schools along¬ 
side Santa’s grotto. 

Ray rose to prominence when he ap¬ 
peared as in the Channel 4 soap opera 
Brookside, from 2000 to 2003. He then 
went on to compete in The X Factor in 
2006, runner-up to Leona Lewis. 


LEISURE 

Five-a-side centre is 
up for grabs at £1m 

A FIVE-A-SIDE football centre in the Black 
Country has been put up for sale for £1 
million. But the future of football at Goals 
Soccer Centre in Rowley Regis has been 
assured despite the potential changeover. 

Goals has a 55-year lease to host foot¬ 
ball at the centre in Cakemore Road, which 
is a favourite with five-a-side teams in the 
area. The centre is due to be put up for 
auction on December 8 and carries a 
guide price of £1 million. Goals currently 
pays nearly £52,000 a year in rent. 

The site covers 4.3 acres and features 
12 football pitches as well as a sports pa¬ 
vilion and large car park. 
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Victim waives anonymity over attack 



Kaylee Wildman 


A WOMAN who was raped as a teen¬ 
ager in a graveyard on Boxing Day 11 
years ago has waived her right to an¬ 
onymity in an effort to help catch the 
attacker. 

Kaylee Wildman was 17 when the 
attack happened as she walked home 
from a post-Christmas night out with 
friends in Wednesbury. 

She had been walking on the Walsall 
Road and into Brunswick Park Road 
when she was approached by the man, 
who forced her to walk into the grave¬ 
yard at Wood Green Cemetery, near to 
Brunswick Park. 

He threatened to stab her if she did 
not comply and then raped her. The at¬ 
tacker told her not to look at him and 
began to cry, saying he did not know 
what he was doing. Kaylee escaped and 


raised the alarm at a nearby petrol sta¬ 
tion. 

Now, a £5,000 reward has been put 
up by Crimestoppers in an attempt 
to catch the attacker, who struck at 
around 11pm on December 26, 2004. 
Kaylee, who is now 28, said: “It is mas¬ 
sively important that I can finally put 
a close to this incident and see justice 
done. I am continuously in fear of com¬ 
ing into contact with the offender with¬ 
out knowing, or something happening 
to another woman as he has not yet 
been locked away. 

“I have suffered with post-traumatic 
stress disorder as a direct result of the 
offence. I have only just completed 
treatment for this and am trying to 
move on with my life but I feel I cannot 
overcome what happened until some¬ 


one is identified and held to account for 
what they did. There could be people 
out there who suspect their friend or 
even their family member is responsi¬ 
ble. Were they acting odd at the time? 
Were they upset or evasive on that Box¬ 
ing Day in December 2004..” 

Pauline Hadley, Regional Manager 
for Crimestoppers in the West Mid¬ 
lands, said: “This was a horrific attack 
on a young girl, which has haunted her 
for many years.” The attacker was de¬ 
scribed as being between the ages of 17 
and 20 at the time of the incident, and 
will now be in his late 20s or early 30s. 
He spoke with a local ‘Wednesbury’ ac¬ 
cent. 

Anyone with information should call 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 
555111. 


Taxi drivers hit out 
at traffic ban plans 

PLANS to ban all traffic other 
than buses and bicycles from 
using a busy street in West Bro¬ 
mwich have been met with ob¬ 
jections from taxi drivers. 

New Street, near New Square shop¬ 
ping centre and Sandwell College’s 
Central Sixth, could become a bus and 
cycle only route if council bosses agree 
under latest proposals which are due 
to be discussed at committee today. 

But opposition has hooded in - par¬ 
ticularly from taxi firms who would be 
barred from using the route under the new 
scheme. Twenty objections have been put 
forward from taxi and private hire drivers, 
members of the Access Alliance, residents 
and taxi businesses. 

Drivers claim neighbouring borough 
councils allow taxis to use bus lanes and 
the changes would increase journey times, 
fares and make is difficult to transport dis¬ 
abled and elderly passengers. 

Further concerns were raised about add¬ 
ing congestion to other routes, and an in¬ 
crease fuel costs and emissions. 

Restrictions 

CCTV cameras would be erected to po¬ 
lice the stretch of road. A final decision on 
the proposals will be made at a Highways 
and Environment Decision Making Session 
on Thursday. A report for the committee 
states: “The current restrictions can only 
be enforced by West Midlands Police. 

“The proposed bus-only street order can 
be enforced by Sandwell Council with auto¬ 
mated CCTV enforcement. This is the only 
practical and efficient means of reserving 
the town square for pedestrians, cyclists 
and buses. Automated CCTV enforcement 
relies on recording the registration plate of 
vehicles and cannot distinguish between 
private hire vehicles that are on call or in 
private use. There are thousands of private 
hire vehicles licensed across the Midlands.” 

According to new figures, banning ve¬ 
hicles other than buses would reduce the 
number of vehicles crossing the town 
square on a Saturday by around 2,500 - 
from around 3,164 to 580. 



The silver Vauxhall stands on only two wheels having mounted the Ford as its driver attempted to reverse park 


A BOTCHED attempt to reverse 
park ended up with one car mount¬ 
ing another in Rowley Regis, and 
the whole thing was caught on 
camera. The silver Vauxhall end¬ 
ed up on just two wheels with the 
other two resting on the side of the 
dark blue Ford in Fallowfield Road. 

The driver’s window of the Ford 
was smashed in the process, but no- 
one was injured. 

A picture of the incident was 
tweeted by Haden Cross Fire Sta¬ 
tion with the message: “Please be 


careful where you park your car. 
All ended without injury.” An off- 
duty fireman who happened to be at 
the scene at the time, first alerted 
emergency services to the situation 
when he saw an elderly man, who 
was driving the Vauxhall, attempt 
to reverse park behind the Ford. 

He watched in horror as the 
driver managed to mount the 
parked car, smashing through the 
driver’s side window in the process. 

A fire crew from Haden Cross 
along with one ambulance and a 


police car attended the scene at 
around 9.50am last Wednesday. 

Cliff Page, from Haden Cross 
Fire Station, said: “We received a 
call on Wednesday morning from 
an off-duty fireman who was down 
at the scene on Fallowfield Road. 
The Vauxhall had in fact mounted 
the parked Ford. Fortunately he 
was not trapped in the car and 
managed to get out by the time the 
fire crew and ambulance arrived. 

“We’re still unsure as to how it 
exactly happened.” 


Group nets 
£400 grant 
to coach 
youngsters 

A COMMUNITY group which helps pro¬ 
vide young people with football coaching 
and games has been awarded cash to 
boost its work. 

West Bromwich-based initiative, 
Chances, received £400 grant in the Po¬ 
lice Mutual’s national community spon¬ 
sorship programme, Force for Good. 

Chances is one of 10 community pro¬ 
jects across the West Midlands to receive 
charitable contributions from Police Mu¬ 
tual. It was set up in 2010 to give young¬ 
sters ‘chances’, saying it would offer 
events where there was little on offer in 
a bid to curb crime and anti-social be¬ 
haviour. After starting with just 30 boys, 
the organisation now attracts 400 young 
people aged from six to 16. 

It runs between three and four ses¬ 
sions per week with approximately 200 
children taking part in each. 

Police officer, Najrul Ahmed, nomi¬ 
nated Chances which is run by Moham¬ 
med Ahmed-Rafique and a further eight 
volunteer football coaches in recognition 
of their commitment despite having full 
time jobs and busy family lives. 

In the last five years the local commu¬ 
nity has reported a change, with fewer 
complaints about disruptive children. 

Mr Ahmed-Rafique said: “In the 
five years that we have been running 
Chances, we have visibly identified posi¬ 
tive changes in individual children’s at¬ 
titudes and behaviour. The £400 grant 
will go towards equipment such as foot¬ 
balls and nets which are desperately 
needed to support the rapid growth in 
participants.” 

Oak House is all 
set for Christmas 

OAK House Museum opens its doors for 
its first Christmas event on Thursday 3 
December, with a concert by local singer 
Ian Casey. 

The Oak House will be decorated tra¬ 
ditionally for Christmas and lit by can¬ 
dlelight for you to visit and look around 
from 6pm before the concert starts at 
7pm. 

Jessica Hoyle, visitor services officer 
said: “The Oak House is becoming a 
wonderful venue for local music in the 
area and the historic building looks 
amazing decorated for Christmas.’’Tick¬ 
ets are available to book by calling the 
Oak House on 0121 553 0759, tickets 
cost £7 (£6 concessions) and a bar is 
available selling a selection of drinks. 

For other Christmas events, visit 
www .sandwell. gov.uk/ museumevents 

Links to the past 
with library events 

FRIENDS of the Women Chainmakers 
is holding a free event at Cradley Heath 
library on Tuesday, with two showings 
of the short film Nothing To Lose at 
2pm and 5pm, and the chance for people 
to tell their stories of ancestors in the 
industry. Mince pies will be available. 
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Councillor's 
son welcomes 
decision to 
drop charge 

THE son of a senior Sandwell coun¬ 
cillor has welcomed a decision to take 
no further action against him as part 
of a police investigation into council 
land deals. 

Azeem Hafeez, the son of Sandwell 
Council’s former deputy leader Mah- 
boob Hussain, was arrested as part of 
a probe into the sale of former council 
properties. Mr Hafeez was arrested at 
an address in Oldbury on April 1. He 
was on police bail while the investiga¬ 
tion continued. 

West Midlands Police confirmed 
Mr Fafeez, aged 30, has now been re¬ 
leased without charge. But the force 
confirmed that a wider investigation 
was ongoing into the property deals 
involving the council. These allega¬ 
tions claimed normal processes and 
procedures were not followed in re¬ 
lation to the sale of some redundant 
public toilets. 

The toilets concerned are under¬ 
stood to be in Albert Street, Oldbury; 
Jervoise Lane, Stone Cross and the 
Shambles, Wednesbury. 

Pleased 

Labour-run Sandwell Council said 
it would co-operate with the police 
investigation when it began last Octo¬ 
ber. In a statement, Mr Hafeez, said: 
“I’m very pleased that West Midlands 
Police have informed me that I will 
face no further action following my 
questioning earlier this year. 

“I wish to stress that contrary 
to what was widely reported at the 
time my questioning did not relate 
to the sale or purchase of any former 
Sandwell Council properties.” 

Oldbury ward councillor Mr Hus¬ 
sain stood down as chairman of the 
council’s asset management and land 
disposal committee last October. In 
September Councillor Hussain apolo¬ 
gised after it was revealed that he had 
failed to declare a business interest in 
Five Star Taxis which was awarded 
contracts by Sandwell Council. 

Councillor Hussain declined to com¬ 
ment at this stage. Sandwell Council 
declined to comment further. 

Camp dear-up to 
cost thousands 

THE cost of a clear-up after travellers 
left playing fields in West Bromwich 
will run into thousands of pounds, a 
council boss has said. 

Travellers set up an illegal camp 
on Churchfields playing fields, just 
off Newton Road. They destroyed the 
football pitches, causing all matches 
to be called off over the weekend of 
November 7 and 8. 

Councillor Paul Moore, cabi¬ 
net member for regeneration said: 
“There has been considerable damage 
to fencing around the site and a tree 
was sawn off at the base. We are cur¬ 
rently calculating the cost of repairs, 
but it’s likely to run into thousands 
of pounds. Our grounds maintenance 
team have been working hard to get 
the site back in shape.” 


Poundland shares slide as profits fall 


NEWS IN BRIEF 



SHARES in Poundland fell by as 
much as a fifth after the Willen- 
hall-based chain revealed a sharp 
drop in profits for the first half of its 
year. 

Pre-tax profits were down by more 
than a quarter, to £9.3 million from 
£12.6m a year ago. Chief executive 
Jim McCarthy said this was due to 
higher costs of Poundland’s expansion 
in Spain and its figures had suffered 
in comparison to its unexpectedly 
strong performance last year, partly 
boosted by the loom bands craze. 

At the same time Poundland is 


braced for its most important Christ¬ 
mas period in years in the wake of its 
£55 million takeover of 99p Stores. 

Mr McCarthy said the £l-for- 
everything chain was waiting to as¬ 
sess the impact of Black Friday on 
shopping patterns over Christmas, 
but said trading so far had been ‘vol¬ 
atile”. He said: “We have seen some 
weeks that have been up and weeks 
that have gone the other way. It 
makes me a little bit nervous.” 

Investors were unhappy with the 
profit fall and recent sales figures, and 
shares in the group fell 20 per cent at 


one stage to their lowest since the 
company floated on the stock market 
last year. Meanwhile Poundland has 
launched its own small scale Black 
Friday sale, offering kitchenware and 
Akai headphones online. 

Overall sales were up 5.6 per cent, 
at £561 million, although on a like- 
for-like basis - stripping out the im¬ 
pact of new stores - they were down 
2.8 per cent. But the firm said the 
success seen in the 20 99p Stores so 
far converted to Poundlands meant it 
was now expected to have nearly all 
the 252 stores converted by April. 


£35111 drug cash gang 

members are jailed 


SIXTEEN members of a £35 million drugs 
money laundering racket have been jailed for 
a combined total of 73 years. 

Crime syndicates across the country laundered 
their narcotics cash through the network headed by 
Harpal Singh Gill from Smethwick. 

Gill, aged 67, of Wall Close, set up a number of bogus cloth¬ 
ing and textile companies to disguise the operation. False in¬ 
voices helped the network launder more than £35m between 


May 2007 and May 2013, the 
National Crime Agency re¬ 
vealed. 

He recruited his son, Man- 
jit Gill, aged 40, from George 
Road, Edgbaston, a singer 
who is also known as Foji 
Gill, to take on the role of di¬ 
rector for a number of com¬ 
panies. 

Gill and his son were sen¬ 
tenced for money laundering 
offences in March this year 
after being found guilty at 
Birmingham Crown Court, 
receiving 11 years and five 
years in prison respectively. 

The full scale of the en¬ 
terprise was revealed after 
the last four members of the 
network were sentenced at 
court. Shafak Mohammed, 
45, of Russells Hall Road, 
Dudley, who headed a bogus 
company and was found 
guilty of money laundering, 
was sentenced to 21 months 
in prison. 

Sukhvinder Singh Dos- 
anjh, 41, of Birmingham 
Road, Walsall, would meet 
up with couriers bringing 
money from other criminal 
groups. He was sentenced to 
five and a half years in prison 
after being found guilty of 
money laundering. 

Gill employed his friend 
and accountant, Gurpreet 
Singh Roewal, aged 50, from 
Lyndon Road, Solihull, who 
received eight years in jail 
after being found guilty of 
money laundering. He ad¬ 
vised Gill how to stay under 
the radar of HM Revenue 


By Richard Guttridge 

and Customs. The other 
members of the network 
jailed were mother-of-two 
Smita Gareja, aged 48, 
from Applesham Close, Bir¬ 
mingham, who received 27 
months. Gurdev Singh Gill, 
60, and Tarandeep Singh 
Gill, 28, of Leicester, were 
sentenced to five-and-a-half 
years each after being found 
guilty of money laundering. 

Baldip Singh Bains, 36, of 
Crookham Close, Birming¬ 
ham got four years after 
being found guilty of money 
laundering. Mohammed Per- 
vez, 40, of Solihull, laundered 
more than £3m, getting 
seven years after pleading 
guilty to money laundering. 
Prakash Chauhan, 55, of 
Addison Road, Kings Heath, 
was jailed for five and a half 
years for the same charge. 

Ranjeev Singh Rai, 33, of 
Dovehouse Lane, Solihull 
pleaded guilty to money 
laundering and was sen¬ 
tenced to three years and 
seven months. James Coul- 
son, 28, from Liverpool, was 
jailed for 27 months and 
Andrew Wilson, 60, from 
Bedworth, was given a nine 
month suspended sentence. 
They both admitted possess¬ 
ing criminal property. San- 
tokh Singh Sangha, 62, from 
Leicester was jailed for three 
years and Sarup Singh Par- 
mar, 65, from Sparkhill was 
jailed for 29 months, both 
guilty of money laundering. 



The wreckage of a car after it hit a signpost in Hagley Road, Edgbaston, on Sunday 


Man fights for life after crash 


A MAN is in a critical condition after the car 
he was driving smashed into a signpost in Bir¬ 
mingham city centre. The man, believed to be 
in his 30s, was found unconscious and ‘hanging 
half out’ of his car after the smash. 

Debris was thrown across the pavement and 
road after the crash happened near to the Five 
Ways junction. It is believed the car crashed 
head-on into the signpost sparking a rescue bid 
from emergency services. The crash happened 
on the A456 Hagley Road, in Edgbaston, oppo¬ 
site Morrisons supermarket. 

It happened at around 10pm on Sunday 
evening partially blocking the roadway and 
pavement in the aftermath. Firefighters from 
Highgate and Ladywood went to the scene to 
help the driver from the wreckage. 

Crews used hydraulic cutting equipment to 
free the man, who had suffered multiple seri¬ 


ous injuries to his head and other limbs. Am¬ 
bulance service officials say no other vehicles 
are believed to have been involved in the crash. 

West Midlands Ambulance Service spokes¬ 
man Jamie Arrowsmith said: “The car had 
suffered significant damage in the collision and 
the man, who was unconscious, was hanging 
half out of it on arrival. In order to completely 
free him parts of the interior had to be cut 
away. It quickly became apparent he had suf¬ 
fered multiple serious injuries. 

“As well as a significant head injury he also 
had fractures to both of his arms and a leg. He 
was immobilised and had a pelvic binder ap¬ 
plied before quickly being transported to the 
nearby Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Birming¬ 
ham. Sadly, the man’s injuries are thought to 
be extremely serious. It is not believed that 
there were any other vehicles involved.” 


Clothes Show call 
to dress stylishly 

THE Clothes Show is encouraging 
people to wear their most stylish out¬ 
fits on the opening day of the show. 

On Friday, December 4, style scouts 
will be on the hunt to find the most 
fashionable visitors to the NEC. 

Thoss selected will be invited to the 
Image Catwalk to collect a VIP goody 
bag and to an exclusive backstage 
meet and greet with one of celebrities 
from the show. 

The show, which runs to December 
8 will feature top fashion brands and 
will feature music acts such as Rae 
Morris, Ella Eyre and Charli XCX. 

Old Hill switching 
on to Christmas 

FAIRGROUND rides, stalls and chil¬ 
dren’s characters are some of the 
activities in store during a town’s 
Christmas lights switch on. 

Old Hill is preparing for the fes¬ 
tive fixture hosted from Holy Trinity 
church, in Halesowen Road, on Satur¬ 
day. Characters Olaf and Sven, from 
Disney film Frozen, will be joining 
Santa at the event. 

The fun will begin at 3.30pm and 
will run through until 6pm. 

Santa is expected to arrive in Old 
Hill on the Rotary sleigh in time for 
the lights switch-on at 5pm. 

Festive fair in 
aid of church 

A FUNDRAISING Christmas fair 
takes place in West Bromwich on 
Saturday in aid of Wesley Methodist 
Church. The annual event starts at 
the High Street church at 11am 

Among the stalls will be those sell¬ 
ing cakes, pickles, gifts, jewellery and 
fancy goods. There will also be games, 
a white elephant stall, tombola and 
much more, with refreshments on 
offer, including bacon and egg baps. 

For further information, contact 
Beryl Price, on 01922 635891. 

Profits and sales 
up for food group 

A BLACK Country ethnic food group 
enjoyed increased sales and profit for 
its last financial year. East End Foods, 
which is based in West Bromwich, saw 
turnover up £3.3 million to £176.6m 
for the year to the end of April. 

Pre-tax profits for the group, which 
specialises in Indian delicacies and 
stocks more than 1,200 product lines 
increased from £4.3m to £4.5m. East 
End says it expects the growth to con¬ 
tinue through greater efficiency and 
new product development. 

Hippodrome to go 

DUDLEY Hippodrome will be bull¬ 
dozed and replaced with an open pub¬ 
lic space under latest council plans set 
to mark the final curtain for the town 
landmark. 

New proposals to knock down the 
historic theatre in Castle Hill have 
been unveiled by Dudley Council - de¬ 
spite a lengthy battle by campaigners 
to see it restored to its former glory. 
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FREE SECURITY CHECKS 
DON’T DELAY CALL NOW! 

• COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL 
• LIGHTING/CCTV/LOCKS • KEY CUTTING SERVICE 


24HR Emergency Number 

07834 882294 


SAFES SUPPLIED 
AND FITTED 


132 Walsall Road, West Bromwich B713HP 
www.wednesburylockandsafe.co.uk 
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2. Vast majority of work comes from recommendation^ 

— 3. FREE home design service, we listen to you and 

design to your requirements 

V 4. Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles 

sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry’ we ’ 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
We project manage from start to finish 
We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating. 



NOWON 1ST FLOOR OFBMUAMS SALES & LETTINGS 


Opening Times: Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm, Saturday 10am - 2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun, Other Times By Appointment 

Tel: 0121 588 5737 j 


The Home Improvement Specialist 

hKaLHomEoaiE 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3JS 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER 

RHODES 



THE massacres in France? I am torn 
between two opinions, the liberal and the 
biblical. The liberal is the one that goes, we 
in the West are partly to blame for the mad¬ 
ness of the Middle East. We must therefore 
sit down and talk with Islamic State, just as 
we have talked to other psychopathic mur¬ 
derers in the past, from the Mau Mau to 
the IRA, to work out some long-term set¬ 
tlement and a happy ending. The biblical 
view is that there can be no happy ending. 
The tribes of the Middle East have been 
smiting each other for thousands of years; 
the killing began long before they saw a 
British, French or American face. The bor¬ 
ders of Islam have always been marked by 
blood and today’s militant Islam is incapa¬ 
ble of living at peace with itself, let alone 
with its neighbours. It has nothing to dis¬ 
cuss and there is nothing to negotiate be¬ 
cause its aim is our utter destruction. The 
“hostages” taken in a Paris theatre were 
no such thing; they were taken not for bar¬ 
gaining but for slaughter. We should there¬ 
fore do the Old Testament thing and smite 
our enemies with a vengeance. For every 
one of us they kill, we kill 1,000 of theirs. 
Every suicide vest detonated in the West 
will be repaid, not merely with precision 
smart bombs but with every weapon in our 
armoury, including those no-one likes to 
mention. The biblical solution is to rain fire 
and brimstone on Islamic State and turn its 
strongholds into puddles of molten sand. 


DONALD Trump who, heaven forbid, 
might one day become President of the 
United States, says the Paris massacre 
would have turned out differently if the 
French were allowed to carry guns. Can 
you imagine the 
carnage if 100 
handgun-toting 
concert-goers 
had whipped 
out their Mag¬ 
nums and cut 
loose in a dark, 
crowded the¬ 
atre? Terror¬ 
ism is scary 
enough but no less terrifying 
is how many adult Americans cannot tell 
the difference between real life and Holly¬ 
wood. 



AS the week’s horrific events in France 
unfolded, the many TV and radio inter¬ 
views reminded us once again how many 
ordinary French folk speak excellent Eng¬ 
lish, and how few Brits can manage to 
string the simplest sentence together in 
any foreign language. 

WHEN it was announced that British 
storms would soon be getting their own 
names, no-one told us to brace ourselves 
for American names. Having been battered 
by Barney, can we look forward to Chuck, 
Dwight, Ellie-May, Frankie, Geraldo and 
Homer? 


THE latest Strictly Come Dancing 
(BBC1) was a puzzle. I can’t remember 
seeing so many grown-up people getting 
so excited about going to Blackpool. May¬ 
be they hadn’t been before. 


Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


Poor figures for hospital in survey 


JUST half the staff at a Black Coun¬ 
try hospital would want their friends 
or family to be looked after there 
- and even fewer would want them 
to work there, a new survey has re¬ 
vealed. 

The number of workers at most 
hospital trusts in the Black Country 
and Staffordshire that would recom¬ 
mend their sites is below the national 
average. And in Walsall just 51 per 


cent said they would want loved ones 
to be admitted to the Manor Hospi¬ 
tal, and 44 per cent would recom¬ 
mend working there. 

Meanwhile only 45 per cent of staff 
recommended working at Sandwell 
Hospital, compared to 47 per cent at 
Dudley’s Russells Hall. The national 
average is 63 per cent. 

When asked if they would be happy 
if their friends or family were admit¬ 


ted to Sandwell, 67 per cent sad they 
would, compared to 77 per cent for 
Dudley, while in Wolverhampton it 
was 79 per cent. University Hospital 
of North Midlands NHS Trust was 
top locally with 83 per cent. The na¬ 
tional average is 79 per cent. 

It comes as 200 staff at Sandwell 
and West Birmingham NHS Trust 
face the axe in the next year, which 
bosses admit has affected morale. 


More than 4,000 staff were ques¬ 
tioned across the five trusts.In 
Sandwell the job losses are the next 
phase of wider plans by Sandwell and 
West Birmingham Hospitals Trust 
to cut around 1,400 posts over five 
years. Bosses are looking to scrap 
205 ‘whole time equivalent’ positions 
by March 2016 - but say around 260 
workers are expected to be affected 
by the move. 


Average driving speeds 
fall to under 14 mph 


By Peter Madeley 


COMMUTERS are spending 
more time stuck in traffic 
jams as the average rush 
hour speed plummets to less 
than 14mph, new figures 
have revealed. 

Motorists in the West Midlands 
have got used to the misery of 
clogged roads, but official data 
from the Department of Trans¬ 
port shows that many journeys in 
the region are a fifth slower than 
they were a year ago. 

Rush hour speeds were down to 
13.9mph on average in the 12 months 
to September 2015 - a drop of 22.3 per 
cent from the previous year. 

And nine of the worst performing 
A-roads were in the Black Country, 
with nine routes seeing an average 
speed of less than 13mph. 

The figures have sparked calls for 
toll charges to be scrapped on the M6 
Toll to free up the region’s commuter 
routes. Others describe the figures 
as ‘am embarrassment to the Black 
Country’. The A4030 southbound 
through Smethwick had the lowest 
average speed in the region, with 
drivers crawling along at a snail-paced 
8.7mph during the morning commute. 

Bhanu Dhir, head of policy of the 
Black Country Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, has called on the West Mid¬ 
lands Combined Authority to take 
action. “We see a priority of the com¬ 
bined authority being better capacity 
and capability from our public trans¬ 
port infrastructure making it a much 
more attractive proposition than it is 
now,” he added. 

“Furthermore we look forward to 
working with them to lobby the Sec¬ 
retary of State for Transport to make 
better use of strategic assets such as 
the M6 Toll so it functions better to 
relieve the pressure on local roads. 

“We need more imagination and 
determination and the private sector 
will play its part in making improve¬ 
ments to what is frankly an embar¬ 
rassment to the Black Country.” 

The A34 at Great Barr was another 
slow run, with average speeds down 
22.7 per cent from the previous year 
at 9.2mph. 


Message of friendship on parade 




VIBRANT colours, gener¬ 
ations of families coming 
together and a message of 
friendship in troubled times 
- thousands of people in 
Sandwell took part in a cel¬ 
ebration marking the birth¬ 
day of the founder of the 
Sikh religion. 

Members of the Sikh com¬ 
munity paraded through 
West Bromwich and Smeth¬ 
wick to honour Guru Nanak 
Dev Ji on Sunday. 

Roads were closed to 
allow the colourful display 
to make its way through the 
streets during a four-hour 
journey with some worship¬ 
pers walking in bare feet. 

And the brisk winter tem¬ 
peratures failed to deter 
crowds that turned out to 
watch the procession mark¬ 
ing a highlight of the Sikh 
calender. 

Members of eight gurd- 
waras in the borough took 
part linking the towns in 
celebration with around 
15,000 people thought to 
have joined the parade. 

Organisers, who are part 
of Sandwell Sikh Council, 
were delighted with the 
turnout and the streets 
flooded by people. 

Parmjit Singh Dhil- 
lion, the president of the 
Baba Sang Ji Gurdwara in 
Smethwick, said it had been 
a positive event in the wake 
of recent overseas terror at¬ 
tacks. 

“The event is a force for 
good in these times.” 

The parade is known as 
Nagar Kir tan and is jointly 
organised between the eight 
gurdwaras. 

People began gathering at 
the Guru Har Rai Gurdwara 
in George Street, West Bro¬ 
mwich, at around 10am and 
finished in Smethwick High 
Street around 2pm. 


Extra time 
in jail for 
'predator' 
in appeal 

A ‘MANIPULATIVE’ predator who 
physically and sexually abused two 
young girls will spend an extra six 
weeks behind bars after top judges 
described a bid to clear his name as a 
waste of time. 

Paul Oakley burned one of his vic¬ 
tims with a lighter and held her head 
underwater, and beat the other with 
a rolled-up newspaper, as well as mo¬ 
lesting both of them. 

Oakley, aged 51, of Bearwood Road, 
Smethwick, was jailed for 12 years at 
Birmingham Crown Court in Febru¬ 
ary after being found guilty of two 
counts of child cruelty and three of 
indecent assault. 

Last week he launched a bid to 
challenge his convictions at London’s 
Criminal Appeal Court. 

But his appeal was rejected as being 
‘totally without merit’ and he was or¬ 
dered to serve another six weeks in 
prison for wasting the court’s time. 
The court heard Oakley committed 
the offences in the 1990s. 

During the trial, jurors were told he 
had a previous conviction dating back 
to 1999 for similar offences against 
different victims. 

In written appeal documents, he 
argued this caused overwhelming 
prejudice to his case and denied him 
a fair trial. However, dismissing his 
appeal, Judge Leonard said there was 
no error in the way the trial judge 
handled the earlier conviction. 

Jail for robber 
and kidnapper 

A ROBBER who kidnapped his vic¬ 
tim before stealing his mobile phone, 
designer belt and watch has been 
jailed for five years. Hussain Ahmed 
targeted the 22-year-old as he walked 
across a car park on Pershore Street 
in Birmingham city centre at around 
6.15am on June 28 last year. 

The victim was punched in the ribs, 
driven around for approximately 20 
minutes and then kicked out on to 
a street in Small Heath. He was left 
with minor injuries. 

His Omega watch, worth £2,000, 
was stolen, along with his Hermes 
belt, iPhone and bank card. 

The 26-year-old, from Barrow Lane 
in Sheldon, denied kidnap and rob¬ 
bery but was found guilty after a trial 
at Birmingham Crown Court. He was 
jailed for five years on November 10. 

All change as £2m 
heart centre opens 

HEART attack patients from 
Sandwell will be treated at a new £2 
million department five miles away at 
Birmingham’s City Hospital after the 
move came into force on Sunday. 

Chiefs defended the move, saying 
the former system of services based 
on two sites was ‘unsatisfactory’. It 
comes ahead of the creation of the 
new Midland Metropolitan Hospital 
in 2018. 
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A Rainbow through the clouds... 
Looking after Clients for 15 years 
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m: 07710 434223 


All work project managed from start to finish 



from Concept Blinds 


Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 
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• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 
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Open Seven Days a Week 
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FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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Resurgent 
HomeServe 
to bring in 
more jobs 

WALSALL-BASED home repairs 
company HomeServe is set to create 
around 300 new jobs over the next 12 
months. 

The business, which has put past 
issues over customer service and 
mis-selling firmly behind it, has taken 
on 180 new people in the UK over the 
past 12 months out of 300 in total 
around the world. 

Chief executive Richard Harpin 
said a similar level of new jobs - at 
least half in the UK - was expected 
over the next 12 months including a 
significant number of engineers. The 
past year’s recruitment is on top of 
150 gas engineers added to the group 
with its recent £8 million purchase 
of Home Energy Services, a heating 
business based in Nottingham. 

HomeServe, which has its head¬ 
quarters at Cable Drive, is also spon¬ 
sor of the shirts and main stand at 
Walsall FC. “We are delighted that 
they are doing so well this season at 
the same time as we are on the rise,” 
Mr Harpin, said. 

HomeServe saw its pre-tax profits 
fall from £25.3m to £21.3m despite 
a more than £20m rise in revenue to 
£262.3m and an increase in customers 
worldwide from 5.9 million to 6.6m in 
the six months to the end of Septem¬ 
ber. 

Mr Harpin said profits would have 
been higher but for the strength of the 
euro which impacted on its European 
operation. HomeServe now employs 
3,900 people - 2,000 in the UK - in¬ 
cluding 1,200 at its Walsall head office 
and 600 directly employed engineers. 

Man breaks leg 
in canal plunge 

A MAN suffered a broken leg af¬ 
ter sliding down a steep slope and 
into a canal. The accident happened 
near Rolfe Street Railway Station in 
Smethwick last Tuesday. 

The man, who is in his 30s, man¬ 
aged to pull himself on to a barge on 
the other side of the canal despite his 
injuries. 

West Midlands Ambulance Service 
was called at 9.45am. 

Ambulance spokesman John 
Hawker said: “Crews worked with 
the fire service to gain access to the 
patient who was on the boat on the 
other side of the canal, which was in¬ 
accessible. The man was then carried 
along the canal towpath and up to the 
awaiting ambulance nearby. The res¬ 
cue operation took about an hour.” 

New Frontier for 
Adam at Brum 

ADAM Ant will be back in Birming¬ 
ham next summer to perform one of 
his best-selling eighties albums in its 
entirety - Kings of the Wild Frontier, 
released by Adam and the Ants in 
1980, at Symphony Hall on June 7. 


Trio kicking on with medal success 



Abbie, Callum and Shannon in action 


MARTIAL arts aces from West Brom¬ 
wich gave their club a fifth birthday 
to remember as three of their mem¬ 
bers won medals at a prestigious in¬ 
ternational tournament. 

The trio from the Moose Martial 
Arts Academy, represented England 
at the recent Wadokai European 
Championships in Hungary, with all 
three competing in kata competition 
from October 30 to November 1. 

Chief instructor at the club, Shan¬ 
non Parsons, aged 24, was joined by 
youngsters Abbie Mansell and Callum 
Myatt, aged 13 and 14, in taking on 


the continent’s best. Callum returned 
to England with a bronze from the 
pairs event in the 14-15 years age 
group, whilst Abbie claimed two sil¬ 
vers in the 12-13 years group. 

Shannon, who has been practic¬ 
ing martial arts for nearly 17 years, 
won a silver medal in the individual 
phase. She said: “It was amazing how 
it panned out, almost coinciding to 
the day of the fifth anniversary of the 
club being set up. 

“It’s the first time I’ve taken mem¬ 
bers of the club over to a European 
championships and I’m unbelievably 


proud of them, they did fantastic for 
their age. It was both Abbie’s and Cal- 
lum’s first medals and something they 
should be incredibly proud of, they’ve 
trained very hard for that moment.” 

Shannon hopes their success is just 
the start for the club, which meets 
twice a week at the Moose Family 
Centre in Woodward Street. 

More students are set to train with 
England next year and Shannon be¬ 
lieves the future is bright. If you are 
interested in joining call Shannon on 
07528712692. 


Jail for man who took 
friend's car while drunk 


A DRINK driver who crashed a 
friend’s car he took without con¬ 
sent after downing a small bottle 
of white rum has been jailed for 22 
months. 

Mohammed Younis, aged 29, ended up 
embedding the Citroen C3 into a shop, 
narrowly avoiding a group of pedestrians, 
Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. 

He had taken the car without owner Sat- 
winder Kang’s consent after the pair had spent 
the evening talking about the recent death of 
her husband who had died in a road crash. 

When going to bed she suggested Younis 
sleep on the sofa, but instead he took her car 
keys and made his way to West Bromwich 
where he crashed. 

Jailing him for 18 months for driving with 
excess alcohol, aggravated vehicle taking, and 
driving with no insurance or licence, Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court Recorder Stephen 
Thomas said Younis had an ‘atrocious record’ 
of previous convictions. 

They included a community order in July 
for assaulting a taxi driver which Younis had 
breached by taking Mrs Kang’s car and driv¬ 
ing it while drunk, for which an additional 
four months was added. Earlier Mr Robert 
Edwards, prosecuting, said Mrs Kang became 
aware of her missing car when police called her 
on the morning of October 3. 

Swerving 

He said: “She was told it had been involved 
in a crash on Victoria Road in West Bromwich 
at about 5.30am that morning. The circum¬ 
stances are that the defendant was not insured 
and in effect had stolen the Citroen from his 
friend Mrs Kang. He ended up swerving to 
avoid some pedestrians and CCTV shows the 
vehicle going on two wheels before embedding 
itself into a shop front. The footage shows the 
defendant leave the car and then return to at¬ 
tempt to drive it away.” 

Police arrived and a breathalyser test at the 
police station showed Younis had 65micro- 
grams of alcohol in his system at nearly twice 
the 35mg limit. 

Mr Edwards said: “He made no comments 
during initial interviews but later became re¬ 
morseful and admitted drinking a 50cl bottle 
of Bacardi rum half and hour before the crash. 

Mr Ben Williams, defending, said his client 
had shown remorse and had pleaded guilty at 
the earliest opportunity. 



Setting up Little Shop at school 


Front, Timothy Reddall as Seymour, Lauren Woodhall as Audrey, Joseph Mendez and Ethan Bishton 


A NEW theatre at a West Brom¬ 
wich school is being prepared for 
its first production next month. 

The 500 seat theatre called ‘The 
Green Room’ was officially opened 
at George Salter Academy in the 
summer but is now fully equipped 
to allow pupils to get their acting 
skills in the spotlight. 

Their Christmas production of 
‘Little Shop of Horrors’ will be 
held there on December 14 and 
15. 


The theatre was built as part of 
funding for the new performing 
arts block with was opened earlier 
this year. 

Nicola Payton, dance teacher at 
the school, described the theatre 
as ‘raising the profile of perform¬ 
ing arts’. 

“It has been a great addition to 
the school,” she said. “Not only 
is it a space for drama and music 
students to practice and perform 
but it’s also used for daily assem¬ 


blies. Before we only had the East 
Hall up in the old block which 
could only seat about 100 people - 
and everyone would have to cram 
in, so to be able to have a brand 
new, spacious theatre is great. 

“It really does raise the profile 
of performing arts here at George 
Salter,” she added. 

It is hoped that more produc¬ 
tions will be held in the theatre in 
the new year, including We Will 
Rock You in February. 
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Funding to help 
suicide training 

A WEST Bromwich charity’s service 
user has been awarded funding which 
will allow people with experience of 
mental illness to complete suicide 
first aid training. 

Health and wellbeing charity, The 
Kaleidoscope Plus Group’s service 
user involvement association, People 
In Mind (PIM), have been awarded 
funding courtesy of the Postcode 
Community Trust to use for the 
Staying Safe with PIM Project. The 
suicide first aid training is a two-day 
workshop that prepares caregivers to 
provide suicide first aid interventions. 

School in green 
travel success 

A SCHOOL has scooped a Govern¬ 
ment award for its work helping pu¬ 
pils and staff choose green travel op¬ 
tions. 

Sandwell Community School has 
been named a winner in the national 
Modeshift STARS awards, handed 
out by government to schools making 
efforts to promote travel by public 
transport, walking or cycling. 

The school’s Wodens Rise Campus, 
in Wednesbury, earned bronze accred¬ 
itation. Centro supported the school 
throughout the project as part of its 
sustainable travel programme. 

Pub campaign 
given a boost 

CAMPAIGNERS fighting plans to 
build a shop next to a pub have been 
handed a boost ahead of a crucial 
meeting where a final decision is ex¬ 
pected to be made. 

The plans for the Haden Cross pub 
in Halesowen Road, Cradley Heath 
have been recommended for refusal 
by planning officers. New River Re¬ 
tail wants permission to demolish a 
garage next to the pub and build a 
Co-op, but campaigners fear the move 
could put the pub’s future in jeopardy. 

Scheme for homes at 
bowling green site 

EIGHT homes will be built on a for¬ 
mer bowling green in West Bromwich, 
under new plans. 

Proposals for the land on Sandwell 
Road have been formally submitted to 
Sandwell Council. 

The site, which backs on to Mill 
Street, was previously used as a bowl¬ 
ing green but has since been covered 
in gravel. 

It is currently used as a car park 
which is rented out to office workers 
on a daily basis. 

Animal magic due 

IN TRUE festive style, a little donkey 
will be making its way to the Salvation 
Army Community Church in Oldbury 
on Sunday December 6. He will be in 
attendance alongside some of his cat¬ 
tle friends from l-4pm, where there 
will be carols from local school choirs, 
the community choir and band. 



Order In Store or 
Online Today! 

117 High Street, West Bromwich, Birmingham B70 6NY 
0121 525 8233 westbrom@eggfreecake.co.uk 

Monday-Saturday: 11am - 7pm, Sunday: 12pm - 6pm 
Branches nationwide | For more cake designs, visit: 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Movie has 
job to make 
it pay at 
box office 


APPARENTLY the new film about the life 
of American computer tycoon Steve Jobs 
hasn’t been quite the box office hit that 
had been hoped for. Just two weeks af¬ 
ter its launch, the movie was pulled from 
more than 2,000 cinemas by Universal, 
citing fierce competition. Which is sur¬ 
prising really, given its truly unique plot. 

I hope I’m not spoiling the story for 
all those of you who were never going 
to watch it anyway. But essentially, in 
the 1970s a bloke with a beard called 
Steve goes into business with another 
bloke, who also has a beard and is also 
called Steve. Things don’t work out, they 
squabble, and Steve - one of them any¬ 
way - goes his own way and sets up a 
rival business. After a lot of navel-gazing 
and finding himself, Steve is reunited 
with Steve (the one with the grey beard), 
and tells him he ‘has not been in a good 
place’. And they launch a computer. 

A bit like Alan Sugar. Only without the 
peerage or the television show. 

Just one question. How did that not 
smash box-office records? 


WESTERN intervention in the Middle 
East. Disenchantment among a disaffect¬ 
ed youth. Lack of educational opportuni¬ 
ties and poverty. These are the things the 
bleeding heart liberals usually blame for 
the barbaric acts of terror of the kind we 
have seen recently in Paris. 

Not the Prince of Wales, though, he has 
come up with a far more creative expla¬ 
nation. His Highness says it is all down 
to global warming. At least when his dad 
says something crass he usually gives us 
a laugh. 

■ ■■ 

WEST Mercia’s deputy police and 
crime commissioner Barrie Sheldon has 
spoken out, saying he wanted to debunk 
some of the myths about speeding en¬ 
forcement. He says far from being a cash 
cow for the police, it has raised less than 
£1.5 million for the “safety partnership” in 
12 months, all of which will be spent on 
road. In other words, more speed cam¬ 
eras. 

He adds that mobile police speed traps 
are only set on roads where more than 15 
per cent of drivers have been clocked 
speeding. 

But isn’t that the wrong way of going 
about it? Surely the only criteria should 
be the number of accidents. If people 
are driving above the speed limit and not 
causing accidents, then that probably 
suggests the limit is too low. 

Oh, and one other thing. Mr Sheldon 
admits that he himself has been fined 
for speeding. Now far be it from me to 
criticise. Indeed, show me a motorist 
who never speeds, and I will show you a 
liar. But when even the man responsible 
for enforcing the rules on speeding gets 
caught, doesn’t that suggest maybe they 
are a bit too strict? 



The Queen and Prince Philip’s arrival on the Royal Train In the driving seat of the tram named after Angus Adams 



Bishop of Birmingham David Urquhart, with the royals 


Queen is on track for 


special visit to Brum 





Her Majesty The Queen and His Royal Highness The Duke officially open the station 


It was a right royal occasion as 
The Queen and Prince Philip 
arrived to tour the second city. 

CLARE BUTLER reports 


THE heavens may have opened but 
the showers were never going to 
rain on the parade on this great roy¬ 
al occasion, which was carried out 
with additional security in place, 
following the Paris terror attacks. 

Looking perfect in pink, The Queen 
was all smiles as she took a tour of New 
Street Station alongside The Duke of Ed¬ 
inburgh last Thursday. 

Heavy downpours didn’t stop the second 
city visit going ahead as the pair gave the new¬ 
ly-refurbished New Street Station and Grand 
Central the royal seal of approval. 

While in Birmingham, The Queen and 
Prince Philip stuck to a busy schedule, and 
also visited a war memorial, the Midland 
Metro extension and Birmingham Dental Hos¬ 
pital and School of Dentistry. 

Wearing a Peter Enrione cerise pink brocade 
dress with a pink cashmere coat accompanied 
by a matching hat by Angela Kelly, The Queen 
carried one of her trademark Walsall-made 
Launer London handbags for her visit to the 
West Midlands. 

Maroon 

She was welcomed to Birmingham amid 
high security in the wake of the atrocities in 
the French capital to visit a series of locations 
in the city. 

The visit got underway when the Royal cou¬ 
ple arrived promptly at 10.20am at platform 
2a on New Street Station on board the royal 
train, distinctively maroon with red and black 
lining and a grey roof. 

It slowly settled alongside the platform be¬ 
fore doors opened and the monarch emerged 
with a bright smile to warmly greet Vice 
Lord-Lieutenant for the West Midlands, Colo¬ 
nel George Marsh and Deputy Lord-Lieuten¬ 
ant, Professor Deirdre Kelly. 


On arrival, the 89-year-old monarch was an¬ 
imated and friendly, flanked by Prince Philip 
with his mischievous grin ready to spark into 
his unmistakable sharp wit. 

She was introduced to staff from construc¬ 
tion company Mace which had been behind 
work on the station and surrounding Grand 
Central, anchored by retail giant John Lewis. 

And they gave their royal wishes to W illi am 
Grant, a trainee employee of Mace, who was 
celebrating his 26th birthday. 

“She wished me a happy birthday. 

“Pretty amazing, someone had mentioned 
it beforehand,” William, who is from Birming¬ 
ham, said. 

“Wasn’t expecting that. 

“We just chatted about our training scheme 
then. They were very interested.” 

After its five-year renovation, New Street 
Station now has an enlarged concourse ac¬ 


commodating 170,000 passengers a day with 
Grand Central above. 

As The Queen moved into view, crowds 
10-deep cheered, happy to catch a glimpse of 
the monarch on her visit. The royal couple 
attended a short ceremony before The Queen 
unveiled a plaque dedicated to the reopening 
and she signed the visitor book. 

While the majority of her hour-long visit to 
the station was inside, The Queen emerged 
into rain clutching a pink umbrella for the 
final stage of her engagement. 

Rain was lashing down on people gathered 
by the Pals War Memorial commemorating the 
Birmingham Pals - three infantry battalions 
of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment who vol¬ 
unteered to fight in the First World War. 

The Pals War Memorial is positioned out¬ 
side the Metro station entrance off Smallbrook 
Queens way. 


During a special ceremony, The Queen 
joined the prince in laying a wreath at the 
memorial dedicated to railwaymen who died 
during the First World War. 

And the Bishop of Birmingham, the Right 
Reverend David Urquhart, called for unity in 
light of attacks in Paris and Beirut - where 
around 40 people were killed in deadly bomb¬ 
ings in Lebanon on November 12. 

With the royal couple stood beside him in 
solemn contemplation, the Bishop told gath¬ 
ered crowds: “We gather to dedicate this 
memorial to railway workers from the First 
World War at a time of great distress around 
the nations. 

“We gather our thoughts today with those 
of people in Paris and Beirut as they suffer 
violence and destruction of murderous intent. 

“At the same time we give thanks to those 
who seek to keep our streets and nations 
peaceful.” 

The Queen received a bouquet of flowers 
from four-year-old Taahlia Cameron before 
boarding a Midland Metro tram. 

Chairman 

She toured the tram and met workers be¬ 
hind the Birmingham city centre Metro exten¬ 
sion and even got in the driving seat herself for 
a look around the cab. 

The Queen named a tram in memory of 
Angus Adams, a Dudley borough councillor 
who died in 2012. 

Mr Adams was also chairman of West Mid¬ 
lands transport authority Centro. 

Her Majesty gave the newly-built Midland 
Metro Tram Extension at Bull Street the 
Royal seal of approval. 

The Bull Street tram stop is due to open 
next month as part of a 1.4-km extension to 
the Midland Metro, which links Birmingham 
with Wolverhampton. 

Mr Adams was a key figure behind the £128 
million Midland Metro extension. 

Addressing the crowd before inviting the 
Queen to unveil the name of the tram, Cen¬ 
tro chief executive Geoff Inskip said the Metro 
would reduce congestion and boost the re¬ 
gional economy by creating jobs and growth. 

“Already we are seeing inward investment 
coming to Birmingham and Wolverhampton 
because of our new trams,” he said. 


AUTUMN SALE 

Show site open 
7 days a week 


© 

O 

0 

O 


Old Buildings Removed 
Asbestos Disposal 
Base Laying Service 
Free Quotations 


CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Wooden 

Sheds 



Fitted prices from 

6ft x 4ft £239 
7ft X 5ft £269 
8ft x 6ft £299 


Concrete 

Garages 



Fitted prices from 
Smgle^Garage f^VjQ Q 

Double Garage oo ooo 
16 ft x 16 ft 


Summer 

Houses 


I 


Fitted prices from 

7ft x 5ft £575 
8ft x 6ft £685 
8ft x 8ft £745 


Log Cabins 

& Garden Rooms 



Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


Q Huge Range O Made To Measure Service O Lined & Insulated Options © Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 













































Buses customer services are not fare 


WITH major bus changes taking place 
I went up to West Bromwich Bus Sta¬ 
tion to collect some new timetables 
only to find Centro had not yet pro¬ 
duced them. I then made a second visit 
on the Friday less than 48 hours before 
they became operative. Yet again I was 
told Centro had not provided them. I 
did get copies printed off for the main 
two routes I was interested in but did 
not wish to monopolise the shop staff 
so left it at that. 

On the November 16, I again went 
to West Bromwich to find that Centro 
had still to provide the timetables. One 


wonders just what Centro and their 
customer relations department spend 
their time doing. At West Bromwich I 
found that Centro had not changed the 
bus numbers and even the National 
Express drivers were not sure where 
one was to catch certain buses. 

As for the bus station supervisors 
they as usual were nowhere to be seen. 
Once they have found the stand they 
need. People are reluctant to try to 
find out why a bus has not appeared 
because as soon as you leave a stand 
the bus is almost certain to appear and 
go without you. Centro never make any 


announcements over the tannoy sys¬ 
tem and National Express Inspectors 
never circulate around the station - 
they may get asked difficult questions. 

I can’t help feeling somebody should 
introduce the high ranking officials of 
Centro and National Express to each 
other in the hope that they might just 
set up a discussion of buses and their 
operation because neither bother too 
much about talking the general public 
who through their fares and passes are 
paying their salaries. 

EWARTJJOHNSON 
Smethwick 


Girl’s death LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

reminder of *” 


faith’s folly 

THE death of poor Rebec¬ 
ca Kandare due to the reli¬ 
gious beliefs of her parents 
is one indication of the kind 
of harm being done by reli¬ 
gions of all sorts. 

The vast majority of the 
world’s conflicts are reli¬ 
giously based and, because 
of dogma (usually indoctri¬ 
nated at an early age when 
children are unable to take 
a rational view) the problem 
is intractable. 

The fundamentalists such 
as ISIS and Jehovah’s Wit¬ 
nesses (who cause problems 
to the medical authorities 
by refusing blood transfu¬ 
sions) are merely the tip of 
the iceberg. Other brands 
of religion are dividing na¬ 
tions and communities in 
the guise of do-gooding and 
salvation. 

Generally speaking, athe¬ 
ists and agnostics proba¬ 
bly cause fewer problems 
because they are devoid of 
dogma and blind faith but 
are, instead, open to reason 
and they act reasonably. 

G BENNETT 

Tipton 


POST 


ill Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


Pharmacists' expert 
advice is essential 

IN response to S Cross Tuesday November 10,1 read with 
disbelief his or her complaint that pharmacists are too big 
for their boots, stating we should dispense with their un¬ 
wanted help. Doesn’t the author realise pharmacists are 
fully qualified people in their field and are fully aware of 
all types of drugs and the side effects from them that our 
doctors prescribe. 

They can advise you on certain drugs you may take when 
taken together or drugs with the same side effects and 
drugs that may not suit you so you can discuss it with your 
doctor. Pharmacists offer to discuss your medication to find 
out if it suits you or if you suffer side effects, the leaflet in 
your medication is a guide warning you to be aware of the 
side effects, most people do not bother to read them, the 
pharmacist is there to help. 

I had an adverse reaction to a drug, NHS advised I con¬ 
tact the pharmacist right away they checked me over and 
assured me it would clear up in 24 hours. They told me 
what medication had caused it and to stop taking it and 
inform my doctor who changes my drugs. Doctors can make 
mistakes especially on side effects of drugs. 

NAME AND ADDRESS SUPPLIED 


Nothing’s 
been said 
on closure 


I NOTE that Tom Watson 
MP opposes the proposed 
closure of Sandwell Magis¬ 
trates’ Court (your paper 
last week). 

I understand that the 
other Labour MPs whose 
constituencies are served by 
the court are also against its 
demise. 

However, nothing has 
been heard from James 
Morris MP. 

Where does he stand on 
the closure? 

A situation which has 
been driven by the seem¬ 
ingly hell-bent intention 
of his Conservative gov¬ 
ernment to slash public 
spending to an unnecessary 
extent, without any consid¬ 
eration of the harm done to 
deprived communities like 
Sandwell. 

On the other hand he has 
managed to speak up about 
the possible closure of Hale¬ 
sowen Police Station forced 
on the Labour Police Com¬ 
missioner by the same Gov¬ 
ernment cuts. 

D PARISH 
Rowley Regis 


Inleria ■ 

Kitchens & bathrooms 


WAREHOUSE SALE NOW ON 

SHOWER DOORS WAS £299 NOW £30.00 
BATHROOM CABINETS WAS £499 NOW £55.00 



NO OBLIGATION 

IN HOME PLANNING & DESIGN 


BATH TO SHOWERI 

CONVERSION 

LIMITED SALE OFFER 

£1997.00 

FULLY FITTED 

% 

* r 

. ll 


NEW sliding door option 
EASY clean wall panels 
LUXURY seat option 
SAFETY grab bar option 
INSTALLED IN 2 DAYS* 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 

FOR ALL JULY INSTALLATIONS 


FREE TILES’ 

FOR ALL ORDERS PLACED IN DECEMBER 


’Discount Kitchens & Bathrooms 
►Over 50 displays in store 

► Large showroom & free parking 

► Free no obligation survey 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, 
WS10 7LH 


# 5 metre squared of tiles supplied free with any kitchen or bathroom fully installed. *Based on straight forward fitting. 

see store for 


Interia are a long 
established,trusted, 
family owned business, 
with over 30 combined 
Years in the industry 




■ Conservatories 

- Window & Door Repairs 

- Fascias / Guttering 

• Building Work 

• Misted-up Units 


mMMmm 


nmo 


; Window Warehouse Ltd 


Established over 20 years 



97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website; www.window-warehouse.com Etna windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8 am-1 pm 


n Id Sandwell 

* age uk 


Handyperson 

Service 


0121 500 1860 




jnfl 

£20 per hour 
plus matenals 


Foe on appointment pJeos* t 
iomII 

09 Vtift 
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■r Replace the ^ 
Existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
k room you can use . 
\^all year round^A 


Councillor Marshall closely inspects the work to improve the interior of the property 


Councillor Marshall next to the spot where the refurbished clock will go 


Councillor Richard Marshall with the scaffolding for the Lightwoods House and ark scheme 


The project manager with one of the ornate archways inside the house 




In the manor of millions 


John seen up on the new roof of the house 
which is undergoing a £5.2 million revamp 


THIS is the first glimpse inside Light- 
woods House and Park in Bearwood 
which is undergoing a £5.2 million re¬ 
vamp. 

The long-awaited scheme to restore the 
manor house and beauty spot is continuing 
after work began at the start of October. 

Work was suspended after the original con¬ 
tractor went into administration - leaving the 
future of the project up in the air. But after 
the contract was transferred to new company 
HB&C, the site is now a hive of activity. 

Richard Marshall, chairman of Lightwoods 


Friends Group, said: “It’s amazing everything 
is up and running again. We initially hoped the 
project would be finished by May. After the com¬ 
pany went under there was a 12-week delay but 
it was a straight takeover, so the same builders 
will be picking up where they left off. 

“The builders first started work in February 
but they have been back for four weeks since 
everything was halted.” 

Work on the scheme ground to a halt following 
the collapse of contractor Fairhurst Ward Abbots 
in June, before it restarted on October 12. 

Due to the delay, the project is not expected 
to finish until September and October next year. 


The Lightwoods Friends Group said it had been 
a ‘setback’ and they were now looking at a re¬ 
vised timeline for events and activities they were 
hoping to run at the venue next year. 

Under the plans, a tea room is being created 
and exhibition space provided on the ground 
floor of the building. On the first floor, there will 
be rooms for the community, conferences and 
weddings with the upper floor dedicated to com¬ 
mercial office space. 

Mr Marshall said a new play area also looked 
set to be completed within the grounds of the 
park before Christmas. He said: “It will be a 
great facility for families.” 


Project manager John McStay in one of 
the office areas which is being created 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON DECEMBER INSTALLATIONS 


No deposits 
or stage payments, 
you only pay when 
the installation 
has been 
completed 


b Wi] lows & D oors, '! 
|y Conservatories, / 
Orangeries, Porches, 
Fascias & 


Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


Guardian 

Warm Roof 


VERY 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 


Repair 

Service 

Available 


Every window and 
conservatory is custom made 
to the most rigorous quality 
standards you will find in the 
industry. 

No other company in the 
area has more experience 
and know how than Rydale, 
and that’s why we have 
been in business for more 
than 30 years. 


ULTIIE SECURITY GUARANTEE 

i i ■ 


Rydaleitakejsecurity, 


very seriously h d 




on ALL products 


Make the RIGHT decision this Autumn and give Rydale a ring... 


Open Weekdays; 9am to 5.30pm 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 
www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 


Saturday: 9am to 4pm 


Sunday Closed 




























































Volunteer Carole Davies with Kim Sharpe, of Environmental Pest Control, busy at the food bank in Great Barr 


A GREAT Barr food bank that handed 
out record numbers of food is prepar¬ 
ing for the festive season by ensuring 
its pest control is up to date. 

More than 600 people received three 
days’ emergency food from the Broome 
Avenue centre between April 2014 to 
March this year. And now Environ¬ 
mental Pest Control is stepping in to 
ensure food donated by members of 
the public each year does not attract 
unwelcome visitors during the run-up 
to Christmas. 

The company has agreed to carry 


out a site audit and provide ongoing 
assistance at the food bank, based at 
St Bernard’s Church. The Trussed 
Trust is the biggest food bank charity 
in the UK, operating more than 400 
centres nationwide in partnership 
with churches and communities. 

Adrian Curtis, UK food bank direc¬ 
tor for the Trust, said: “Our figures 
show more people than ever are turn¬ 
ing to food banks, so we must all do 
what we can to prevent and relieve 
hunger in the UK. The initiative with 
the British Pest Control Association 


will help ensure our working prac¬ 
tices continue to be spot-on and that 
the risk of attracting pests to our food 
banks is minimised even further. 

“Our foodbanks do a fantastic job of 
checking premises and preventing pest 
issues within storage areas, but it will 
be good to have further expert opinion 
and advice on what more we can do to 
maintain our high quality standards.” 

The pest prevention service is part 
of National Pest Prevention Week - 
an initiative designed to raise increase 
public awareness of all pests. 


Dental Implants 


The feel good solution 
for missing teeth 

• No more loose & sore dentures! • No more denture adhesive! 
• Enjoy your food & socialising again! • We can help you! 





If you are missing one or all of your teeth we can certainly help you 


Dental implants are the most feel good, natural, healthy solution for 
replacing missing teeth and are great value for money from as little as... 


£97.90 per month* 


‘Conditions apply 


STELLA MARIS DENTAL 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

0121588 4541 www.confidence2smile.co.uk 


Central Heating Assistance 



Fora ffT?n'mi) i mn[i]i)(TT7TV7 Sandwell 

Council is able to help provide central 
heating systems to homeowners who 
have no central heating or an old 
inefficient “G” rated boiler 
~ or back boiler. 


If you live in Sandwell 
and have a low household 
income and are: 

© over 60 or 
© disabled or have 
© chronic health issues 

You may be eligible for 
assistance.* 

Subject to terms and conditions 

If you want to know more 
contact Warm Zone on: 


0800 033 7967 
0121 552 0563 


Sandwell 


Metropolitan Borough Council 


Public Health 


THi 


am: 


VISIT OUR CHRISTMAS SHOWROOf 


OM, zpROTTi 

FOR THE BEST DISPLAY IN TOWN! X r *4/VCF 

*s8&?r 


CHRISTMAS GIFT MNGE.- 
THERE'S SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 
CHRISTMAS MENU AVAILABLE AT OUR’ 
WATERSIDE RESTAURANT 
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE • 




'"CLUo^S 




OPEN: MON- SAT: 9.00AM - 6 .OOPM 
SUNDAY: 10.15AM - 4.15PM 
BANK HOLIDAYS: 10.00AM - 5.00PM 
CLOSED: 25TH/26TH DECEMBER & 1ST JANUARY 


UNIT 6, CHURCHBRIDGE, OLDBURY, WEST MIDLANDS B69 2AP T 0121544 6794 
EMAIL: SALES@AD-AQUATICS.COM WWW.AD-AQUATICS.COM 
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(t&c apply, must book on first visit to get discount) 


Want to use your 
conservatory 
all year round? 

Too HOT in summer? 
Too Din winter? 

Replace your existing roof with a 
Supalite Roof System lightweight 
replacement for your 
conservatory roof 

• Choice of tiles and colours 

• Save energy, conserve heat 

• Fitting Teams available a 

SupaLlte 


SUPALITE MIDLANDS LTD have the solution ... 


ONLY MIDLANDS MAi JJFACTUR^ 


Fdo TV,an.uiug PL/uvuSS ion. needed! 

0121 552 0100 / 0800 0075313 

www.supalitemidlands.com /sales@supalitemidlands.com 




HO 


NOW JUST£799! 

INCLUDING VAT A FREE FITTING 



--- I 
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f 
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CALL 01245 396910 





There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Wi 

Only £75.00 plus VA 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills, 

Single Wills £80.00 plus Vi 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointment Mil _ 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardiapshija^Trusts 

Members of the Soci£ 

Goodwills 

f ifoP 



Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 


from £4500 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

/ram£ 649 


FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust 


MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock »Steel Reinforced 

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 

Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


BLINDS 

SAIMOWELL- www blin0»<toata co uk 


BEST DEAL 


3 ctiilG 
verticals 


£120 


one p**r nought 


NO OBL1GATON HOME QUOTE 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 
MEASURE A FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS A GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 


COlMaCt y 04 

advidor to im our 
fdbr>c (Ando 8 otfw 


0800 0214266 


Family's amazing past 
unearthed by grandson 



SHE was just six years old 
when her mother died during 
childbirth and eight when her 
father died in a dynamite ex¬ 
plosion while working at an 
ironmaster in Walsall. 

It is safe to say young Ellen Eyre 
did not have an easy start to life. 

She was then sent to an orphanage 
in Birmingham with sister Emily. Split 
from two brothers William and James, 
Ellen found eventually found help be¬ 
fore becoming a maid at a greengro¬ 
cers in Edgbaston. 

But tragedy was to strike again 
when, after moving to Smethwick with 
newly-wed husband and after giving 
birth to four children, her husband 
died of a heart disease. 

However, her family fortunes re¬ 
mained and today - more than 130 
years after Ellen was born in Darlas- 
ton, her grandson has been unearthing 
details about her life. 

History 

Antony Barlow has spent the last 
decade piecing together more than 
three centuries of his ancestors’ his¬ 
tory. The 74-year-old from Wallington, 
Greater London, has discovered that 
a relative might have paid for Queen 
Victoria’s purchase of Balmoral. 

All these stories are part of his book, 
He is our Cousin, Cousin, which docu¬ 
ments his findings. But it is his Black 
Country grandmother’s story that 
most stands out for him. 

Ellen’s father died in the explosion 
at the works of Messrs Jones and Co, 
ironmasters, in Birchills, Walsall. 

She and her sister went to Crowley’s 
Orphanage for Poor Girls in Edgbas¬ 
ton. Mr Barlow said: “The person who 
ran the orphanage - Mr Crowley - was 
really very concerned with how the 
children were brought up. 

“They had a good education, some 
of the Quaker fraternity used to take 


Ellen with her family in 1908 

them out into the country. One of 
them took my grandmother out to 
Coleshill, where she met my grandfa¬ 
ther, William Barber.” 

Within the next 10 years - after 
Ellen had trained as a maid for the 
Barrow family of grocers in Freder¬ 
ick Road, Edgbaston - Mr Barlow’s 
grandparents were married in 1900. 
They moved to Weston Road, Smeth¬ 
wick, and their first daughter was born 
in 1901. They would have three more 
children, two boys and a girl - Mr Bar¬ 
low’s mother. 

Only a little more than a century 
since some of Ellen’s most difficult 
moments, the family has shaken off 
their background. Her grandson, Mi¬ 
chael Rutter, was knighted for services 
to child psychiatry and another, David 


Antony Barlow 

Barlow, became Secretary General of 
the BBC. It wasn’t the only interested 
story to come out of Antony’s book. 
One of the most startling revelations 
was that one of his ancestors may have 
helped in Queen Victoria’s purchase 
of Balmoral Castle in Aberdeenshire, 
Scotland. 

Mr Barlow said: “On my father’s 
side there was a cousin, John Neild. He 
had a big house in Chelsea, and he had 
inherited quite a lot of money from his 
solicitor. When he died, they found his 
will and he’d left half a million pounds 
to Queen Victoria. He didn’t even have 
a bed to lie on.” 

After making sure there were no 
near relatives who would benefit from 
the massive fortune, the queen grace¬ 
fully accepted the money. 



We are currently recruiting people 
in your area to deliver your free newspaper, 
magazines and Advertising Leaflets 


bimpiy ring 


Your Name, Address & 
Telephone Number 

or email 


If you are over 13 years of age and 
would like the opportunity to earn 
some extra cash, contact us with: 
































































Just the ticket for 
Julie’s dedication 



Julie McKirbie, receives her British Empire Medal from 
Deputy Lord Lieutenant Simon Topman for her services 


A DEDICATED library worker has been honoured with a 
British Empire Medal for her 37 years of service. 

Julie McKirdy has become a well-known face at Thim- 
blemill Library in Bearwood - and was nominated for her 
award by colleagues and friends. 

More than 400 people packed out the library to pay trib¬ 
ute to her. 

Miss McKirdy, aged 53, said that the ceremony had left 
her feeling extremely honoured and overcome. “It was such 
an amazing afternoon and I was blown away by the amount 
of people who turned out for the presentation,” she said. 

“When I first found out that I would be receiving the 
medal in June, I was asked whether I would like to be pre¬ 
sented with it over a nice lunch or at a stately home but I 
knew straight away that there was only one place I wanted 
it to be at - and that was the library.” 

Miss McKirdy first started work at Smethwick Library 
when she left school and moved across to Thimblemill, cov¬ 
ering the children’s section, in 1978. She now works as a 
library supervisor as well as organising events. 


Shop run by 
volunteers 
at hospital 
set to shut 


A POPULAR shop at Sandwell Hospital will 
shut after 30 years of being run by volun¬ 
teers. The Royal Voluntary Shop sells news¬ 
papers, greetings cards and food. 

However, it is being replaced with a facility man¬ 
aged by the health trust. The shop has around 20 
members of voluntarily staff, with three full time 


employees. 

As well as working in the 
shop itself, the staff also 
take a trolley around wards 
for patients that cannot 
walk very far. 

After a recent meeting, 
staff were told the shop 
would be closing in January. 

Full details of what ex¬ 
actly will replace the shop 
have not yet been revealed 
but NHS bosses said they 
wanted to manage their own 
service in the future. 

The closure has been met 
with shock by volunteers 
who say the shop is a vital 
part of the hospital for both 
visitors and patients. But 
hospital bosses insist the 
volunteers should not feel 
rejected, assuring them they 
are still important to the 
running of the site. 

David Payne, aged 58, 
from Stone Cross, has been 
volunteering for nearly four 


By Simon Stone 

years and is bitterly disap¬ 
pointed by the decision. He 
said: “I don’t agree with the 
decision at all. I completely 
understand finances for hos¬ 
pitals are being cut all over 
the country but I feel this is 
a vital service being lost for 
Sandwell. 

“Patients are stuck in 
beds all day every day and 
we do our best to cheer them 
up. 

“Only if it’s for a few min¬ 
utes, we create a real dif¬ 
ference. Some patients look 
forward to seeing what we 
have on offer on the trolley 
- something as small as that 
is invaluable to their time as 
a patient.” 

Chief nurse Colin Oving- 
ton confirmed the closure of 
the shop and thanked the 
Royal Voluntary Service for 
all of their hard work. 


JOLLY’S 


FINEST FISH AND CHIPS AND GRILL HOUSE 


VOTED BEST FISH AND CHIPS 
IN SANDWELL 2015 


By very popular demand now opening on 
Sundays until Christmas starting 
Sunday 29th November 5pm - 9pm. 



• Battered Black 
Country chips 
and plain chips 
available 

• Fresh Cod 

• Haddock and 
Plaice 

• Fresh Roe 

• Fresh Oven 
Baked Naan 


• Chicken Tikka & 
Mediterranean 
Chicken 

• Lamb Doner 

• Pies/Pasties 

• Burgers 

• Vegetarian 
menu available 

• Kids Corner 

• Southern Fried 
Chicken 

• Gluten free food 


• Masala Fish every night 


3 Dudley Port Road, Dudley Port DY4 7RP 

Bank Holiday Mondays 5 - 10pm 


Card payment now accepted (50p charge) ^Sr I %|P ChP 



WEST BROMWICH, 
ARE YOU READY 
TO BE MOVED? 

UP TO 200Mbps OPTICAL FIBRE. 

VIVID™ IS HERE. 

Powered by DOCSIS® 3 tech - it’s the magic in our cables. 

Visit your local store to discover more, 


and you can even get online within 24 hours. 

Find us in Kings Square 

(near Superdrug). 




VIRGIN MEDIA CABLED STREETS ONLY. Speeds referred to are download speeds. QuickStart (online within 24 hours self-install kit): Available to new customers where the property 
has previously had Virgin Media services. If you are eligible for a standard QuickStart installation and opt for a technician installation or wish to move a connection then installation 
charges may apply (£49.95). QuickStart installation is subject to the quality of your cabling. Further legal stuff applies. 
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Deal will put region ‘on world stage’ 



Sandwell Council boss Darren Cooper, Sajid Javid, George Osborne and Solihull Council leader Bob Sleigh 


THE HISTORIC devolution deal that 
will see the West Midlands have its 
own elected mayor will give the re¬ 
gion ‘an even stronger presence on the 
world stage’, the Chancellor says. 

George Osborne was in Coventry 
last week to announce £1 billion of 
Government investment will be pro¬ 
vided to create the West Midlands 
Combined Authority. 

Birmingham, Coventry, Dudley, 
Sandwell, Solihull, Walsall and Wol¬ 
verhampton have all signed up to be 
full members, while three Local En¬ 
terprise Partnerships and various 
district councils will be involved on a 


non-constituent basis. As part of the 
deal a metro-mayor will be elected for 
the region in 2017. 

The post will hold a major influence 
over a host of strategic policy areas, in¬ 
cluding transport, housing and health 
services. 

Speaking at an event at the Insti¬ 
tute for Advanced Manufacturing and 
Engineering, Mr Osborne said: “Big 
successful city areas in the world have 
elected mayors. What we are doing is 
saying let’s create a combined author¬ 
ity, let’s give it powers over things like 
strategic planning, transport and let’s 
put someone in charge elected by local 


people, accountable to local people and 
take the credit when things go well or 
carry the can when they make a mis¬ 
take and makes sure the West Mid¬ 
lands has an even stronger presence 
on the world stage.” 

Wolverhampton council leader 
Councillor Roger Lawrence was among 
those who were there for the chancel¬ 
lor’s announcement. He has welcomed 
the deal as ‘a once in a generation op¬ 
portunity’ to get more powers from 
Whitehall. 

Stephanie Hyde, head of regions and 
board member at PwC called it ‘a sig¬ 
nificant and positive step forward’. 


Mark helping to keep 
patients in the picture 


GRAPHIC DESIGN may not 
be the first occupation that 
springs to mind when you 
consider careers in the NHS, 
but it is nevertheless a key 
role in the smooth function¬ 
ing of a service-led integrat¬ 
ed trust. 

Enter Mark McBreen, the medi¬ 
cal illustration service manager at 
Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust (SWBH). 
Joining the trust 15 years ago as 
the sole designer to provide an 
in-house professional design ser¬ 
vice Mark, aged 39, has witnessed 
many changes within the trust in 
that time. 

Mark explained: “Nowadays medical 
illustration is a very diverse depart¬ 
ment. 

“One main function is to provide 
professional medical photographic 
services for patients, which helps cli¬ 
nicians to monitor patients’ progress. 

Significant 

“Our photographers work very 
closely with clinics and strictly within 
medical photography protocols to en¬ 
sure that we take high quality medical 
photographs, which play a significant 
role in patients’ treatment plans. 

“We also work with the communica¬ 
tions team to produce patient leaflets. 

“We are one of the few NHS trusts 
across England that meets the rigid 
criteria that the ‘Information Stand¬ 
ard’ requires for patient leaflets. 

“We believe that information for pa¬ 
tients should be presented in a friendly 
format so that everyone can read and 
understand the important messages in 
the leaflet.” 

Mark continued: “We also provide a 
full in-house graphics design and print 
service. 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we focus 
some of our time on the qui¬ 
et heroes of the NHS, from a 
wide variety of backgrounds 
doing a wide variety of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust is one of the Black 
Country’s largest NHS 
organisations. It employs 
7,500 people, many of whom 
live locally. Last year, the 
trust provides care from 
150 locations. This week we 
highlight: 

MARK MCBREEN 
Medical Illustration Service 
Manager 



“Our print capability is brand new 
as we’ve invested in machinery to ena¬ 
ble us to save NHS money by bringing 
our print in-house. 

“We produce annual reports, staff 
magazines, patient information and 
marketing material including posters 
and banners to help the trust run pub¬ 
lic information campaigns. 

“We always invest our best efforts 
in designing our publications in a way 
that appeals to the public, as we know 
every message plays a part in helping 
protect health or advising sources of 
help for patients and their families.” 

Mark is very keen on keeping NHS 
money within the trust, as he ex¬ 
plained: “I feel that it is the right thing 
to do and by encouraging people to use 
our service, our team can achieve that 
goal and help the trust use the saved 
money for other activities that can fur¬ 
ther improve patient experience.” 


Mark lives in Fradley village, in Li¬ 
chfield district, with his partner and 
two young children. 

In his spare time, he likes spending 
time with his family and enjoying the 
great outdoors. 

He has always been interested in 
keeping fit and goes to the gym to do 
cross fit training five or six times a 
week. 

He said: “I enjoy the challenge of 
pushing myself in the gym and ex¬ 
treme exercise. 

“It helps me to focus, so I can be 
more effective at work. 

“The design function has grown 
since I joined 15 years ago. 

“There are now two other designers 
and an apprentice print technician in 
the small team. 

“It is an enormously challenging job, 
but as no two days are ever the same it 
means we are never bored.” 





ftSiiiSi 


Midlands Manufacture] 


OPEN 


Monday 9.00 am-4.30 pin (except Bank Holiday Mondays) 

Friday & Saturday 9.00 am-5.00 pm 

CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES 


Supalite Roof 


Supcilfc 

■ MIDLANDS LTD 


Monday 21st Dec 9.00am - 5.00pm Saturday 26th Dec Clo 

Tuesday 22nd Dec 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday 28th Dec Clo 

Wednesday 23rd Dec 9.00am - 5.00pm Friday 1st Jan Clo 

Thursday 24th Dec 9.00am - 3.30pm Normal opening times resum 

Christmas Day Closed Saturday 2nd January 

All enquiries to Oliver Watchorn 07850 742961 

www.blackheath-markelco.uk ^ 


Windows 


AUTUMN OFFERS 

3 Windows 
JA/as-£90O-Now £670 

4 Windows 
\A/as-£4TS0Now £880 

5 Windows 

Was-£436frNow £1090 

6 Windows 

Was-£4550-Now £1370 

Maximum Size 6ft x 4ft 
_T&Cs apply_ 


Patio/French/Bi-Fold 

Doors 


Loft & Garage 
conversions 


Veranda/ 

Al Fresco Dining/ 
Carport 


HIGHSPEC 


Fitting Teams 
Available i 


FACTORY & SHOWROOM 

Rood End Rd., Oldbury B68 8SF 


Windows & Conservatories 


RING NOW 0121 552 9777 
FREEPHONE 0800 007 5312 

www.highspecinstallations.co.uk / hispec-sales@outlook.com sat & sun 

*Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit cards accepted 10am - 4pm 






























































Office refurbishment to help 
improve services from council 


Civic concert 
to set mood 

A WONDERFUL start to Christmas will 
sound out when Sandwell’s mayor hosts 
the 126th annual civic carol concert at West 
Bromwich Town Hall on December 12. 

And there’ll be plenty of mince pies to 
tempt the tastebuds during the interval. 

The popular concert, compered by the 
BBC’s Mike Wyer, features the Langley 
Band, Sandwell & District Scouts Choir and 
well-known singer Maggie O’Hara. 

Sandwell Mayor, Councillor Barbara 
Price, hopes the concert will help raise 
money for her charity, Acorns Children’s 
Hospice. It starts at 7pm and promises 
a wonderful opportunity to get into the 
festive spirit. Tea, coffee and mince pies, 
kindly donated by Asda at Great Bridge, 
will be available during the interval. 

Tickets cost £5 and are available by 
calling 0121 569 8276, emailing amy_rob- 
inson@sandwell.gov.uk, or asking at 
Sandwell Council House reception in Freeth 
Street, Oldbury. 


SANDWELL Local Tipton office is to 
receive a £350,000 refurbishment to 
bring more services closer to local 
tenants and residents. 

The office in High Street, Princes End, 
will be extended so it can accommodate of¬ 
ficers from neighbourhood services, adult 
social care and children’s services as well 
as local police. 

Council chiefs say having more services to¬ 
gether running from the centre will better meet 
local people’s needs and make better use of the 
building. It’s part of a council drive to make ser¬ 
vices more local and ‘co-locate’ different services 
in existing buildings to save on accommodation 


costs. The office in High Street, Princes End, 
will be closed from Friday 4 December until 
Monday 25 January while work is carried out. 

During its closure, the customer service re¬ 
ception will move to Glebefields Library in St 
Mark’s Road, Tipton, and will be open from 9am 
to 5pm. This will help keep any disruption to a 
minimum. 

The council will still be running a full range 
of services, and neighbourhood teams will re¬ 
locate to the Sandwell Local Wednesbury office 
in Wednesbury Town Hall. All officers will still 
be on their usual telephone numbers and email 
addresses. 

Surgeries for residents are being held at the 
following locations: Wednesdays, 10am to 1pm, 
at Tipton Muslim Community Centre, Welling¬ 


ton Road; Wednesdays, 10am to 11.30am, every 
fortnight from 2 December 2015, at Jubilee Park 
Community Centre, Powis Avenue; Thursdays, 
10am to 11am, at Great Bridge Library, Sheep- 
wash Lane 

You can also get in touch through our website 
www.sandwell.gov.uk or call 0121 569 6000. 

Councillor Jo Hadley, Tipton town lead mem¬ 
ber, said: “This is an important project for Tip- 
ton, which will make it a better experience for 
local residents as they will be able to deal with 
lots of different services all under the same roof. 

“We would ask people to bear with us while 
the work is carried out and look forward to see¬ 
ing the newly-refurbished centre in the new 
year.” 


Down on the 
festive farm 

ENJOY a traditional Victorian Yuletide 
at Sandwell Park Farm. Featuring crafts, 
carols and brass and jazz bands, Sandwell 
Valley’s annual Christmas event runs 
from 10am to 6pm on Saturday 12 and 
Sunday 13 December. 

Children’s activities include Punch and 
Judy, pony cart rides, face painting, street 
performers and magicians. It’ll be a fan¬ 
tastic Christmas shopping experience too 
- with craft stalls, gifts, real Christmas 
trees and local and fresh produce in our 
farm shop. Admission is £3.25 for adults; 
£2.75 for children/over 60s; £13 family 
ticket (2 adults and 3 children). Call 0121 
553 0220 to book a craft stall. 

And Santa is in his grotto at the farm 
every weekend (10am to 5pm) from Sat¬ 
urday. Visits to Santa are £7 per child 
(includes a gift). Normal admission prices 
apply. Or book a mid-week group visit to 
see Santa. Call 0121 553 0220. 



Destroyed - firefighters inspect the flat in Darlaston Road 

TWO men had to be taken to hospital after a severe fire 
tore through a flat. The blaze broke out in the first floor 
flat in Darlaston Road, Wednesbury. The two men were 
treated by paramedics, with one suffering partial burn in¬ 
juries. 

Fire crews from Bilston, Walsall and Wednesbury were 
called at around 7.30am yesterday to extinguish the blaze 
just behind the Star Garage. The flat was completely gutted 
and the ground floor flat badly damaged. Both men were 
taken to Walsall Manor Hospital. One suffered from smoke 
inhalation and two per cent burns to his hand. 

Also treated by paramedics was Luke Sly, aged 21, who 
was stopping with his father Ray in the ground floor flat 
and was suddenly woken up by a fire alarm and a huge 
bang. Carpet fitter Luke said: “It was around 6.45am and 
the fire alarm started going off, then a huge bang followed, 
we didn’t know what was going on. We ran out the flat to 
see a fire on the floor above. 

“The man who lives there ran out with us and we opened 
up the shutters to escape the smoke. Me and my father ran 
back into the flats to try and extinguish the fire, but it got 
too bad and had to run back out.” Incident Commander 
Ken Hardiman for West Midlands Fire Service said the 
cause of the blaze was still being investigated. 

Manor all set for a 
packed Christmas 

VISITORS to Sandwell’s historic Manor House are guar¬ 
anteed to get into the Christmas spirit thanks to a packed 
festive programme. Starting on Saturday, staff are running 
creative gift workshops while Santa will be in his grotto. 

Santa Saturdays will have a different show every week, 
including Frozen, science, storytelling and magic shows. 
Admission is free, shows are £1.50 and a visit to Santa in¬ 
cluding a present is £2.50. 

Children can hunt Santa on Sunday, however booking 
is essential on 0121 588 2985. More tradition is on offer 
with an evening of festive music and readings from Dick¬ 
ens and Shakespeare on Thursday December 10 at 7pm. 
Tickets cost £6 per person and includes refreshments. A 
week later film lovers can enjoy the classic It’s A Wonderful 
Life in a free festive movie night on Thursday December 17 
at 6.45pm. The following night take a trip down memory 
lane with Ian Casey who is hosting an evening of Christmas 
music on Friday December 18 at 7pm. Booking is necessary 
and tickets cost £6 and include refreshments. 

Families can enjoy live music and a disco on Saturday 
December 19 from 6.30-llpm. The final Christmas movie 
is on December 22 when the doors open at 11.30am for a 
screening of Inside Out in 3D. Admission free but there will 
be a £1.50 charge for hire of 3D glasses. 


SOFAS • CARPETS • BEDS • DINING • BEDROOMS • LIGHTING • HOMEWARES 


••• • • •••• ••••• « 
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27th NOVEMBER 


30th NOVEMBER 
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everything 1 

There’s still large stocks available for pre Christmas delivery! 


Pay nothing for a year, no deposit, interest 


free credit 


(ousins 


a true family business 


Open 7 days a week 

Late nights: Tuesday and Thursday until 8pm 


CELEBRATING 


Birmingham Dudley 

Warwick Road, Hall Street 

Tyseley. Bll 2EW. DY2 8NW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 
A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


PDIC'F price promise 

ri\IV-L to y OU; we W on't be 
PROMISE b ea t en on price! * 


Free parking 
Instore restaurant 
Large stocks 
1 Immediate delivery 



0% APR REPRESENTATIVE *Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500 in store only. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in December 2016 on the date specified at the time of purchase. 
Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, in store concessions. This offer entitles you to 20% off our normal price. Can not be redeemed in conjunction with other promotional offers. 
Please check with store for items available pre Christmas delivery. This offer is valid from 27.11.15 through to 30.11.15. See website for Price Promise details. 
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Chicago cast ready to razzle dazzle 


Chicago line-up — Hayley Tamaddon as Roxie, John Partridge as Billy Flynn and Sam Bailey as Mama Morton 


X Factor winner Sam Bailey will be 
swapping her former real life role as a 
prison officer to play an inmate when 
the musical Chicago comes to Wolver¬ 
hampton on tour. 

The singer will play cell block boss 
Mama Morton when the 1920s-set jazz 
musical is staged at the Grand Theatre 
next summer. 

Sam Bailey worked as a prison of¬ 
ficer at HM Prison Gartree for three 
years until 2013. At the end of that 
year Sam won the tenth series of the 


X Factor receiving more than a mil¬ 
lion votes over the course of the final 
weekend. 

Chart-topper 

Following her win, her debut sin¬ 
gle Skyscraper was the Christmas 
chart-topper and was followed in 2014 
with her debut album, The Power of 
Love, reaching number one in the 
album charts. 

Hot shot lawyer Billy Flynn will be 
played by EastEnders actor John Par¬ 


tridge and Coronation Street’s Hayley 
Tamaddon will play nightclub singer 
turned killer Roxie Hart. 

Kander and Ebb’s hit show, which 
was also made into a movie, features 
famous choreography by Bob Fosse, 
which recently inspired Georgia 
Mae Foote and Giovanni Pernice’s 
Charleston on Strictly Come Dancing. 

Chicago will be staged at the Grand 
June 20 to 25 and tickets are already 
on sale online at grandtheatre.co.uk or 
call 01902 429212. 


Academy 
to remain 
in special 
measures 

A FAILING academy in Tipton is to remain 
in special measures after Ofsted said not 
enough was being done to improve it. 

The Ace Academy has been in special measures 
for almost a year. Inspectors reported some improve¬ 
ments during a recent visit but said problems still 
remain around teaching and pupil performance. 
However, behaviour of pu¬ 


pils has improved at the Al¬ 
exandra Road school where 
concerns over bullying and 
the safety of youngsters 
were previously flagged up. 
The school has struggled 
since converting to an acad¬ 
emy two years ago. 

In its report, the educa¬ 
tion regulator said leaders 
and managers were ‘not 
taking effective action to¬ 
wards the removal of special 
measures’. 

Year 11 pupils are contin¬ 
uing to struggle, with exam 
results for 2015 ‘below the 
floor standard’. Only about 
a third of pupils achieved 
five or more GCSEs at 
grades A* to C, with maths 
a particular area of concern. 

The report said the drop 
in performance in maths 
had not been anticipated 
by academy leaders as pre¬ 
dictions provided by maths 


By Richard Guttrid ge 

teachers were ‘grossly in¬ 
accurate’. However, pupils 
made better progress in 
English. 

The academy has under¬ 
gone an overhaul of staff, 
with around 10 new teach¬ 
ers starting since the sum¬ 
mer. Ofsted said the size of 
the reshuffle meant teach¬ 
ing standards have not yet 
improved to a good stand¬ 
ard. 

The report said: “Not 
enough teaching is good 
enough to make up for past 
inadequacies in teaching. 
Teaching in mathematics 
continues to be weak over¬ 
all but especially for pupils 
in Year 10 where work set 
is often too easy for pupils, 
who spend far too long on 
repetitive tasks that will 
achieve very few marks in 
an examination.” 
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Sinead Straker who will be working at MJ’s Coffee House 


A COFFEE lounge and bar has opened on the site of a 
former snooker hall in Wednesbury. MJ’s Coffee House 
launched on Friday, November 13, in Bridge Street, replac¬ 
ing the old Big Break Snooker Academy which had been 
closed for almost a decade. The building has been trans¬ 
formed into a venue which offers people the chance to grab 
a coffee during the day and also have a dance at night. 

MJ’s also serves alcohol and will be putting on enter¬ 
tainment on evenings, including DJs and live bands, with 
bosses describing the venue as a coffee lounge and bar. 

Stephen Hucker and Michael Straker were keen to open 
in Wednesbury and saw the disused snooker hall as the 
ideal location. Ten jobs have been created. Mr Hucker said: 
“We are very flexible. We’re trying to get some tribute 
bands and we have already had people asking about having 
their hen party here” 


Mayor set for switch-on 

SANTA and his reindeer will be joined by Sandwell’s may¬ 
or in Tipton’s fun-filled Christmas lights switch-on. 

Mayor Councillor Barbara Price will officially switch on 
the lights in Owen Street, tomorrow, Friday, at 6.30pm. 

Festive market stalls, Santa’s grotto and a funfair as well 
as entertainment from Funtime Theatre are also lined up 
as part of the festivities. 

Money raised from the Christmas event, which runs 
from 4-7pm, will go to the mayor’s chosen charity Acorns 
Children’s Hospice. 

For more details contact Karen Simms on 07572 451809. 


Tipton 


1 r 


fiontri 






Road, Tipton, DY4 8TA 


4 

• Dance studio 

m mm mv 

• 25m main pool 

• Teaching pool 
lessons 


ONE 

CARD 


MEMBERSHIP 


SANDWELL LEISURE TRUST 


www.slt-leisure.co.uk 


□ EQ 


0300 012 0121 


I Sandwell 



GREEN SHOOTS PLUS 


Local businesses can apply for a share of a £4.2 million 
fund of Government Regional Growth Fund (RGF) money. 

The fund, set up with the University of Wolverhampton, is 
offering grants worth up to £150,000 to small and medium 
sized businesses. 


FIND OUT MORE - CALL THE BUSINESS SOLUTIONS CENTRE 
ON 01902 321272 OR EMAIL ENQUIRIES@BCGROWTHHUB.COM 


Supporting the growth of local small and medium businesses 


Express & Star 


ed Charity (England 


Vales - Registered Number 1102431) 
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Save 70% 

2 Only per store per day 


Save 70% 

1 Only per store per day 


Save 70% 

1 Only per store per day 


King Size Super Black Luxury 
Bedframe - Latest Design 

Was neo 

OQJin Friday J Mattress 

Price fcwilextra 


Oak Finish Oblong Fixed Table + 
4 Faux Leather Chairs 


SlISyEIOjh? 


£109 


King Size Super quality Brown Faux 
Leather / Wood Bedframe - Crazy Deal 

Was Black 

OOnn Friday 1F M —1 Mattress 
tzyy Price A* ■ W extra 

mssiwimssmamsss 


BLACK FRIDAY SALE 


Save 70% 

1 Only per store per day 


Save 70% 

2 Only per store per day 


Save 70% 

2 Only per store per day 


3 Seater + 2 Seater Recliner Sofas 
Superb Quality 

£1299 5 ? £499 S 

imsissmpflfflroEmisT 


ALL SALE OFFERS 


Full Double Size Super Orthopedic 
Complete Beds 

WaS Black A«P 

£249 Price fc#0 


£249 Price £19 
tmSIBSMtPiiHIKniHHI? 


END SUNDAY 29TH 


Full Double Size Superb Quality 
Memory Foam Mattress 

WaS Black 

£219 F p r ;?c a e y £/3 


£219 Price £19 


NOVEMDER AT 5PM 


i=Viii?u 


583 Bearwood Road 
Bearwood B66 4BH 
0121 420 1809 


837 Warwick Road 
lyseley, B’ham B11 2EL 
0121 707 5545 


6 Millsborough House 
Millsborough Rd, Redditch B98 7BU 
01527 68811 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, November 26, 2015 
















Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, November 26, 2015 


16 




BLACK FRIDAY 

SALE 


when it's gone 

it's gone! 



See all the latest ranges from beds, bedroom, sofas and 
dining furniture. We simply will not be beaten on price. 


sale starts this 

Saturday at 9.30am! 




























a huge selection of furniture for everyroom, all massively discounted for 3 days only 



This bedroom package deal is made to make that statement in any bedroom. If you're looking for a simple, white painted 
bedstead with clean lines and a fresh contemporary feel then look no further than the Americana double bedstead. 


4'6" Bedframe with 1 FREE 5 drawer Chest + 2 FREE nightstands 


4- rtawv 







The LeMont range brings you back in time to a French country Chateau with this stunning shabby chic look. The LeMont is hand 
finished furniture with a beautiful distressed style that adds timeless elegance to any room. 


LuMortf' Dining table with 6 Dining Chairs Package Deal 


buy with confidence 

established for 


ove^30 ge/Av r s! 


i 


Branches at: 


Open 7 days a week 

NCF Perry Barr: 2-6 Kingstanding Road, Perry Barr, B44 8AA ©: 0121356 7022 

NCF Cannock" Green La"ne"cannock"wS11 OJj"" " ©01543570 759 ’ 

NCF Burton on Trent: Unit 1 Guild Street, Middieway Park, DE141NB ®: 01283 740019 


NCF High Gate: 1 John Kempe Way, High Gate, B12 OHU ©:01217724659 

NCF Derby: Meteor Centre, Mansfield Road, Derby, DE21 4SY new ©: 01332 292 243 


ncf 

furnishing your home... 











































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, November 26, 2015 


18 


Take time out 
at Christmas 
for yourself 

HI, it’s me again, Mel, with some per¬ 
tinent advice on keeping yourselves 
on an even keel as the festive season 
rapidly approaches... 

In the run up to Christmas, we find 
ourselves extremely busy and short of 
time, presents to buy, food to cook and 
if vnn liaup kirla ) a lot of School plays/ 
cater for! 


riously impact 
our resolve/ 
motivation for 
our fitness re¬ 
gime. I mean, 
who has time 
to work out 
when there’s 
so much to do 
right?! The key 
to managing this is to schedule in 
your workouts as part of your day so 
you know you will always have time 
to exercise! 

Even 20 minutes three times a 
week will be beneficial. This could 
be a walk, a swim, or even a short 
exercise class - a lot of places have 
30-minute express workouts - check 
out Sandwell Leisure Trust for their 
class timetable. People tend to over 
indulge at Christmas, lots of lovely, 
sugary/savoury/sauce-based goodies 
on offer - a dietary nightmare! This 
can be avoided by taking an hour or 
two to plan your festive meals. 

Get that Slow Cooker out and get 
some nice healthy casseroles on the 
go with plenty of nutricious vegeta¬ 
bles, power up that blender and make 
yourself some cold fighting, immune 
system boosting smoothies! 

If you take the time now you may 
stop the inevitable Christmas weight 
gain or at the very least, reduce the 
amount of weight you may gain - I’ve 
been known to gain up to 71bs over 
Christmas, (prior to my fitness days, 
now it’s more like 3-41bs) yes it hap¬ 
pens to me too! So, grab a notebook, 
and get those festive meals sorted! 
After all, it’s only a couple of days so 
there’s no need to buy like food going 
out of fashion! 

Make sure you enjoy yourself, a lit¬ 
tle of what you fancy does you good 
but too much and you’ll be working 
even harder to get it back off! _ 



it you nave kids 
trips/outings to 
This can se- 


FOCUS ON SMETHWICK AND BEARWOOD 


Town's wine shop going 
Global for three decades 


REPORT BY SIMON STONE 


GLOBAL Wines first opened its 
doors to the people of Bearwood 
on 27 November 1985 and will this 
weekend be celebrating its 30 
year anniversary. 

Mr Lahmber Singh Dulay, then the owner 
of the grocery store VG (now known as 
Global Foods) founded the family run busi¬ 
ness along with his four sons Colin, Harvey, 
Kappa and Bali. 

Longstanding residents of Bearwood may 
remember that in 1985 Global Wines was a 
quarter of the size it is today and over the 
past three decades the Dulay family have 
developed the store into one of the largest 
independent specialist offlicences in the West 
Midlands. Global Wines specialises in stock¬ 
ing wines from all over the globe and has a 
large range of beers and ales, including a new 
range of craft ales. 

Gratitude 

The store has maintained its position as 
a successful local business and the current 
owners, Bali, Binnie and their daughter 
Reena Dulay, believe that this is due to the 
local community and their constant support 
over the past three decades. 

The owners and staff of Global Wines wish 
to show their gratitude and share their cel¬ 
ebrations with the people of Bearwood and 
beyond on Saturday 28, at 7pm with prizes 
including a hamper of goods, beers and spir¬ 
its, so make sure you get your raffle tickets! 

Special one day only deals will be on, as 
detailed below. There will also be hot mulled 
wine and cider served throughout the day 
and taster sessions of Prosecco and Rioja 
wine. The owners would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank the loyal customers of 
Global Wines for shopping locally and being 
a part of this wonderful achievement. 




AL WINES 



Members of staff seen outside the Global Wines store with founder Lahmber Singh Dulay 


Former massage 
parlour set to go 
under hammer 

A FORMER massage parlour is going 
under the hammer after it was shut 
down by council bosses. 

Number 495 on Hagley Road was 
the once the home of Bunnys Club 
- which dubbed itself as ‘Birming¬ 
ham’s hottest massage parlour’ before 
Sandwell Council closed it down. 

Now the three-storey building is 
set to be auctioned off by Edgbas- 
ton-based Cottons Estate Agents on 
December 3, with a guide price of 
£180,000 to £195,000. 

The sale advert states: “The prop¬ 
erty provides extensive accommoda¬ 
tion benefitting from a substantial 
two storey rear extension and may be 
suitable for a variety of alternate uses 
including residential flat conversion.” 

In April last year planning permis¬ 
sion was granted by Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil to change the use from offices to a 
beauty clinic. 

It is thought that the property is 
owned by a private tenant who is now 
keen to sell it on. 

Deputy leader of Sandwell Council 
and Abbey Ward Councillor, Steve 
Eling, said it would be good to see a 
‘productive use’ now made out of the 
sale. 

Shisha smoking 
plan stubbed out 

PLANS to convert a former window 
business into a shisha smoking lounge 
have been thrown out by council plan¬ 
ners. 

The proposals for the vacant site 
in Downing Street, Smethwick were 
turned down by Sandwell Council. 

Developer Mahad Mohamed aimed 
to set up the shisha club - called 
Raaha Lounge - at the premises. 

The application was for a change of 
use for the site to be used as a smok¬ 
ing club. 

Plans revealed an entrance canopy 
would be added at the front and also 
a single storey extension to the side. 

But planners turned down the 
scheme citing insufficient parking and 
a detrimental impact on public health. 


EVERYTHING 



Emit 


2 litre BOTTLE OP MILK 50p 
LOAP OP BREAD 59p 
SUGAR 1kg bag 3 for £1.50 
or 50p each 15kg case £7.50 
BROWN SUGAR 2kg bag £2.50 
ENGLISH ONIONS £1.49 
TROPHY RICE 20 kg £19.99 
RAPA BASMATI RICE 20kg bag £16.49 
SALAAM RICE 10kg £16.99 
NATURAL YOGHURT lOOg 4 for £1 
COKE 1.5ltr £1 2 Itr £1.25 
or 1.5ltr cases £8.50 2ltr cases £6.50 
VEGETABLE OIL 20ltr £13.99 5ltr £3.99 
WILJA POTATOES £5.99 
BEST QUALITY TOILET ROLLS 36 rolls £3.50 
flour elephant medium 25kg bag £10.99 


WIPE SELECTION 

OF FRESH ASIAN Suppliers to 

VEGETABLES IN STORE Chl P &ri )S K 
EVERY PAY! Wholesalers 

NOT ONLY SPECIALISTS IN FRESH FRUIT & VEG ALSO 
STOCK LEADING BRANDS LIKE EAST END, HEERA& KTC 


OPEN 7 DAYS: MON-SAT 8am-7pm SUN 9am-7pm OPEN AS USUAL BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 


COPES POTATOES 

Midlands Limited 


Empire House, 11 New Street, 
Smethwick, Warley B66 2AJ 

Toi-vmoi Rnao 


DELIVERY SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE (FREE WITHIN A 5 MILE RADIUS) 


Tel:^)121 558 5089 

L BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY V 
5 MILE RADIUS) E I 



Celebrating 30 Year Anniversary 

(Ban© sQaag cna §3flm&E7 

IRaRRUE4Sm01jaD|DRlfe QRRERS!l 

Offers valid one day only. 

I Blossom Hill 1 [ Asti Martini 

Red/White/Rose 11 Sparkling 

| Any 3 bottles for 

£ 8.00 

QC Sherry 

70cl 

£2.79 


Baileys 

70c! 


70cl 


Smirnoff 

70CI VO 70tf a 

£9.49 | | £10.79 



£5.99 

Carling 

500ml 
4 cans 

£2.99 


Carling 

24x500m! case 


Glenfiddich 

Malt 


£16.99 J[ £23.99 

J 3LUS MUCH MORE INSTORE!!!* 


2-4 Abbey Road, Smethwick B64 5RD 

Tel 0121 420 3694 


Tote 

Z 6 n$£’ 



Totz Zone Pre-School 


Eteff ant 8^ fofffrjiE 



Monday 10am till 12pm 

Come along and meet with other parents 

Tea and coffee free 
flowing whilst your child plays 

Complete 

,% K kfcVP u , 

Complete Kidz 

Unit 2 and 3 Elm Court, 
Crystal Drive, Smethwick, B66 1RB 
0121 552 2006 

www.totzzone.co.uk 












































































The Vaccines hit Civic like a whirlwind 



The Vaccines can still rock up a storm — guitarist Freddie Cowan, left, and frontman Justin Hayward-Young in action 


The Vaccines, 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall 

IT was blowing a gale outside but it 
was raining beer inside the Civic as a 
boisterous crowd moshed along to The 
Vaccines with a 75-minute set so lively 
it made a foul Tuesday feel like New 
Year’s Eve. 

It was a nice touch to have the lights 
create the blue, white and red French 
Tricolore on the backdrop between 
bands in tribute to rock fans who were 
killed in Paris four nights earlier. 

The headliners had help from two 
supports who did a good job of warm¬ 
ing up the young crowd. 

First up were New York trio Sun¬ 
flower Bean who made amends for 
a name that sounds like a hippy-run 
coffee shop with some sizzling psyche- 
delic-ish rock. 


Watching them was like being 
transported into the universe of Scott 
Pilgrim due to the gauche glamour 
of singer/bassist/catwalk model Julia 
Cumming and the Michael Cera look 
of guitarist Nick Kivlen. He clearly 
has the good taste to be influenced by 
1970s German band Neu. The debut 
album is due in February. 

Palma Violets are a terrific live 
band. The London outfit’s recorded 
output doesn’t really do justice to the 
force of nature impact of their endear¬ 
ingly ramshackle stage presence. 

With a two-for-one deal on front¬ 
men, Samuel Fryer and rabble-rous¬ 
ing Alexander ‘Chilli’ Jesson, they 
swaggered and roared through a set 
that excitingly teetered on the edge of 
chaos. 

London’s The Vaccines hit the 


indie rock scene like a whirlwind a 
few years back and they can still rock 
up a storm, even though third album 
English Graffiti has taken them into a 
more commercial direction. 

Opening with Handsome from the 
latest album was like going from 0 to 
60 in an instant but they remained 
in top gear, singer Justin Hay¬ 
ward-Young commanding the stage, 
bouncing on his toes like a boxer, 
while Freddie Cowan struck guitar 
hero poses. 

Older tracks like Post Break-Up 
Sex, Wet Suit, Ghost Town, Bad Mood 
and final encore Norgaard were the 
fans’ favourites. But the anthemic 
Give Me A Sign showed that The Vac¬ 
cines could still make the transition to 
stadium status. 

Leon Burakowski 


ft filed St 
mos 




World Buffet 


Two Courses... M 
Three Courses... 
Jnlimted Courses... 

f i ’JB w f « *§ ,‘ jjj wi fi 

Starting from 

Only £9.99!! 


Early Christmas present from us 

Name. 


15% 

Discount 


Phone. 

NOT VALID ON CHRISTMAS DAY & 

, NEW YEAR'S DAY. 

* (SAND) 


Wolverhampton Road, Oldbury,West Midlands B68 
Telephone : 01215520041, www.f1avourz.co.uk 

Check our website for opening times & prices. 
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The market with St Peter’s Church in background 


Wolverhampton Market Hall circa 1952 


Queen Square, Wolverhampton, as it looked in the 1920s 



Tony with Santa at Beatties department around 1956 


Reliving atmosphere 
of busy market day 


AT the top of Mitre Fold 
you came face to face 
with the large and glorious 
1850s Retail Market, of 
grey brick and stone. 

The atmosphere in here on a 
busy market day was something 
tangible. Next to it was the Mar¬ 
ket Patch, with its open stalls. 
Fronting Wulfruna Street was the 
Wholesale Market, of red brick and 
yellow terracotta, erected around 
the turn of the 20h century. 

In North Street was a row of 
shops, which included a post office 
and Mr Reid’s establishment for 
gentlemen’s hairdressing and the 
sale and repair of umbrellas. 

Walking back along North 
Street, around the corner in Dar¬ 
lington Street was the chemist’s 
we used - Gibson’s - and I recol¬ 
lect lots of dark wood and large 
old-fashioned bottles of different 
coloured glass on shelves. Where 
North Street opened out into 
Queen Square you would be facing 
the imposing fagade of the Queen’s 
Arcade, with two entrances, the 


MEMORY LANE 


By Tony Perry 


two elegant Edwardian arcades 
meeting under a glazed dome. Here 
was Stanley Gibbons stamp-collect¬ 
ing shop. 

In Queen Square at the corner of 
Lichfield Street above a cake shop, 
where the HSBC Bank is now, was 
the Cafe Royal, and two doors away 
the Queen’s Picture House pro¬ 
vided a restaurant facility upstairs. 

Where the Halifax is now, Joe 
Lyons’ cafeteria provided refresh¬ 
ments at everyday prices, with 
extra accommodation at the back. I 
distinctly recall Lyons’ gave me my 
first experience of a ring doughnut, 
covered in a glaze of icing. 

The building which was the Visi¬ 
tor Information Centre was then a 
select restaurant called Reynolds’, 
cakes and bread at the front, and 
dining rooms upstairs. The shop 
at the corner of Exchange Street, 
was Lipton’s grocery store, and you 
could smell their powerful cheeses 


long before you reached the door. 
Walking down Victoria Street you 
passed the early Victorian fagade of 
the Star and Garter Hotel. Below 
was Bedford Williams, where we 
would go to buy linen. 

Here my mother would hand 
money to an assistant, who would 
write a note, and put the note and 
money inside a small metal tube 
into one of many pipes which trav¬ 
elled around the store, and it would 
disappear. Minutes later it would 
return with the necessary change. 

At the side of Bedford Williams, 
Farmer’s Fold led past small, old, 
cottage style buildings with shops, 
to reach John Street. On the oppo¬ 
site side of Victoria Street was Be¬ 
atties, whose toy department in the 
basement was always popular, and 
where in December there would be 
a visit to see Father Christmas. 

Taken from Of the River People 
by Anthony Perry (Brewin Books, 
£9.95), available at Ashwoods, Tet- 
tenhall Post Office, Archives at 
Molineux House, Mogul Diamonds, 
St Peter’s Church and other book¬ 
shops. 



Tony Perry with his mother in Wolverhampton 


Our best value print 
& digital subscription 

The benefits of joining Express & Star PLUS+ 





Express & Star delivered, six nights a week 
Digital editon of the Express & Star 
Mobile apps for iPhone and Android 
Tablet apps for iPad, Android & Kindle Fire 
7 day searchable archive 
Holiday stop/start 
Interactive features 
Online subscription manager 
Accessible worldwide 


O^ 

He* - 


Express & Star S 

BRITAIN'S 
NUMBER 1 



Express & Star B 


BRITAIN'S 
NUMBER 1 



SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

Call freephone 0800146 540 or E-mail: starservice@expressandstar.co.uk 


Express & Star 


PLUS+ 


PRINT | MOBILE | TABLET | ONLINE 
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YOUR LARGE LOCAL TAXI FIRM NOW HAS AN APP 

An easier way to 
book your taxi 


VIEW YOUR VEHICLE LOCATION ON A LIVE MAP 



TO DOWNLOAD 
OUR APP, SEARCH 
‘HERITAGE CARS’ 


PRE-BOOK FOR PICK-UPS 
OR IMMEDIATE PICK-UPS 

PAID BY CARD OR CASH 

FAST, EFFICIENT & RELIABLE 


HERITAGE 

CARS GROUP 


App Store 


Download NOW!, 

You can also bookby calling 0121 555 5151 

HERITAGE 



O 


CARS GROUP 


NOW 


£ 3.00 

Excludes journeys to and from city centre 


Minimum fare 



www.heritagecarsgroup.com 

Fare displayed 
on all Pda's 

Charges on mileage only 
as normal 

(unless the driver is asked to wait) 


DOWNLOAD OUR 

APP 


ow cm i m 

App Store r Googjb play 



THE HERITAGE CARS GROUP 

A2Z Cars 0121 525 8383 Bearwood Cars 0121 420 1122 
Blue Sky Cars 0121 558 3131 Cars 24/7 0121 555 7888 
Crystal Cars 0121 525 8000 Langley Cars 0121 552 9199 
Redline 0121 541 2233 Streetline 0121 552 4000 

Queenshead & Local Cars 0121 429 5050 




Wheelchair accessible 


Like us on Facebook 


All major credit and debit cards accepted. visa Q 




MasterCard 
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asking more from chemistry* 



ea*on i 
reefing 


Solvay at Oldbury are pleased 
to support the local community 


to all our neighbours 


d 


Solvay Oldbury 

P.O. Box 80, Trinity Street Oldbury B69 4LN 

Tel: 0121 552 3333 Fax: 0121 541 3444 



Whyley Walk, Langley 
0121 552 2629 

Book Your Christmas Party or 
Your Christmas Lunch 

WE NOW HAVE A NEW CHEF THAT 
HAS JOINED US RICH WELCOMES 
YOU TO TASTE OUR NEW MENU AT 

JT’S BRASSERIE 

E: info@jtbrasserie.com 
Full Carvery every Sunday 

Please check out our website for other 
days available 
www.crosswells.co.uk 
Live Sport, Pool, Masters Pub Poker, 
Entertainment, Beer, Garden, Baby 
Changing Station, Disabled Access & 
Facilities, Large Car Park 

Function Room to hire 
for your special occasion 

a Find us on Facebook 

M crosswells@btinternet.com 


'j 


& 

<• 

Car paints including touch up 
sticks, spray cans on shelf, or 
made to order, undercoat and 
plastic primers, VHT paints and 
sprays, mixing service. 

D/A discs, wet and dry paper, 
Scotch pads, G3. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
pot0121 552 2851^ 
0121 544 8858 

33-35 LANGLEY HIGH STREET, 
OLDBURY 


Merry Christmas 
To All Our 
Customers 
Old and New ' ^,, 


Wishing our customers 
d Merry Christmas 



Pet Sup) 


Merry Christmas 
* fo all our Customers 

The West Midlands’ Oldest Supplier of 
o° World Class Grain Free Dog and Cat Food 

www.langleypetsupplies.com 
<p 10A Langley High Street, Langley B69 4SL 

0121544 3532 



* Aloe Vera 


^pecialffiffW 

10%5nf beauty 
with Louise on a Thursday 
lair with 
on a Tuesday 


LIVING PRODUCTS 

CALL NOW ON 0121 422 4001 
or 07939 086163 

156 Bleakhouse Road, Oldbury B68 OLU 


28th November 2015 


Langley Village Christmas Lights Street Celebration 

Langley 



Lights 


4.30pm - 7.00pm 

Programme of events will be 
available on the evening. 
Procession starts at 4.45pm 

Event Sponsored by 
Langley Festival 
Sandwell Irish Community 
Association 

Solvay and Sandwell MBC 

Fun for all the family! 


All the usual performances plus lots more! 


NOW TAKING CHRISTMAS ORDERS! 
ALL FRESH EVERY DAY • OPEN 7 DAYS 
686 Wolverhampton Road, Oldbury, B68 8DB 

0121 552 1210 

www.bowkettsofoldburv.co.uk 


The Card n Giftbox 

19 Langley High Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4SN 

VISIT SANTA IN OUR LITTLE GROTTO ON 
SATURDAY LIGHTS SWITCH ON 

£2.00 PER CHILD AND THEN BY 
APPOINTMENT UP TILL CHRISTMAS 



























YOU CAN NOW ORDER ONLINE 


www.fireplacefactorydirect.co.uk 





Bookings now being 
taken for Christmas 

Christmas party bookings 
Open lunchtimes and evenings 
Mon - Thurs 12 noon - 11pm 
Fri - Sat 12 noon - 12 midnight 
Sun 2pm - 11pm 
Closed Christmas Day 
Open Boxing Day 5pm - Late 
Istanbul restaurant has Friday and Saturday 

a charcoal grill that Evenings 

provides freshly grilled 

meat and fish dishes r*eiiy 


Belly Dancers 


185 High Street, Rowley Regis, B65 ODLJ 

Tel:0121 6799 721 


FACTORY DIRECT 1 CAPRICORN 

■■H INTERIORS \ 


HARRISONS 

" PAINTING & DECORATING 
Commercial 6- Residential 
Work Undertaken 


• Flooring 

• Kitchens 

• Bathrooms 


Call Nick: 07792865975 

nick@harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 
Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 



CONSTRUCTIONS LTD 


Tel: 

0121 588 2740 

Mob: 

!• Experts in Disabled Adaptions 07956 888 611 

I# No Obligation Quotations 

|# Competitive Rates For Over 50’s - Quote This Ad 

info@gpsconstructions.com www.gpsconstructions.com 


Building New Homes, Extensions, Renovation 
____ Grant Work & General Building ■ ".. i 


h * thfBIG 

—| |v h 

0121 550 9095 


Free Parking - Open 7 Days 

Dogs Welcome In Store - Tropical Fish Specialists 

www.thebigpetstore.co.uk 

Unit 3, Hareward Rise, Halesowen B62 8AN 


Offer of the month 


— IKHBCj |LJVM 

Birmingham City & Sandwell MBC Approved 


Insulation, repairs and services on t 
fires and cookers 
Install A band condensing boiler with 
free wireless room stat from £1250 

Ex British Gas with 30 years experience 



• Free Quotes»Free Local Delivery*Free Measuring 
Fitting Service Available 


129 Coombs Road, Halesowen Call: 0121 561 4607 


• OiQss (USDs 


Rear of 64 HjgjjFStreet | West Bromwich | West Midlands. B70 6JT 

Phone : 0121-553-0666 


| CARLING 

4 cans for £3.50 
8 cans for £6.50 
J/Sk Blossom Hill & 

Echo ^ alls White ' 
up Red or Rose 

(%:J( c l£3!99forJ 
V - nTO 3 for £10 


APEX WINES 

Gorsty Hill Road, Halesowen, Rowley Regis B65 0EY 


Italian Wine 
£2.99 or 
Two for £5 

Plus 
many 
more 
offers in 
store 



Jack/e 

Freelance Administrator 

Home based, for all your 
administration needs 
Includes: Invoicing, Quotes, 
Book Keeping & much more... 

Uses latest Microsoft Office 365 


Call Jackie for a very competitive and prompt quote: 

Tel: 07891 969327 | Email: nutt.jacqueline@gmail.com 




4.6 York divan bed 
Was £299.99 

Now only £99.99 

limited stocks. 


[ On/y £499 J £499 

Cut Out the Middle Man & Buy Direct 

Open Mon-Fri 8am - 4pm Saturday 8am - 2pm 

r \ 

Unit 12, Parkrose Industrial Estate, Middlemore Road B66 2DZ 

0121558 8265 r _, 

Mast&card ? CHECK US OUT ON FftCEBOOK fireplacefactorydirectj |P7H1| 



This weekend 
only £399.99 

Guaranteed before 
Christmas, also available 
with armchairs 


We supply and fit carpets , we will come out and measure and 
give you free estimates. WE WILL BRING THE SAMPLES OUT 
TO YOU IF YOU CAN’T GET INTO THE SHOP. 


33 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury Town Centre B69 4DY 

0121 544 4449 

www.capricorninteriors.co.uk 

Open Mon-Sat 10am-5.30pm 
Sunday 11am-3pm 
Small Deposit Secures Price 


JOHN! HARRIS 

House Furnishers & Re-Upholstery Service 


Otw rlvrft 


Stockist of 
chairs to make 
sitting and 
rising easier 




Recliner 

Chairs 



Ortho 

Chairs 


•Divan Beds »Bed Frames •Mattresses 


WE ARE 
HERE ^ 

71 

r 

0121 559 2402 

1A Causeway, Blackheath 

Q 

n 


1 BLACKHEATH 

CENTRE 

Now open Saturday 10am-2pm, 
Weekdays 10am-4.00pm 

Closed all day Thursday* Private car park 


HE CAKE COMPANYUK 

Bespoke cake makers and cake supplies 

• Celebration cakes from £35 

• Wedding cakes from £199 

• Edible A4 icing sheets 

• Cake schools 

62 Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LS 

8121 559 8999 

cakesuk@hotmail.com 


ijp.l 


MB PAVING. 

Your Local DRIVEWAY & BLOCK PAVING SPECIALISTS 

Unbeatable on QUALITY & PRICE 

We are a Sandwell registered company! 

Working throughout the Black Country & 
surrounding area’s for over 20 years 
A name you can trust NO deposits! 

All work GUARANTEED! 

Call today for a FREE no obligation quote or visit our 
Website: www.mb-pavinnexperts.co.uk 
01215201352-07977327715 

‘The Best around” don’t settle for less. 
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star ★extraTRAVEL 


For brochures please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Bath and Oxford 


Washington, New York 
and Niagara Falls 


Eight days various departure dates 



STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the Express & Star, offers a 
wide range of short breaks and holidays. For your security, our tour opera¬ 
tors are members of ABTA - the Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air 
Travel Organisers Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless 
otherwise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take bookings 
over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages for full description 
plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up points 
offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the 
exception of holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 


Buy one get one free 


York, Harrogate and 
the Yorkshire Dales 



PRICE FROM 


£999 


Discover a trio of historic, enthralling American 
cities, and one of the world’s greatest natural 
wonders, all on this wonderful escorted tour. 

Enjoy an included visit to the ‘most powerful city on Earth’, 
Washington DC. Here take the opportunity to join an 
optional guided city tour and see some of the most famous 
US landmarks, such as the Capitol building, the Washington 
Monument, the Lincoln Memorial and of course the White 
House itself. 

A full day is spent in the world’s most exciting metropolis, 
New York City, with its landmark skyscrapers, green acres of 
Central Park, its famous Fifth Avenue stores and bustling 
Time Square. To truly experience the highlights of the city, 
try one of the optional excursions, these include a guided 
city tour and a breathtaking helicopter ride. 


Spend time admiring Niagara Falls and perhaps 
choose to take an optional helicopter flight over the 
Falls for a bird’s eye view. Alternatively enjoy lunch in a 
restaurant (payable locally) overlooking this fabulous 
natural wonder. 

Also on the itinerary is a two-night stay in Gettysburg, 
site of the 1863 battle where Confederate forces 
overcame the Unionists during the American Civil War. 

Visit historic Philadelphia with an included city tour, 
which will bring to life the colourful story of America’s 
birth and the characters of great men, like Benjamin 
Franklin and George Washington. 


INFO 

• Return flights 

• Coach travel throughout overseas 

• ®! x ™ 9hts room-only accommodation 

•Guided city tour of Philadelphia 

• Optional excursions available 

• Services of a tour manager 

‘ appts r ° 0mS SUbieCf f ° aVailability - su PPtement 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V7812, 


ATOL 2325) 


Two days departing March 20 


Four days departing April 8 


PRICE FROM 


£ 155 * 


PRICE FROM 


£209 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Visits to Oxford and Bath 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


* Price is for two people 

Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


• Return coach travel 

• Three nights half-board accommodation 

• Visits to Skipton, Harrogate and Haworth 

• Full day in York 

• Scenic coach tour of the Yorkshire Dales stopping at 
Grassington and Pateley Bridge 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Royal Yacht 
Britannia, Edinburgh 
and Glasgow 


Lumiere London 


Five days departing April 15 and October 16 Two days departing January 16 


PRICE FROM 


£329 


PRICE FROM 


£79 


• Return coach travel 

• Four nights half-board accommodation 

• Visit to the Royal Yacht Britannia 

• Visits to Edinburgh and Glasgow 

• Cruise on Loch Lomond 

• Cruise on Steam ship Sir Walter Scott on Loch Katrine 

• Tour and tasting at the Glengoyne Distillery 

• Scenic visit to Queen Elizabeth Forest including 
Aberfoyle 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


• Return coach travel 

» Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 
» Visit to London for the Lumiere London light festival 

• Time for shopping or sightseeing 

» Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Edinburgh City 
Break by rail 

Three days 

monthly weekend departures to March 2016 


£109. 95 


London Weekend 
by rail 

Two days various departure dates 


Lincoln, York and 
Castle Howard 


Strawberry Fields, 
Penny Lane and the 
Cavern Club 


Four days departing June 24 and October 7 Three days departing July 22 and Sept 9 


PRICE FROM 


PRICE FROM 


£129. 95 


PRICE FROM 


£275 


PRICE FROM 


£199 


• Return standard class rail travel (upgrade offered) 

• Two nights bed and breakfast accommodation at the 
three-star Hotel ibis Edinburgh Centre South Bridge 

• Departures on Fridays and Saturdays 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


» Return standard class rail travel (upgrade offered) 

» Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation at a 
choice of four-star central London hotels 

* Free time in London 

* Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Three-day option also offered from £199.90 
Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


• Return coach travel 

• Three nights half-board accommodation 

• Entrance to Castle Howard 

• Visits to Lincoln, York and Beverley 

• Canal cruise in Lincoln with commentary and a 
complimentary drink 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V787X) 


• Return coach travel 

» Two nights half-board accommodation 

• ‘Beatles Coach Tour’ and entrance to the Cavern Club 

• Free time in Liverpool 

» Journey on the “Ferry ‘cross the Mersey” 

» Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V787X) 


Krakow 


Venice 


Madrid, Salamanca 
and Toledo 


Four days various departure dates 2016 



PRICE FROM 


£399 


• Return flights 

• Three nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Guided walking tour of Krakow 

• Visit to Wawel, the castle district 

• Visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau (included but optional) 

• Optional tour of Salt Mines 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Five days various departure dates 2016 



PRICE FROM 


£579 


• Return flights 

• Four nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Sightseeing tour of Venice 

• Timed entrance to St Mark’s Cathedral 

• Entrance to the Doge’s Palace 

• Boat tour to Murano and glass-making demonstration 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


Seven days various departure dates 2016 



PRICE FROM 


£599 


• Return flights 

• Six nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Four dinners (one dinner when staying at the Catalonia 
Gran Via Hotel) 

• Sightseeing tour of Madrid 

• Visit to Toledo 

• Visits to Aranjuez and Segovia 

• Walking tour of Salamanca 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 
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Comedy queen 

Sarah Millican - Page 27 


Indian food. 


FAMILIES WELCOME.' 
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THE 


FELLOWS 

BAR & GRILL 
Holdens Award Winning Ales 

Friday 27th November 




THE 

RELAXO’S 


Friday 4th December 

“cET BARDEWE 

Rock 


CLASSIC BICE 


Friday 11th December 


’ BAPCATS 


THE 

BADCATS 


Friday 18th December 

NOT SO Jmi 
ACOUSTIC iJI*' 
WHO 


fun 





CHRISTMAS EVE PARTY 

MOTOWN 
NORTHERN 
SOUL NIGHT 
DJ Kenny Lee 

NEW YEARS EVE 
DELRAY ROCKETS 

Buffet and live music 





£ 15.00 


r 


Limited tickets available 


20% OFF 

MAIN MEALS 

JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2016 
WITH THIS VOUCHER 

o Terms and conditions apply 


For more information call 

01384 243 600 

or check out our website 
www.thefellowsdudley.co.uk 
1 The Broadway, 
Castle Hill, Dudley DY1 4QD 


thefastticket _ Ustings Nov 27 - Dec 3 


Mumford & 
Sons 



Monday, 8pm 
Genting Arena, B’ham 
Mumford & Sons capped off an 
incredible summer with a huge British 
return show at Reading Festival. They 
bring their tour to the Barclaycard 
Arena next week. 

Visit www.gentingarena.co.uk _ 


Courtney 

Barnett 



Tonight, 7pm 
Wulfrun Hall, W’ton 
This indie rock singer-songwriter from 
Melbourne has been a sensation in 
Australia with her debut album Some¬ 
times I Sit and Think, and Sometimes I 
Just Sit, recorded in just 10 days. 

Visit www.wolvescivic.co.uk 


White 

Christmas 

iKiurj Banter* 

WHITE 

CHRISTMAS 

TMI MUSICAL 


Tuesday - Dec 3 
Grand Theatre, W’ton 
Based on the timeless classic film 
starring Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye, 
Rosemary Clooney and Vera Ellen, 
this heart-warming musical features 17 
unforgettable Irving Berlin tunes. 

Visit www.grandtheatre.co.uk _ 


Paul 

Gascoigne 



Monday, 7pm 
Civic Hall, W’ton 

Listen to footballing hero Gazza talk 
about his career highs and lows, both 
on and off the field, when he was 
playing for England and Tottenham 
Hotspurs. 

Visit www.wolvescivic.co.uk 


POP & ROCK 

Joe Brown 

Sat at 8pm, £28.50 
Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

The Prodigy 

Thu at 6pm, £28.20 - £40.20 
Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Beartooth 

Sat at 7pm, £10 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

The Jack Tars 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. Call 01902 401211 

Midlands Metal Crusade 

Sat at 7pm, £8.80 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 1RQ. Call 0870 320 7000 

The Counterfeit Stones 

Sat at 7.30pm, £13-£15 
The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. Call 01902 401211 

China Crisis 

Sun at 8pm, £15 - £16 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. Call 01902 401211 

Darkside: Pink Floyd Show 

Sat at 7pm, £15 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 1 RQ. Call 0870 320 7000 

Paul Weller 

Fri at 6.30pm, £38 
Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Slayer 

Fri at 6.30pm, £39.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Faithless 

Wed at 6pm, £35.70 
Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

The Waterboys 

Mon at 7.30pm, £28.50 - £32.50 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Courtney Barnett 

Fri at 7pm, £15 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 1 RQ. Call 0870 320 7000 

Orange Goblin: 20th 
Anniversary Tour 

Thu at 7pm, £15 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Dodgy 

Fri at 7pm, £16.50 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 


John Otway 

Thu at 7.30pm -11 pm, £10 
Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Danni Nicholls 

Fri at 8.30pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge, 
DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

Green Jelly 

Sun at 7pm, 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

The Replicas 

Fri at 8pm, 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1JN. Call 01384 397177 

Guy Garvey 

Thu at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Oily Murs Tribute 

Tue at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. Call 01902 401211 

Josh Groban 

Sun at 8pm, £50 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Free Radio Live 2015 

Sat at 7pm, £38.10-£42.50 
Genting Arena, Birmingham, 
B40 1 NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Ultra 90’s: 90s Dance Tribute 

Sat - Sun at 7.30pm - 2am, £9 
The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1 JN. Call 01384 397177 

The Dreaming Tree 

Fri at 8pm, £5 
Newhampton Arts Centre, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 4AN. 

Call 01902 572090 

Mumford And Sons 

Mon at 12am, 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 
B40 1 NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Nazareth 

Thu at 8.30pm, £22 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. Call 01902 401211 

The Courteeners 

Thu at 7pm, £22.50 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 1 RQ. Call 0870 320 7000 

Mainly Madness 

Fri at 7.30pm, £10-£12 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. Call 01902 401211 

XSLF 

Fri - Sat at 8pm - 1am, 

The Boars Head, Kidderminster, 
DY10 1EW. Call 01562 861870 

Ruby Bridge 

Fri at 10pm, £3-5 
The Grapes, Stafford, 

ST16 2HZ. Call 07989 174631 


Reprise Rock and Pop Party 
Band 

Sat at 8pm, £2 
Arena Aldridge, Walsall 
WS9 8QR. 

Call 07882 768 104 

The River Rea Band 

Sat at 8pm, £3 
Knight’s Quest 
Rowley Regis, B65 0EE 
Call 0121 561 5599 

JAZZ & BLUES 

Stuart McCallum 

Thu at 8.30pm - 10.30pm, £10 
Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Metrenco Band 

Sun at 8pm, Free 
The Grapes 
Stafford, ST16 2HZ 
Call 07989 174631 

FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

Irish Music Session 

Wed at 8pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

Nick Harper 

Fri at 8pm -11pm, £13.25 
The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

CBSO 2015-16: Beethoven’s 
Eroica 

Wed at 2.15pm, Thu at 2.15pm, 
£12.50-£45 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Steve Reich’s Drumming 

Tue at 6pm, £4 - £6.50 
Birmingham Conservatoire, 
Birmingham City University, 

B3 3HG. 

Call 0121 331 5901 

Performance Platform: 

Tasmin Little 

Tue at 1.05pm - 2pm, 
Birmingham Conservatoire, 
Birmingham City University, 

B3 3HG. 

Call 0121 331 5901 

The 2015 Birmingham 
International Tattoo 

Sat at 6pm, Sun at 2pm, 

£17.20-£28.20 
Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

CBSO 2015-16 Friday Night 
Classics: James Bond 

Fri at 7.30pm, £12.50-£47 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 


THEATRE 

Birmingham Royal Ballet: The 
Nutcracker 

Sun at 1pm, Tue at 2pm, 7.30pm, 
Wed at 7.30pm, Thu at 2pm, 
7.30pm, £19-£56 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

Beryl 

Fri at 2.45pm, 7.45pm, Sat at 

7.45pm, £17-£20 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Dancing Queen 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. Call 01527 65203 

The Lion The Witch And The 
Wardrobe 

Fri at 7pm, Sat at 2pm, 7pm, Mon 
at 7pm, Thu at 10.15am, 2.30pm, 
£7.50 - £35 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Guys And Dolls 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 
7.30pm, Wed at 2.30pm, 7.30pm, 
Thu at 7.30pm, £15-£47.50 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Treasure Island 

Fri at 10.15am, 1.30pm, Sat at 
2.30pm, 7pm, Sun at 1pm, 5pm, 
Tue at 10.15am, 1.30pm, Wed 
at 10.15am, 1.30pm, Thu at 
10.15am, 1.30pm, 

The Old Rep Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DY. 

Call 0121 605 5116 

White Christmas: South Staffs 
Musical Theatre Company 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, Thu at 7.30pm, 

£10-£19.50 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Yvette 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Newhampton Arts Centre, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 4AN. 

Call 01902 572090 

A Murder Is Announced 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, 

£15.50-£26 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

We’re Going On A Bear Hunt: 
Little Angel Theatre (Over 2s) 

Fri at 10.30am, 1.30pm, Sat at 
10.30am, 2pm, Sun at 10.30am, 
2pm, 

mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 


COMEDY 

Stewart Francis: Pun Gent 

Thu at 8pm - 10.30pm, £17.50 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Sarah Millican: Outsider 

Fri at 8pm, Sat at 8pm, Sun at 
8pm, £25 - £26 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 1 RQ. Call 0870 320 7000 

Jeremy Hardy 

Fri at 8pm, 

Artrix, Bromsgrove, B61 1PQ. 
Call 01527 577330 

Dave Gorman: Gets Straight To 
The Point (The PowerPoint) 

Sun at 7pm - 8pm, 8pm, £24 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 1 RQ. Call 0870 320 7000 

Sean McLoughlin: Whatever It 
Takes 

Sun at 8.15pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 

TALKS 

Blofeld & Baxter: Rogues On 
The Road 

Fri at 7.30pm, £20.35 
mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

An Audience With “Gazza” Paul 
Gascoigne 

Mon at 7pm -11.30pm, 

£20-£100 

Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 1 RQ. Call 0870 320 7000 

ART EXHIBITIONS 

This Is Not A Joke 

Fri, Sat at 10am - 5pm, 

Mon - Thu at 10am - 5pm 
Wolverhampton Art Gallery, 

WV1 1 DU. 

Call 01902 552055 

Jessica Holt 

Fri, Sat at 10am - 5pm, 

Sun at 12pm - 4pm, 

Tue at 10am - 5pm 

The New Art Gallery Walsall, 

WS2 8LG. Call 01922 654400 

OTHER EVENTS 

Motorcycle Live 

Sat - Thu from 9am 
The NEC Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

The Robin 2 Record & 

CD Fair 

Sun at 11 am - 4pm, Free 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. Call 01902 401211 

BBC Good Food Show Winter 

Fri, Sat at 9.30am - 6pm, 

Sun at 9.30am - 5pm, 

£21.75-£94 

The NEC, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. Call 0121 780 4141 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 


Ballet’s Christmas 
cracker returns 



A magical scene from The Nutcracker with Jenna Roberts as the Snow Fairy 


BIRMINGHAM Royal Ballet 
have brought their annual 
Christmas treat, The Nut¬ 
cracker, to Birmingham Hip¬ 
podrome. 

The sumptuous fantasy danced 
to the music of Tchaikovsky will be 
staged from tomorrow (Fri) until Sun¬ 
day, December 13. 

In 1990 Sadlers Wells Royal Ballet 
moved from London the West Mid¬ 
lands to become Birmingham Royal 
Ballet in what was described as ‘the 
arts coup of the decade’. 

In celebration of this momentous 
occasion Sir Peter Wright assembled 
a stellar creative team, including de¬ 
signer John F Macfarlane, to create 
his famous production of The Nut¬ 
cracker for the city of Birmingham. 

A quarter of a century later, the 
classic production which has captured 
the hearts and imaginations of gener¬ 
ations of theatregoers returns to the 
BRB’s home theatre to celebrate its 
silver anniversary. 

In what has now become an annual 
tradition for many families, Sir Pe¬ 
ter’s production will have been per¬ 
formed in Birmingham a total of 429 
times during its 25 sparkling years. 

The spectacular sets and costumes 
see magical creatures come to life, 
flurries of snow sweep across the stage 
and an unforgettable transformation 
sequence with gigantic Christmas 
tree, which have helped make this 
production become widely regarded 
as one of the best in the world. 

The Nutcracker tells the tale of 
young Clara and her Christmas gift 
of a nutcracker doll, which she re¬ 
ceives at a family Christmas party 


from a mysterious magician. When 
she sneaks downstairs to play with 
her doll, on the stroke of midnight 
she is shrunk to the size of her doll, 
which must defend her against King 
Rat’s army. Se is swept up in a fantas¬ 
tical journey to a magical land where 
she meets the Snow Fairy, the Sugar 


Plum Fairy and, of course, her hand¬ 
some prince. 

Tickets range from £19 to £56 and 
there will be matinees as well as the 
nightly 7.30pm performances. Con¬ 
tact the Hurst Street theatre via 
Birminghamhippodrome.com or call 
0844 338 5000. 



Country life for 
Outsider Sarah 


SHE has picked up numerous awards for her 
witty humour and frankness on her day to day 
life, so it is no wonder Sarah Millican has her 
sell-out crowds crying with laughter. 

There was no stopping the Geordie lass in entertaining her 
audience with her side-splitting antics at her recent gig in 
Telford, and fans of her no-nonsense approach are in for a 
treat when she performs at Wolverhampton Civic Hall tomor¬ 
row (Fri) and Saturday night. 

The TV and radio comedy panel regular is currently tour¬ 
ing on her latest show Sarah Millican: Outsider which draws 
upon her recent move to the countryside for some of the big¬ 
gest laughs. 

Her show focused on her family life, tales of her cats: Brody 
and Ripley, her dog and her new husband. But the comedi¬ 
enne also covers thornier issues, such as body image to bul¬ 
lying. The South Shields comic may also reveal why she was 
pleased to turn 40 this year. 

Sarah has appeared at The Royal Variety Performance and 
her debut DVD, Chatterbox Live, became the biggest selling 
stand-up DVD by a female comedian. She has released three 
more since. She has notched up appearances on top TV shows 
including QI, Mock the Week, Have I Got News For You, 8 
Out of 10 Cats, Live at the Apollo, Michael McIntyre’s Com¬ 
edy Roadshow, and has chatted to Graham Norton, Jonathan 
Ross and Alan Carr on their respective chat shows 

Sarah’s skills are in constantly keeping her audience on 
their toes with her constant down to earth comedy. 


Tar very much for 
these rock veterans 

KEY gigs over the next few days 
include wry Australian indie 
rocker Courtney Barnett at the 
Wulfrun Hall tomorrow (Fri), 
80s synth popsters China Cri¬ 
sis at the Robin 2 in Bilston on 
Sunday and folk-rockers The 
Waterboys at Symphony Hall, 
Birmingham, on Monday. 

Punk rock stalwarts in The 
Jack Tars at Robin 2 on Wednes¬ 
day include Captain Sensible, 
Mike Peters and Slim Jim Phan¬ 
tom. Rock veteran Joe Brown 
will be looking back over a career 
that stretches from the 1950s, 
and no doubt plucking his uku¬ 
lele, at Birmingham Town Hall 
on Saturday, and Josh Groban 
will sing show tunes at a sold out 
Symphony Hall on Sunday. 


Comedian Dave 
gets to the point 

FANS have two chances to 
catch stand-up comedian Dave 
Gorman in the West Midlands 
on his latest tour, following the 
success of his Googlewhack and 
Modern Life Is Goodish shows. 

This time the comic from 
Stafford will use the medium of 
Powerpoint to reveal his ideas. 

Dave Gorman Gets Straight 
to the Point tonight (Thu) at 
Birmingham’s Symphony Hall 
and again at the Wulfrun Hall 
in Wolverhampton on Sunday. 

Upcoming comedy shows 
include Sarah Millican (see 
above), Stewart Francis’ Pun 
Gent Tour at Symphony Hall 
on December 3, Noel Fielding 
at the Civic Hall on December 5. 


Young Fathers to 
join the Modfather 

THE Modfather himself, Paul 
Weller, will be in concert at the 
Barclaycard Arena in Birming¬ 
ham city centre tomorrow (Fri). 

The former Jam man’s last 
single was I’m Where I Should 
Be from his acclaimed 2015 
album Saturn’s Pattern, and it 
will be followed by Pick It Up 
next month. 

Weller will be supported by 
Scottish trio Young Fathers 
who won the Mercury Prize for 
debut album Dead last year and 
this year released second album 
White Men Are Black Men Too. 

It’s full-on dance-rock at the 
Barclaycard Arena with Faith¬ 
less on December 2 and The 
Prodigy on December 3. 



Great Bar...Great Food ... 
WKGrehrjEnrerSra in merit ... 
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m 
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CARVERY 


We also serve 


GREAT 


STEAK & 


£3745 


GRILL DEALS 


M0N-THURS : 12.00-2.30PM, 6-8PM | FRI-SAT 12.00-2.30PM 

^ High Street, Blackheath 

TL. ^Tels 0121 501 5599 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 


\2tojS0ciil31ttnia 


Mondqy-Wednesday, 


n n/yf?l [ p7n 


ThursfFri* \ 


43A WOLVERHAMPTON 
ROAD, QUINTON 

0121 429 1602 

NEXT TO THE AMBER TAVERN 

OPEN TILL LATE 


EVERY 
FRIDAY & 
SATURDAY 

•DJ» 
FROM 9PM 
IN OUR 
ZURAR 


SATURDAY 

28TH 

NOVEMBER 


• FREE JUKEBOX 
FREE *3 TABLE POOL ROOM 
• FREE FUNCTION ROOM 
• NO LONGER A MEMBERS CLUB 


Tit 


GUINNESS £2.50 A PINT 


Q O 


ARE HERE 

To Harborne > 


< To Oldbury 


To Halesowen 
v 


SHOWN LIVE HERE sky SPORTS 

OPENING TIMES: MON TO THUR 4PM - 12PM FRI TO SUN 12 NOON - LATE 
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travel 



Hop on and off where ever suits you with the Honister Rambler Hazel Bank won the Guest Accommodation of the Year 2015 The five-star Hazel Bank Country Hotel in Borrowdale 



The rolling hills and twisty Lake District roads 


Leave car behind to see more 
of the fantastic Lake District 


LOOKING across across rolling 
green countryside to the impos¬ 
ing western fells of the Lake Dis¬ 
trict, I remarked: “That’s a fan¬ 
tastic view.” 

“It’s the best in the country,” replied the 
host. He certainly had a point. The five-star, 
multi-award winning Hazel Bank Country 
House Hotel in Borrowdale has a spectacu¬ 
lar vista in virtually any direction. We were 
about to see a lot of it by bus and boat. 

There is no doubt that Lakeland enjoys 
some of the finest scenery in the country, if 
not the world, which is why it attracts visi¬ 
tors from all corners of the globe. 

With its spectacular mountains and fells, 
picture postcard lakes and narrow tortu¬ 
ous roads it offers something for just about 
everyone, even if you have to pack your 
waterproofs much of the time. Walkers, 


By Bill McCarthy 

climbers, sailors, rowers, poets and literary 
giants have all found something to inspire 
them. Philanthropist John Ruskin and poet 
Williams Wordsworth put down lasting 
roots in the area as did children’s novelist 
Beatrix Potter. 

Lakeland is not huge and with millions of 
visitors, many using their cars on the twisty 
roads and fearsome passes, it can turn a 
holiday into a traffic-dodging nightmare. 
So a new initiative to get people more in 
touch with nature and out of their vehicles 
has been launched. 

The new ‘See More’ project funded by the 
Department of Transport is encouraging 
visitors to leave cars at their hotels and find 
new ways to explore the Lake District and 
Cumbria. New additions for 2015 include 
a tour bus exploring the North Lakes and 


extended early evening services on the ‘hop 
on, hop off Honister Rambler bus service, 
alongside regular cruises on Derwentwater 
aboard the Keswick Launch. 

Our attempt at dumping the car took us 
to the swish hotel at Rosthwaite in Borrow¬ 
dale. The seven-bedroom establishment of¬ 
fers five-star accommodation and cuisine for 
those looking for a quiet break away from it 
all or more vigorous walks and climbs. 

Bespoke 

The family-run establishment offers 
bespoke rooms with the highest level of 
fixtures and fittings. A true family estab¬ 
lishment, host Gary MacCrae is a Keswick 
man who knows the area like the back of his 
hand. He is front of house, his wife Donna 
does the cooking and their family fill in at 
various points. 

It is just far enough off the road to be a 


haven for red squirrels, deer and other wild¬ 
life, and close enough to the bus stop just 
150 yards away. 

It is ideally situated for the Honister 
Rambler, a bus which can take you where 
others fear to drive, including the Honis¬ 
ter Slate Mine and the picturesque village 
of Buttermere on its circuitous route from 
Keswick, beyond Derwentwater and back 
to Keswick. An open-top double decker also 
operates between villages. 

You can comfortably leave your vehicle 
behind and take advantage of deals such as 
a joint all-day bus and boat ticket for Der¬ 
wentwater and the Keswick and Honister 
area.An Explorer ticket covers the whole of 
Cumbria and North Lancashire. 

Of course, there’s also Shanks’ Pony and 
two wheels, but it does make sense to use 
other transport. The roads can be a night¬ 
mare and you miss so much while driving. 





CHRISTMAS PARTIES AT PERRY BARR GREYHOUND STADIUM 


PARTY ROblMS 


k 


TRACKSIOi E 


■rum 

£25.00 

per person , 


■ A - > PACK 

£13.00 

RESTAURANT per person 

from 

£25.00 


iMCALL 0870 840 7All 

JvISaa/ CLICK: lovethedogschristmas.co.uk /r 

ALL PRE-BOOKED PACKAGES INCLUDE £7 ADMISSION AND RACE CARD. 


Tues - Sat 

2 for £6 

MAIN MEALS 

Lunchtime Menu 


mm 

(MERY 

£ 5 . 99 ! 


12.00 - 4.00 pm 

15% OFF 


Expires in 
4 weeks 


9121 5924939 


301 Crankhall Lane, Wednesbury, WS10 OQQ I 0121 502 4939 f 


Christmas 



santa 
Sunday lunch 

Our popular Santa Sunday Lunches are a family 
event where you can enjoy a delicious traditional 
3-course Sunday lunch with a festive twist on 
selected dates in December. 


Sunday 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th 
£16.95 per adult 
£8.95 per child including gift 
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SATURDAY’S TV NOVEMBER 28 


CHOICE 



Peter Capaldi 


Doctor Who 
(BBC1,8.05pm) 

The Doctor faces the greatest 
challenge of his many lives 
when he is trapped, alone, in a 
world unlike any he has ever 
seen. Pursued by a fearsome 
creature known only as ‘the 
Veil’, the Time Lord must 
attempt the impossible in one 
final test, and if he makes it 
through, the long-lost world of 
Gallifrey is waiting. Peter 
Capaldi takes centre-stage in 
what is effectively a one-man 
episode for the first half of this 
year’s series finale. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Football Focus. 12.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 12.10 Formula 1: Abu 
Dhabi Grand Prix- Qualifying. The battle 
for pole in the final round of the season 
(Start-time 1.00pm). 2.05 Tennis: Davis 
Cup Final. Belgium v Great Britain. 5.10 
Celebrity Mastermind. (Fi) 5.40 BBC 
News. 5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 Pointless Celebrities. David 
Coulthard, Mark Webber, Allan 
McNish, Claire Williams, Murray 
Walker, Nigel Mansell, Christian 
Horner and Suzi Perry take part in 
a Formula One-themed edition of 
the quiz. 

6.50 Strictly Come Dancing. Tess Daly 
and Claudia Winkleman present as 
the pro-celebrity dancing contest 
returns home to the studio 
following the trip away to 
Blackpool’s Tower Ballroom. While 
the remaining seven couples 
might have come back to more 
familiar surroundings, there’s no 
less glamour on offer, as Len 
Goodman, Darcey Bussell, Bruno 
Tonioli and Craig Revel Florwood 
appraise their performances in 
Ballroom and Latin routines. The 
stars are also given a chance to 
improve their initial scores in a 
Quickstepathon. Once all the 
competitors have had a second 
chance to dance, the viewing 
public will decide which two pairs 
will face each other in tomorrow’s 
dance-off, which as ever will see 
one unlucky duo leave the contest. 

8.05 Doctor Who. The Doctor is 

stranded alone on a strange world, 
and must face a creature known 
only as “the Veil” as his quest to 
return to Gallifrey grows closer to 
a conclusion than ever before. 

9.00 Casualty. Cal contests the 
outcome of Matilda’s paternity 
test, and makes a shocking 
discovery about his own history in 
the process. Meanwhile, Jacob 
proves he is now in control of his 
anger. 

9.50 The National Lottery Live. Special 
guest Jason Donovan performs 
live. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Highlights of 
Manchester City v Southampton 
and Leicester City v Manchester 
United; National Lottery Update. 
11.40The Apprentice. (R) 

12.40 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.45 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.10 Race to Super Bowl 50. 6.55 Film: 
Tennessee’s Partner. (1955) 8.20 
Formula 1: Abu Dhabi Grand Prix - 
Practice Two. 9.55 Formula 1: Abu Dhabi 
Grand Prix-Practice Three. 11.05 FI 
Rewind-Amazing Races. 12.05 Terry 
and Mason’s Great Food Trip. (R) 12.35 
Terry and Mason’s Great Food Trip. (R) 

I. 05 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 
The second round gets under way at the 
Barbican Centre in York. 4.30 Final 
Score. 5.10 Flog It! 5.40 The Great 
Pottery Throw Down. (R) 

6.40 Great Continental Railway 
Journeys. Michael Portillo traces 
the early 20th-century roots of the 
Spanish Civil War, which divided 
his family and sent his father into 
exile. The former politician 
discovers a nation fractured at the 
time by social tensions and 
regional loyalties, which today 
offer a rich diversity of cultures to 
delight the tourist. After arriving in 
Majorca from Barcelona, Michael 
spoils himself enjoying 
spectacular scenic views aboard a 
1912 vintage railway and a 1913 
tram. Last in the series. (R) 

7.40 Japan: Earth’s Enchanted 
Islands. Michelle Dockery 
narrates a documentary examining 
the wildlife of the east Asian 
country, beginning with the 
animals that live on the island of 
Honshu. (R) 

8.40 Dad’s Army. Walker is caught 
smuggling Italian PoWs out of 
camp at night, but far from being a 
traitor, he is furthering the war 
effort-and making some money 
on the side. (R) 

9.10 Ql XL. Bill Bailey, Jo Brand and 
Greg Davies join regular panellist 
Alan Davies and host Stephen Fry 
to meander through miscellaneous 
marriage and mating matters. 

9.55 Film: Papadopoulos & Sons. 
(2012) Premiere. A Greek 
millionaire loses everything he has 
in a financial crisis, leaving him 
with only one asset - his share in 
the fish and chip shop his father 
used to run. He is forced to return 
to his roots and work with his 
laidback brother to revive the 
family business. Comedy, starring 
Stephen Dillane. 

II. 40 Snooker: UK Championship. 

Action from the second round at 
the Barbican Centre in York. 

12.30 Snooker: UK Championship Extra. 

2.30 This Is BBC Two. 5.45 The Ato Z of 
TV Gardening. (R) 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 

Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.05 
Oddbods. (R) 7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 
Super 4. (R) 7.40 Adventure Time. 8.00 
Marvel Avengers Assemble. 8.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 
ITV News. 9.30 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 
10.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.25 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.30 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.40 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 1.45 Judge Rinder. (R) 2.45 
Doc Martin. (R) 3.45 Midsomer 
Murders. (R) 5.45 Regional Programme; 
Weather. 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern 
hosts the game show in which 
three contestants guess the 
familiar phrases hidden in 
animated clues, before one of 
them plays to win £50,000. 

7.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 
Actress Sally Phillips, musician 
RickWakeman, professional 
snowboarder Jenny Jones and 
impressionist Alistair McGowan 
pit their wits against ruthless quiz 
genius the Chaser, as Bradley 
Walsh hosts another star-studded 
edition of the show. 

8.00 The X Factor. This year’s live show 
phase continues, as the remaining 
would-be stars face the fifth round 
of pulse-quickening 
performances. As ever, Simon 
Cowell, Nick Grimshaw, Rita Ora 
and Cheryl Fernandez-Versini are 
on hand to appraise the 
competitor’s talents, and 
presenters Caroline Flack and Oily 
Murs offer the singers much- 
needed moral support on-stage. 

As always, tomorrow’s show will 
see yet another act eliminated 
following another tense sing-off. 

9.45 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! Ant and Dec present the 
celebrity challenge, as the famous 
faces continue their ordeal in the 
Australian jungle. 

10.45 The Jonathan Ross Show. Luther 
star Idris Elba joins Jonathan in 
the studio, along with Celebrity 
Juice host Keith Lemon, 

Hollywood actress Liv Tyler and 
wildlife documentarian David 
Attenborough. 

11.50 ITV News; Weather.12.05 

Jackpot247. 3.00 Show Me the 
Telly. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 Race of 
Champions 2015. 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.00 The Morning Line. 
10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 Frasier. (R) 

11.00 The Big Bang Theory. 11.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. 11.55 The Simpsons. 
(R) 12.30 The Simpsons. (R) 1.00 
Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Newbury and Newcastle. 4.00 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 4.30 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

5.30 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.00 Come Dine with Me. Speed¬ 
dating expert Nikki Yucel hosts the 
final dinner party in Ipswich, and 
Kerrie Pankhurst reveals her 
feelings for another diner before 
the winner is announced. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The World’s Weirdest Weather. 
Examining strange weather events 
from around the world, including 
cities buried in snow, plagues of 
locusts falling from the sky, and 
changes in temperature that boil 
lakes and leave frogs frozen solid. 
8.00 Grand Designs: House of the 
Year. Kevin McCloud visits three 
more houses competing for a 
place on the finalist shortlist, 
including a timber and steel clad 
home in Dungeness, a pink brick 
house in Belfast, and an 18th 
century converted mill in rural 
Scotland. At the end of the show 
he announces the overall winner of 
the Royal Institute of British 
Architects House of the Year 2015, 
before visiting the house and 
discovering why it has been 
crowned the best new home in 
Britain. Last in the series. (R) 

9.00 Film: 2 Guns. (2013) Premiere. 
Two undercover agents - one 
working for the DEA the other for 
the Navy - infiltrate a drug cartel, 
only for the planned sting 
operation to go disastrously 
wrong. Both operatives become 
fugitives and must work together 
to survive - but both keep their 
true identity a secret, mistakenly 
thinking the other is a real 
criminal. Action adventure, 
starring Denzel Washington. 
11.10TFI Friday. Chris Evans hosts the 
lively entertainment show, 
featuring Wolf Alice. (R) 

12.15 Film: Easy A. (2010) 2.00 Alan 
Carr: Chatty Man. (R) 2.55 Fargo. (R) 
3.50 Hollyoaks. (R) 5.55 Kirstie’s 
Vintage Gems. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 9.30 The Saturday Show. 
11.40 Film: Annie Claus Is Coming to 
Town. (2011) Christmas fantasy, starring 
Maria Thayer. 1.30 Film: The Christmas 
Shepherd. (2014) Drama, starring Teri 
Polo. 3.20 Film: Finding Mrs Claus. 
(2012) Premiere. Comedy, starring Mira 
Sorvino. 5.10 Film: Christmas in 
Conway. (2013) Premiere. Festive 
romantic drama, starring Andy Garcia. 
7.00 5 News Weekend. 

7.05 Police Interceptors: Under 

Attack. Special episode featuring 
footage of members of the unit 
coming under attack while trying 
to keep the bad guys off the 
streets, from axe-wielding 
criminals to thugs who are handy 
with their fists. (R) 

8.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Agents Delroy and Kevin face a 
web of deceit in an Italian 
delicatessen in South London as 
they chase a huge debt amounting 
to £29,000. Meanwhile, Steve and 
Paul must evict a tenant in North 
London who has not paid her rent 
for over 18 months, before 
heading to Cambridgeshire to 
make one of their most emotional 
evictions to date. Plus, Brian and 
Delroy track down a pensioner in 
Surrey who owes £15,000 for a 
business he bought four years 
ago. (R) 

9.00 Football League Tonight. Kelly 
Cates and George Riley present 
extended highlights of the 
weekend’s top matches in the 
Championship, League One and 
League Two, including 
Huddersfield Town v 
Middlesbrough, Queens Park 
Rangers v Leeds United, Barnsley 
v Sheffield United and Plymouth 
Argyle v Leyton Orient. Plus, a 
round-up of the main talking 
points, and interviews with 
a selection of players and 
managers. 

10.20 TV’s 50 Greatest Magic Tricks. A 

countdown of illusions that have 
stood the test of time on the small 
screen, featuring Penn and Teller, 
Derren Brown, David Blaine, Paul 
Daniels and Dynamo. (R) 

1.05 The Gadget Show. Jon Bentley 
explores the latest technology for the 
home. (R) 1.55 SuperCasino. Live 
interactive gaming. 3.10 Sepp Blatter 
Exposed: The Fall of FIFA. (R) 4.00 
Gypsies on Benefits & Proud. (R) 4.50 
Make It Big. (R) 5.45 Angels of Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes V: Revenge of 
the Fifth 7.15 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.15 
Top Gear India Special 9.45 Live at the 
Apollo 10.30 Russell Howard’s Good 
News 11.00 Family Guy 1.15 Josh 1.45 
Rent a Cop 2.15 The Fear 2.45 Live at the 
Apollo 3.30 Russell Howard’s Good News 
4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Empire of the Seas: How the Navy 
Forged the Modern World 8.00 Britain’s 
Outlaws: Highwaymen, Pirates and 
Rogues 9.00 The Bridge 11.00 Catching 
History’s Criminals: The Forensics Story 
12.00 Burt Bacharach: A Life in Song 
1.30 Top of the Pops: 1980 2.05 Easy 
Listening Hits at the BBC 3.05 Sounds of 
the 70s 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

12.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! 

I. 30 The Xtra Factor 2.30 Little Mix: The 
Hot Desk 2.45 Scorpion 3.40 You’ve 
Been Framed! 4.10 I’m a Celebrity Get 
Me Out of Here! 5.40 Film: Hulk (2003) 
8.25 Film: Back to the Future (1985) 

10.45 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here 
Now! 11.50 The Keith Lemon Sketch 
Show 12.50 Plebs 1.45 Viral Tap 2.25 
Animal Practice 2.45 Teleshopping 5.45 
ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

II. 35 A Touch of Frost 3.45 Film: 
Columbo: Identity Crisis (1975) 5.50 
Wycliffe 6.55 Rosemary & Thyme 9.00 
Colditz 11.00 Lewis 1.00 Wycliffe 1.55 
ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

12.45 Live Darts: Players Championship. 
The opening second-round matches. 

5.00 Storage Wars: New York 6.00 Fifth 
Gear 7.00 Live Darts: Players 
Championship. The concluding second- 
round matches. 11.00 Film: Midnight 
Run (1988) 1.35 The Big Fish Off 2.35 
Movies Now 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 

E4 

11.35 Couples Come Dine with Me 1.35 
The Goldbergs 2.30 Film: Alvin and the 
Chipmunks: The Squeakquel (2009) 4.20 
Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 4.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 8.00 Film: Shallow Hal (2001) 

10.15 Gogglebox 12.25 The 
Inbetweeners 1.30 The IT Crowd 2.30 
Drifters 2.55 Rules of Engagement 4.30 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 4.55 Revenge 
Film4 

11.00 Meet Dave (2008)1.00 
ParaNorman (2012) 2.50 Time Bandits 
(1981)5.05 Congo (1995) 7.20 
Zoolander (2001) 9.00 The Iceman 
(2012) 11.10 American Mary (2012) 

1.15 Dorian Gray (2009) 3.35 Close 
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11th June 2016 | Sandwell Valley Country Park 



aiGM 







After 8 years of 80s fun at sell out events around the country. 
Let's Rock Birmingham! comes to Sandwell Valley Country 
Park on Saturday 11 th June 201 6 . Let's Rock Birmingham! 
offers a huge line-up of artists to bring you the very best of 
the 80s, and with an action packed day of general 80s 
madness, there's loads to do for everyone at this Family 
Friendly Festival. 


VIP tickets allow access to our funky 80s themed VIP 
enclosure, where you can kick back and relax in our comfy 
chill out zone or enjoy the outdoor seating area. 

Fancy dress is recommended, but not compulsory! 


Gates open 11am 
Festival starts 12pm 

For further information and 
to book please visit: 
www.letsrockbirmingham.com 


www.letsrockbirmihgham.com 
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30 thefastticket SUNDAY’S TV NOVEMBER 29 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Guy Martin 


Guy Martin: Last Flight of 
the Vulcan Bomber 
(Channel 4, 7.30pm) 

It may not have the same name 
recognition of the Spitfire, but 
the Vulcan plane played a vital 
role in protecting UK interests 
during the Cold War era, and 
was also responsible for the 
longest raid in British military 
history when it was used to 
attack enemy targets in the 
Falkland Islands. So, it was only 
fitting that the last airworthy 
Vulcan bomber, theXH558, was 
given decent send-off. In the 
run-up to its final flight, 
engineer Guy Martin is given 
unprecedented access to the 
aircraft, learning more about its 
history and talking to the crews 
who faced the awesome 
responsibility of potentially 
dropping nuclear bombs. He 
also gets to fly in formation with 
the Vulcan. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
Fern Britton Meets Shane Lynch. 11.00 
Regional Programme. 12.10 Formula 1: 
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix. The final round of 
the season (Start-time 1.00pm). 3.15 
Escape to the Country. 4.15 Songs of 
Praise. 4.50 The Hunt. (R) 5.50 BBC 
News. 

6.10 Regional Programme. 

6.20 Countryfile. John Craven visits a 
seed bank in Shropshire, where 
the Woodland Trust is working to 
preserve Britain’s endangered 
trees. Ellie Harrison meets artist 
Matt Sewell and learns how he 
captures the character of birds in 
his art. Adam Henson investigates 
a plan to paint cattle to make them 
more visible to drivers at night, 
and Tom Heap reports on plans to 
use insects as feed for farm 
animals. Including Weather For 
The Week Ahead. 

7.20 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman reveal the results of 
last night’s votes, before the two 
lowest scoring pairs compete in a 
dance-off. Plus, a musical 
performance from Adam Lambert. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the second visit in this 
series to Plas Newydd on the Isle 
of Anglesey. The team examine 
rarities including a cabinet with a 
secret function, a magazine rack 
made by celebrated designer Piero 
Fornasetti, a collection of historical 
items related to deafness, a 
Chinese silver punchbowl and a 
photo that has a connection to the 
Apollo 11 mission. 

9.00 The Hunt. Animals on the hunt in 
deserts and grasslands, where 
neither predator or prey has 
anywhere to hide. Featuring 
footage of cheetahs, eagles, lions, 
hot rod ants and headlight beetles. 
10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 

Chapman introduces highlights of 
the latest Premier League 
matches, including Tottenham 
Hotspur v Chelsea at White Hart 
Lane and Norwich City v Arsenal at 
Carrow Road. 

11.50 Citizen Khan. Mr Khan opens a 
fried chicken shop. (R) 

12.20 The Graham Norton Show. (R) 

1.05 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.10 
BBC News. 


6.30 Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 7.30 
Countryfile. (R) 8.30 An Island Parish: 
Falklands. (R) 9.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 10.30 Simply Nigella. (R) 

11.00 My Life on a Plate; (R) Weather for 
the Week Ahead. 11.50 Tennis: Davis 
Cup Final. 3.15 Football: Women’s Euro 
2017 Qualifiers. England v Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (Kick-off 3.30pm). 5.25 
Live Snooker: UK Championship. 

7.00 Robert Peston Goes Shopping. 
The history of the retail trade in 
Britain concludes with a look at 
how the high street has been hit 
hard in recent times by the rise in 
online shopping and the financial 
crash. From Amazon to Zawi, and 
the world’s first pop-up mall in 
east London, Robert shows how 
the everyday shopping experience 
has changed and predicts how 
people will buy their goods in the 
future. Contributors include 
Amazon’s UK MD Christopher 
North, ASOS boss Nick Robertson, 
and Sainsbury’s chief Justin King. 
Last in the series. (R) 

8.00 Ireland with Simon Reeve. Part 
two of two. The second leg of 
Simon’s journey begins at the 
Giant’s Causeway, before visiting a 
kelp farm on Rathlin Island. He 
heads to the Dark Hedges in Co 
Antrim, one of the filming 
locations from Game of Thrones, 
and visits Belfast for the July 12 
Festivities, discovering how the 
event has divided the city. He also 
learns more about Cromwell’s 
influence on Ireland, attends the 
Gaze film festival, and meets 
monkeys at an animal sanctuary in 
the Wicklow mountains. 

9.00 The Secret History of the British 
Garden. The extraordinary 
changes that occurred in the 19th 
century, as advances in technology 
made gardens more lavish, but 
also more widely available. Monty 
pays a visit to Queen Victoria’s 
royal retreat at Osborne and 
Derby’s Arboretum, which was the 
country’s first public park. He also 
investigates the scientific secrets 
behind the establishment of 
botanical gardens in Kew and 
Edinburgh. 

10.00 Film: The Cider House Rules. 

(1999) Drama, starring Tobey 
Maguire and Michael Caine. 

12.00 Snooker: UK Championship. 

12.50 Snooker: UK Championship Extra. 

2.50 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 3.45 
Holby City. (R) 4.45 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 

Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.05 
Oddbods.(R) 7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 
Super 4. (R) 7.40 Matt Hatter Chronicles. 
8.00 Marvel Avengers Assemble. 8.30 
Fish Hooks. 8.45 Fish Hooks. 9.00 
Jessie. 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

10.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.20 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.25 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.30 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 1.35 The Chase. (R) 2.35 The 
X Factor. (R) 4.20 Film: The Mummy 
Returns. (2001) Fantasy adventure 
sequel, starring Brendan Fraser. 

6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Jekyll and Hyde. Robert is 

tormented by the recent tragedies 
that have befallen him, causing 
him to lose control of his 
transformations. Bulstrode reveals 
that military intelligence is holding 
Ravi prisoner, but will release him 
in return for Robert’s help in 
investigating a series of strange 
killings. Robert takes on the case, 
and joins forces a vigilante also on 
the murderer’s trail - but when the 
truth behind the slaughter 
emerges, it leads to his new ally 
becoming a dangerous threat that 
Bulstrode wants eliminated. 

8.00 The X Factor. Caroline Flack and 
Oily Murs present last night’s 
results, before the two lowest 
scoring acts compete against each 
other to decide who will be 
eliminated from the contest. 

9.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! Ant and Dec present as the 
second week of the celebrity 
challenge draws to a close. The 
famous faces continue their ordeal 
in the Australian jungle, struggling 
to complete the tough daily tasks 
and dreaded Bushtucker Trials, but 
has anyone emerged as the 
viewers’ favourite and a possible 
king or queen? 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Off Their Rockers. Royston 
invents the ultimate mobile phone 
case. (R) 

11.15Premiership Rugby Union. Action 
from the latest round of fixtures in 
England’s topflight. 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


6.00 Hugh’s 3 Good Things: Best Bites. 
(R) 6.05 The King of Queens. (R) 6.25 
The King of Queens. (R) 6.45 Race of 
Champions 2015. 7.40 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.55 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 1.20 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 1.45 The Simpsons. (R) 

2.20 Emergency Animal Hospital. 3.20 
Film: Parental Guidance. (2012) 
Premiere. Comedy, with Billy Crystal and 
Bette Midler. 5.25 Film: Sister Act. 

(1992) Comedy, starring Whoopi 
Goldberg. 

7.15 Channel 4 News. 

7.30 Guy Martin: Last Flight of the 
Vulcan Bomber. The mechanic 
joins a select crew of engineers 
working to prepare the last Vulcan 
bomber that is capable of flight for 
a farewell tour of the UK. The 
programme features contributions 
from former crew members, who 
recall its service in conflicts from 
the 1950s to the Falklands, as well 
as serving as Britain’s nuclear 
deterrent. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie realises that she 
urgently needs Allison’s help, 
while Quinn’s plans undergo a 
significant change. Claire Danes, 
Miranda Otto, Rupert Friend and 
Sebastian Koch star. 

10.05 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. 
Narrated by Caroline Aherne. (R) 

11.10 Film: Bullet to the Head. (2012) A 
hitman and a police detective join 
forces to seek revenge on the man 
who murdered both their partners. 
Action thriller, with Sylvester 
Stallone, Sung Kang and Christian 
Slater. 

12.50 Grand Designs Australia. Peter 
Maddison meets Sarah and Alistair 
Brodie-Fraser, a couple planning to build 
an English-style farmhouse in 
Queensland. 1.45 Obsessive Compulsive 
Cleaners. Featuring a man who only 
cleans his kitchen at Easter and 
Christmas, and a woman whose three- 
bedroom flat has not been given proper 
attention in 19 years. (R) 2.40 Four in a 
Bed. (R) 4.55 Hugh’s 3 Good Things: 

Best Bites. Using squid to prepare 
recipes. (R) 5.10 Deal or No Deal. 

Players try to beat the banker and guess 
the contents of mystery boxes, a - if they 
are brave enough to buy it with what they 
have won. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 6.30 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.40 
Zack and Quack. (R) 6.55 Roobarb and 
Custard Too. (R) 7.00 Make Way for 
Noddy. (R) 7.15 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.25 
Little Princess. (R) 7.45 Pip Ahoy! (R) 
8.00 Blaze and the Monster Machines. 
(R) 8.25 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. 
(R) 8.40 Wanda and the Alien. (R) 9.00 
Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 9.15 Jelly 
Jamm. (R) 9.30 LazyTown. (R) 10.00 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 10.35 
Football League Tonight. (R) 12.00 
Access. (R) 12.05 Film: Road to 
Christmas. (2006) Romantic comedy 
drama, starring Jennifer Grey and Clark 
Gregg. 1.55 Film: The Heart of 
Christmas. (2011) Premiere. Drama, 
starring Candace Cameron Bure. 3.35 
Film: The Little Mermaid. (1989) 
Premiere. Animated adventure, with the 
voice of Jodi Benson. 5.15 Film: Deck 
the Halls. (2006) Christmas comedy, 
starring Danny DeVito. 

7.05 Police Interceptors: Dog Squad. 

A look at the police dog teams in 
the Cleveland and Durham 
specialist operations unit, 
observing the highly trained 
hounds and their handlers in 
training and in action. (R) 

8.05 Impractical Jokers US. The guys 
pose as reporters getting public 
reactions to a fictional story, draw 
portraits of passers-by, queue 
jump at the theatre, and try to sell 
a bizarre flat. 

8.30 Impractical Jokers US. The guys 
work in a bakery, where they must 
eat customers’ cakes and 
challenge them to eating contests. 
The loser then has to pose as an 
avant garde artist. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Film: Gran Torino. (2008) 

Misanthropic Korean War veteran 
Walt leads an isolated existence, 
and has a tense relationship with 
his family and nothing but 
contempt for his neighbours. 
When a teenager attempts to steal 
his prized car, he ends up trying to 
reform the thief, making a 
connection with the boy’s relatives 
and defending them from a street 
gang. Drama, directed by and 
starring Clint Eastwood. 

11.25Film: Justice. (2011) Thriller, with 
Nicolas Cage and January Jones. 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Ultimate Police 
Interceptors. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. (R) 
4.25 Make It Big. (R) 5.45 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Formula 1: The Abu Dhabi Grand 
Prix-Highlights 8.00 Top Gear 9.00 
Russell Howard’s Good News 10.00 
Family Guy 12.20 Josh 12.50 Rent a Cop 

1.20 Russell Howard’s Good News 1.50 
World’s Worst Place to Be a Woman? 
Stacey Dooley Investigates 2.45 Sunny D 
3.00 Footballers, Sex, Money: What’s 
Gone Wrong? 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Lost Land of the Tiger 8.00 Horizon: 
Why Can’t We Predict Earthquakes? 9.00 
Film: The Deep (2012) 10.30 The 
Lighthouse Stevensons 11.30 Digging 
for Ireland 12.30 Horizon: Why Can’t We 
Predict Earthquakes? 1.30 Icebound: The 
Greatest Dog Story Ever Told 2.30 Lost 
Land of the Tiger 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

1.55 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! 

2.55 Catchphrase 3.40 Film: Happy Feet 
(2006) 5.50 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! 6.50 Film: Back to the Future Part 

11 (1989) 9.00 The Xtra Factor 10.00 
You’ve Been Framed! 10.30 I’m a 
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here Now! 11.35 
Plebs 12.35 Reality Bites 1.20 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 2.05 
Lawson: The Hot Desk 2.15 Teleshopping 

5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.50 Film: Columbo: Identity Crisis 
(1975) 2.50 Midsomer Murders 6.55 
Sunday Night at the Palladium 7.55 
Rosemary & Thyme 9.00 Colditz 11.00 
Film: Closing the Ring (2007) 1.15 Film: 
10 Little Indians (1974) 

ITV4 

12.45 Live Darts: Players Championship. 
The quarter-finals. 5.00 Storage Wars: 
Texas 5.55 River Monsters 7.00 Live 
Darts: Players Championship. The semi¬ 
finals and final. 11.00 Film: Driven 
(2001) 1.15 Ray Mears’ Close 
Encounters 2.20 Nitro Circus 

E4 

12.30 Film: Astro Boy (2009) 2.20 
Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 2.25 Couples 
Come Dine with Me 4.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 8.00 Film: The Simpsons Movie 
(2007) 9.50 The Big Bang Theory 10.40 
The Inbetweeners 11.50 The IT Crowd 

12.55 Film: Underworld: Awakening 
(2012) 2.35 Rules of Engagement 3.20 
Hollyoaks 

Film4 

11.00 Porco Rosso (1992) 1.00 Big 
Business (1988) 3.00 Anastasia (1997) 

4.50 The Three Stooges (2012) 6.40 
Cutthroat Island (1995) 9.00 Red (2010) 
11. 15Me and You (2012)1.05 The 
Station Agent (2003) 3.10 Close 



G.D. MEMORIALS 


We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 


From £599 inc VAT 

Ogee Shape Design 


Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• 150 Gold Letters Included 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 


i 


.1 


\ 

I 


FACTORY SHOWROOM_ 

Now moved to:- 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 


REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH... 


Direct manufacturers of quality 
UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


5 WINDOWS FOR £775 

FULLY GLAZED 


IsssfJ 






Choice 
of any 10 
different 
style doors 
from only 
£250 



A 


DVANCE WINDOW 


systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Rated Windows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 


fh 


BAKGRS AUTOS 

METROMAN 
! ALL VEHICLE REPAIRS 

LATE AND EARLY ROVER SPARES 

Diagnostics & Key Fob Programming 
All service work • All vehicle spares & repairs 
Services from £75+ parts • MOT and MOT work 
Recovery and EUf Wanted 

0121 708 0006 

797 Warwick Road,iyseley, Birmingham R112EL 

robert-baker@btconnect.com 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 


Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 

Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WSIO 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 





TEL: 01443 844222 g 

www.ferriscoachholidays.co.uli 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 31 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

A Christmas Visitor, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A couple have not celebrated Christmas for 11 years, 
ever since the death of their son in the first Gulf War. 
However, their spiritual faith is restored when they are 
visited by a mysterious stranger who is the same age 
their boy would have been, had he survived. Drama, 
starring Reagan Pasternak. (2002) 

TUESDAY 

Possession, BBC1,11.50pm 

Rival academics get embroiled in the hunt for proof 
that Victorian poets Randolph Henry Ash and 
Christabel LaMotte were having an affair - but their 
rivalry is tempered by a seemingly irresistible 
attraction between them. Drama from playwright Neil 
LaBute, starring Gwyneth Paltrow. (2002) 

WEDNESDAY 

The Road, BBC1,11.35pm 

The world is devastated by a cataclysm that wipes out 
all the plants and animals and leaves the few 
remaining humans desperately struggling to survive. A 
man and his son make an arduous journey across a 
desolate America inhabited by cannibals, in search of 
sanctuary further south. Drama based on Cormac 
McCarthy’s novel, starring Viggo Mortensen. (2009) 



THURSDAY 

The Heart of Christmas, Channel 5,11.30am 

A successful businesswoman struggling to make time 
for her children is moved by the story of a boy who 
was diagnosed with terminal cancer. Realising he may 
not live long enough to swee another Christmas, his 
parents decided to celebrate the holiday in October. 
Drama, starring Candace Cameron Bure. (2011) 

FRIDAY 

Mercury Rising, ITV, 10.40pm 

A top-secret government agency has developed a 
seemingly unbreakable code - only for an autistic boy 
to crack it in an instant. Assassins succeed in gunning 
down his parents, but a maverick FBI agent 
investigating their deaths finds the child hiding in a 
closet, and resolves to shield him from the hitmen on 
his trail. Thriller, starring Bruce Willis, Alec Baldwin 
and Miko Hughes. (1998) 


Series continues to 
prove wild at heart 


O ver the past few years, Ben 
Fogle’s New Lives in the Wild 
series has seen him meet 
people all over the world who have 
given up the rat race and started 
afresh in some of the remotest places 
on the planet. 

However, his new series, which 
continues on Channel 5 tonight, looks 
at those a bit closer at home, who 
have looked to escape the daily grind 
in search of a happier, and often more 
self-sufficient, life elsewhere in the 
British Isles. 

It’s the same concept, but on a 
lower budget, if you will. 

Of course, upping sticks to live in a 
remote destination is familiar territory 
for Fogle, who first found fame in 2000 
living on the remote Hebridean island 
of Taransay for BBC reality series, 
Castaway. 

And in his heart of hearts the 
presenter still nurtures a dream of 
turning his back on his fame and 
fortune to live his own ’wilderness! 

He has even recently pinpointed an 
uninhabited Scandinavian island 
where he hopes to set up home. 


“Island living is where I began on 
Taransay, and I have such fond 
memories of it,” he explains. 

“I’m only sorry that I don’t think 
television is brave enough to make a 
series like that [Castaway] again - 
taking people out of their natural 
environment for a year. 

“I think it’s lost its innocence these 
days - none of us went there to 
become rich and famous, which 
seems to be a focus of so much 
reality TV nowadays. We simply 
wanted to establish a self-sufficient 
community.” 

Nevertheless, when you watch 
Fogle on TV and look at his prolific CV 
over the past few years, it appears 
unlikely that he could spend a year in 
any one place without getting itchy 
feet. 

And the presenter is back on his 
travels once again for tonight’s latest 
instalment of New Lives in the Wild 
UK. 

Ben uses his considerable charm 
and empathy to bond with Simon and 
Debbie, a former estate agent and 
lawyer. 


At the ages of 48 and 51 
respectively, the couple swapped city 
life for a hidden valley smallholding in 
the middle of Exmoor National Park. 

But it’s not been easy by any stretch 
of the imagination. 

With more than 100 animals - some 
kept for companionship, others 
destined for the table - the couple’s 
life on Exmoor is a constant battle and 
one they cannot always win, as Ben 
soon learns. 

During his stay, the host discovers 
how to rear, kill and cook ‘extreme free 
range’ pigs, then tries his hand at 
foraging in steep woodland and 
attempts to clear an old orchard with a 
stubborn horse who suffers from hay 
fever. 

As with all the people he has met 
during the series, Ben has admiration 
for what the couple are trying to do. 

“Over the last few years, there’s a 
fast-growing group of people looking 
to regress and turn back the clock,” he 
says. 

“It’s not been easy for any of them 
and their bravery and resilience is 
inspiring.” 



Ben Fogle: New Lives in the Wild UK, Thursday, Channel 5,9pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Dino Autopsy: T-Rex 
Channel 5,9pm 

In the past, palaeontologists relied on bones and 
fossils to build a picture of the Tyrannosaurus Rex. 
But now in this documentary, they get to take a step 
forward as cutting-edge special effects, created in 
collaboration with esteemed experts, are used to 
create an anatomically complete replica of the 
prehistoric predator, which scientists can touch, smell 
- and dissect. To give you a sense of scale, the 
T-Rex has teeth up to 30cm long, eyes the size of 
grapefruits and a heart that’s 100 times bigger than a 
human’s. However, it also has proportionally tiny 
arms, and here the experts try to solve the riddle of 
how the dinosaur managed to use them to feed. 
They’ll also be asking how the creature procreated 
and whether it was warm or cold-blooded. 

TUESDAY 

Kirstie’s Handmade Christmas 
Channel 4,8pm 

It’s now almost as traditional as egg nog and mince 
pies for Kirstie Allsopp to present a festive craft¬ 
making special. And here, as we enter December, 
is 2015’s version - what’s more, it will be shown 
over three nights, which means we can look forward 
to heaps of inspiration for our own festive 



WEDNESDAY 
This is Tottenham 
BBC2, 9pm 

In 2000, David Lammy became the MP for 
Tottenham, an area he knew well having grown up 
close to the Broadwater estate. He witnessed the 
riots there 30 years ago, and was aware 
of the problems in the area. During his 
time in office, other problems have 
hit Lammy’s constituency, including 
the child abuse scandals of Baby P 
and Victoria Climbie, the shooting 
of Mark Duggan, and the 2011 
riots. This documentary goes 
behind-the-scenes at Lammy’s 
advice surgery, where around 6,000 
local people call for help every 
year, offering an insight into 
the MP’s work as he 
attempts to help a 
woman find her 
missing son and a 
young mother 
desperately 
attempting to get her 
child the life-saving 
operation he 
needs. 


arrangements. The first edition sees Kirstie journey 
to Switzerland, a country that embraces Christmas 
and begins its celebrations in early December. She 
learns how to make a show-stopping garland, 
boozy fondue and personalised paper-cut pictures. 
Upcycling expert Jay Blades demonstrates how to 
turn a bookcase into a doll’s house or castle, while 
makers and bakers try to impress with their trees, 
advent calendars and cakes. 


Capital 
BBC1, 9pm 

If you can’t get enough of the excellent Toby 
Jones and Rachael Stirling in Detectorists on 
BBC4, then this compelling drama should 
leave you more than satisfied. This week, as 
the ‘We Want What You Have’ campaign 
intensifies, the worried residents of Pepys 
Road demand greater action from the 
authorities. However, while Dl Mill 
looks for a breakthrough, other forces 
continue to transform the fortunes of 
the road’s inhabitants. Returning 
home after her break, Arabella is 
concerned to find that rather than 
getting the house in order, Roger 
has hired the alluring Matya to 
help with the kids. 


THURSDAY 

The Secret Life of 6 Year Olds 
Channel 4,8pm 

The documentary following three groups of 
youngsters moves on to the six-year-olds, who have 
the benefit of two years at school and are beginning 
to focus much more on their own identities. Kash and 
Elvin are keen to become group leader, but chaos 
ensues when the others cannot decide how to 
choose - by vote or by arm wrestle. Gentle Beatrice 
struggle to cope with defeat in a tug-of-war, asking 
her friends if they know the meaning of the word 
‘competitive’, and there is romance in the playground 
as Elouisa declares her feelings for Kash. 

FRIDAY 

MOTD Live: FA Cup 2nd Round 
BBC2,7.30pm 

Salford City v Hartlepool United (Kick-off 7.55pm). 
Action from the game at Moor Lane. Northern 
Premier League side Salford - co-owned by five 
ex-Manchester United stars from the ‘Class of ‘92’ - 
will be looking to cause another upset, having 
already defeated Hartlepool’s League Two rivals 
Notts County 2-0 in the first round. Striker Danny 
Webber scored the opening goal in that game, 
before a sublime strike from Richie Allen wrapped 
up a famous victory. 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(includingfire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 



HENLEY 
e FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 

Pre Planned Funerals . 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 65 64 Jlj 

Emily House, Warley Road, Oldbury g yvK; 


Are you a member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a 
good news story? 

Do you need to promote an 
event for a charity or a local 
good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle needs local news 
stories for your local paper for you the 
local reader. 

Please call the chronicle team on 
01902 319 588 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience - COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


Mortgages for 

first time buyers 

NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

A charge must be taken against a family members' property for which additional 
costs will be incurred. 


Helping dreams 
become reality 



YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 
THE HOME OF YOUR FAMILY MEMBER MAY ALSO BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP 
REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 

We only offer advice on our own mortgage products. All applications are subject to status, 
valuation and our lending policy at the time the application is made. Terms and conditions apply. 
Tipton & Coseley Building Society, 70 Owen Street, Tipton, West Midlands, DY4 8HG. 

Telephone 0121 557 2551. www.thetipton.co.uk. 


tipton 

& coseley building society 
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PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM No.353 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

L 

2 

F 

3 

G 

W 

5 

Y 

6 t 

7 

C 

8 

P 

9 z 

10 

E 

11 

K 

12 

U 

13 

M 

14 

o 

15 

1 

16 

B 

17 

D 

18 

R 

19 

s 

20 

X 

21 

Q 

22 

V 

23 

A 

24 

N 

25 

H 

26 

J 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 


1. Cut the end off a 
weed (4) 

3. Don’t forget about 
one in society (8) 

8. Vegetable put on 
the fire, we hear 
(4) 

9 & 19Dn. It gives 
one a chance to 
say one’s piece 
(8,4) 

11. Transport the 
nursemaid has for 
a small charge! 
(4-8) 

13. Ronald disturbed 
by contemporary of 
De Quincey (6) 

14. Make an effort to 
give instruction 
after the start of 
school (6) 

17. Ask everybody 
to be quiet, as 
commercial 
travellers do! 

(4,3,5) 

20. Idolatry destroyed 
in a skilful way (8) 

21. Don’t go on 
southern peak (4) 

22. The rate fluctuates 
with certain valued 
possession (8) 

23. Describing the 
desert in “The 
Sahara Ride” (4) 


Down 

1. Keep down, 
William, here’s an 
aquatic burrower 
( 8 ) 

2. Tempestuous 
monster! (7) 

4. Once a dock area 
from which to send 
out merchandise 
(6) 

5.1 came into a 
dreadful state of 
malnutrition (10) 

6. Part of a tribe 
in Germany in 
existence (5) 

7. Carnivals lead to 
scraps (4) 

10. Academic bonds - 
old ones may have 
some snob value 
(6,4) 

12.1 printed version 
that’s courageous 
( 8 ) 

15. Counter-checker 
(7) 

16. Sporting 
woodsman (6) 

18. Offer no opposition 
to some of 

the meagre 
emoluments (5) 

19. See 9 Across 



Quick Clues: 

Across 


Yield (4) 

1. Talk (8) 

Valuable (8) 

2. Hopelessness (7) 

Headland (4) 

4. Account (6) 

Unmarried woman (8) 

5. Establish (10) 

Vexation (12) 

6. Excel (5) 

, Extend (6) 

7. Certain (4) 

, Famish (6) 

10. Ghost (10) 

, Undeniable (12) 

12. Waking signal (8) 

, United (8) 

15. Plundering (7) 

, Inform (4) 

16. Orb (6) 

, Imperil (8) 

18. Wanderer (5) 

, Kind (4) 

19. Highest degree (4) 


Sudoku 
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7 
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4 




1 

5 








6 
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3 

6 




4 


7 


9 



1 


3 



6 



8 



7 

3 

5 



4 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Shift worker; 9 Tonsure; 
10 Great; 11 Third; 12 Tutored; 13 Occurs; 

15 Taiwan; 18 Coracle; 20 Remus; 22 Place; 
23 Chianti; 24 Beastliness. Down: 2 Hindi; 

3 Founder; 4 Wreath; 5 Right; 5 Eyebrow; 

7 Stethoscope; 8 Studentship; 14 Carnage; 

16 Arraign; 17 Pencil; 19 Crews; 21 Minds. 
QUICK - Across: 1 Nondescript; 9 Elector; 10 
Force; 11 Shelf; 12 Overeat; 13 Recall; 15 
Amount; 18 Meander; 20 Upset; 22 Noise; 

23 Allegro; 24 Wealthiness. Down: 2 Obese; 

3 Dutiful; 4 Sorrow; 5 Rifle; 6 Parvenu; 7 Meas¬ 
urement; 8 Destitution; 14 Chalice; 16 Maudlin; 

17 Preach; 19 Dwell; 21 Signs. 


1. What is finocchio? 

2. What is the capital of Bermuda? 

3. In financial terms, what do the initials 
IBRD stand for? 

4. What did Elias Howe reputedly invent in 
1844? 

5. What is the German name for Gdansk? 


6. From which language is the world 
coleslaw derived? 

7. What is a fumarole? 

8. Who founded the Bauhaus in Germany 
in 1919? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Strand Magazine; 2 Mohne and 
Edersee; 3 Charles Wesley; 4 Hohenzollern; 
5 Bronzefield; 6 Glasgow; 7 France; 8 1929; 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

4589 gives a fibre, 

128823 gives a cloth, 

76789 gives a stone. 


10. In which North American city is Bay 

9 Helios; 10 17th. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Street the financial centre? 

Niner: ARGUMENTS 











Thinking space 


Inkier 


choose MlM.. 
don’t miss out 

Our popular and much sought after Park View development is selling fast. 

We have a select range of 2, 3 and 4 bedroom homes for you to choose 
from and personalise with your kitchen and tile choices. 

Plus an impressive specification is fitted as standard, including appliances. 
Prices from only £106,396* through Help to Buy (full purchase price £132,995). 

Visit today and discover more. 


Park View 

Off Claypit Lane, 

West Bromwich B70 9UJ 


Showhome open: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 

call: 0845 652 2471** 

email: kph.parkviewsales@kier.co.uk 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



Ov 


JWhatHouse? 

r AWARDS 

& 2014 


V\01aJT kohfil, V\0 (aJT IdcAwk 


Photographs of a typical Kier showhome. Elevations and finishes may vary.*Help to Buy is available upon request subject to terms and conditions. **Calls cost 2p per minute plus your phone company's access charge. 































































































































PROPERTY 33 




Gentleman's residence has 
charming Edwardian-stvle 



THIS charming large Edwardian-style 
gentleman’s residence in Brunswick 
Park Road, Wednesbury retains 
many original features. 

Attractively decorated throughout, it is 
for sale through Skitts at £225,000. 

Its accommodation comprises three reception 
rooms (including a dining room with a bay win¬ 
dow), a lovely entrance hall with original floor til¬ 
ing and a period staircase off, a refitted kitchen, 
a ground floor shower room, three large double 
bedrooms and original stunning art deco bath¬ 
room with white porcelain fittings and original 
ornate green and black art deco wall tiling. The 
property also comes with large enclosed rear gar¬ 
dens and a fenced and gated frontage. The selling 
agents stress that viewing is essential in order to 
appreciate just what is on offer here, with this 
rare sale. For further information contact Skitts 
on 0121 5051818 or visit www.skitts.net 




Five-bedroom semi 
set on three floors 

THIS impressive three-storey five-bed- 
roomed semi-detached new home in South 
Road, Smethwick has a vast amount of ac¬ 
commodation and lies in a popular and con¬ 
venient residential location. 

It is for sale through Connells at £264,995. 

It has an entrance hall with stairs off, a 
lounge with a boxed bay window, a dining 
area, a kitchen with a gas hob, electric oven, 
integrated dishwasher and tiled flooring, a 
WC, first floor bedroom one with an en- 
suite bathroom, two further bedrooms and 
a bathroom, two second floor bedrooms and 
a shower room, gardens and driving. 

For further information contact Connells 
on 0121 4203611 or visit the agent’s website 
at www.connells.co.uk 



Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


www. cottons.co.uk 



8 PENNANT GROVE, 
SELLY OAK 



5A BROOK SQUARE, 
RUGELEY 


Forthcoming 
Auction 



Cottons 

C H A II T I It B O SURVEYORS 


Thursday 3rd December 2015 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


50 LOTS to include: 

For full details of our lots available)! 
for advice on any aspect of Buying or 
Selling by Auction. 

Call our friendly and professional 
Auction team on 0121 247 2233 



Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 

Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
°p ert y- I www.cottons.co.uk 



DEVELOPMENT SITE 
239 - 243 TITFORD ROAD , OLDBURY 



82 - 86 HEDNESFORD ROAD, 
HEATH HAYES, CANNOCK 



24 ARDEN GROVE, 
OLDBURY 



106 LEAMORE LANE, 
WALSALL 



124 WALLACE ROAD, 
BILSTON 





UNIT 2, PROVIDENCE STREET, 
CRADLEY HEATH 



3 RUBERY STREET, 
WEDNESBURY 
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RESIDENTIAL AUCTION HOUSE 
OF THE YEAR 2014 


96 Lots 

To include properties on behalf of 


AUCTION 

10TH DECEMBER 2015 



at Aston Villa Football Ground 



Plus properties on behalf 
of Receivers/Administrators 

Vacant Residential Properties 
Residential Investment Properties 
Vacant Commercial Properties 
Commercial Investment Properties 
Land/Development Opportunities 
Garages & Ground Rents 


ENTRIES NOW INVITED FOR OUR NEXT AUCTION 


72 Coneygree Road, Tipton 

3 Bedroom Semi Detached House 

Guide: £85,000 plus 


6 Beechwood Road, Bearwood 

3 Bedroom End Terraced House 

Guide: £125,000 plus 


16 Michael Road, Wednesbury 

3 Bedroom Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £50,000 plus 



9 York Avenue, Willenhall 

3 Bedroom Semi Detached House 

Guide: £48,000 - £52,000 


8 Bolney Road, Quinton 

2 Bedroom Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £74,000 - £79,000 


2 Payne Street, Rowley Regis 

2 Bedroom Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £50,000 plus 


W: cpbigwood.com 


T: 0121 233 5046 W: cpbigwood.com * @CPBigwood 

*Please note charges may apply in addition to the purchase price on some lots *For a definition of Guide Price & Reserve price please refer to our catalogue or website 


ROYAL ESTATES 


Sales & Lettings 


Bearwood Branch - 460 Bearwood Road, Bearwood. B66 4HA 
Quinton Branch - 494 Hagley Road West. Quinton, B68 ODJ 

Tel: 0121 429 2030 
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www.royalestates.co.uk 


RESIDENTIAL 


COMMERCIAL 


Showcase your property 
through stunning vidcocttcs 
by instructing us today! 


APPROVE 0 CODE 
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• Three Bed Semi Detached Family Flome 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen Diner 

• Outside WC 

• Upstairs Family Bathroom 

• Off Street Parking For Two Vehicles 

• Front S. Rear Gardens 

• Gas Central Pleating & Double Glazing 

• Freehold 


• Three Bed End Of Terrace Family Home 

• Lounge 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Conservatory 

• Huge Store Room To Side 

• Modern Family Bathroom 

• Block Paved Foregarden 

• Rear Garden 

• Gas Central Heating & Double Glazing 


TIPTON PEPPERBOX DRIVE 

• Modern Four Bed Detached Family Home 

• Lounge 

• Dining Room 

• Kitchen 




We Value Your Home 


SKITTS 


OFFERS AROUND: £89,950 


OFFERS AROUND: 134,950 


OFFERS AROUND: £124,950 


• Rear Garden 

• Block Paved Off Road Parking For 3 Vehicles 

• Double Glazing & Central Heating 

• Garage S. Driveway 


OFFERS AROUND: £85,000 


• Utility Area 

• Downstairs WC 

• En-Suite To Master 

• Family Bathroom 

OFFERS AROUND: £214,950 


• Three Bedrooms 

• Family Bathroom 

• Garage & Driveway To Front 

• Pleasant Rear Garden 


jiHHd 

TIPTON SCOTT STREET 

• Modern Two Bed Ground Floor Apartment 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen 

• Two Good Sized Bedrooms 

• Ensuite To Master 

• Family Bathroom 

• Communal Gardens 

• Allocated Parking Space 

• Double Glazing & Storage Heating 


£169,995 


OFFERS AROUND: £89.950 


WEST BROMWICH canterbury road 

• Well Maintained Three Bed Semi Detached Family • Conservatory 

Home • Downstairs Family Bathroom 

• Lounge • Rear Garden 

• Breakfast Kitchen • Block Paved Off Street Parking 


• Bathroom 

• Garage S. Block Paved Driveway 

• Rear Garden 


TIPTON PARK LANE WEST 

• Two Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Upstairs Family Bathroom 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen Diner 


TIPTON SCOTT STREET 


• Modern First Floor Two Bed Apartment 

• Stylish Integrated Kitchen 

• Spacious Lounge 

• Ensuite To Master 

• Family Bathroom 

• Double Glazing & Storage Heating 

• Communal Gardens 

• Allocated Parking 

• No Upward Chain 


TIPTON HENN DRIVE 


• A Three [Double] Bedroom Semi Detached 

Property 

• Lounge / Dining Room 

• Kitchen 


BILSTON CONSTANTINE WAY 

• Modern Link Detached Home 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen 

• Conservatory 




OLDBURY NEW BIRMINGHAM ROAD 


T PTON DUDLEY PORT 


OFFERS AROUND: £139,950 


OFFERS AROUND: £129.950 


si gp 

V 
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Successfully selling homes across 
the Midlands, Black Country and 
Staffordshire for over 35 years 

greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 

dudley@skitts. net 01384 214 996 

bloxwich@skitts.net 01922 478104 

bilston@skitts.net 01902 353578 

sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 

wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 

wednesfield@skitts. net 01902 732324 

willenhall@skitts.net 01902 631151 

westbmmwich@skitts.net 0121 530 4240 

wolverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788188 
lettings@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 

survevors@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 


WEST BROM SMITHMOOR CRESCENT 

• Three Bed Extended End Of Terrace Family Home 

• Extended Lounge Area 

• Integrated Kitchen Diner 

• Utility Room 

• Downstairs WC 

• Recently Refurbished Upstairs Family Bathroom 

• Gas Central Heating S. Double Glazing 

• No Upward Chain 

• Shower Facilities In Third Bedroom 


TIPTON PROSPECT STREET 

• Three Bed Modernised Semi Detached Family 

Home 

• Through Lounge & Dining Room 

• Fitted Kitchen With Integrated Appliances 

• Downstairs WC 

• Upstairs Family Bathroom 

• Three Good Sized Bedrooms 

• Rear Garden With Garage 

• Concrete Slabbed Fore-garden 


WEDNESBURY holyhead road 

• Modern Two Bed Ground Floor Apartment 

• Lounge 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Two Good Sized Bedrooms 

• Ensuite To Master 

• Family Bathroom 

• Double Glazing S. Storage Heating 

• One Allocated Parking Space 

• Communal Gardens 


OFFERS AROUND: £124,950 


OFFERS AROUND: £124,950 


*1 

OFFERS AROUND: £89,950 
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Modern one-bedroomed 
first floor apartment 

THIS modern one-bedroomed first floor 
apartment in Moor Street, West Bromwich 
has an open plan lounge and kitchen. 

It is for sale through Paul Dubberley at 
£77,000 with no chain. With private se¬ 
cure parking and majority double glazing 
and central heating it has an entrance 
hall, a lounge area with a Juliet balcony 
and carpeted flooring, a kitchen area with 
cupboards with complementary working 
surfaces, cooker, hob, a guest WC, a bed¬ 
room with a Juliet balcony and an en-suite 
bathroom. Call Paul Dubberley on 0121 
5252111 or visit www.pauldubberley.co.uk 




EBartrams 


TEL. 0121 601 9370 
www.bartrams.com 



(§) TheMarket cc 


E-mail:enquires@bartrams.com 


fnghtmove* 


Bartrams Sales and Lettings Limited 

132 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3HP 



















































































































































PROPERTY 37 


Large open-plan dining 
kitchen is a focal point 



EXTENSIVELY refurbished and ex¬ 
tended, 40 St Philips Avenue, Penn, 
is a most impressive detached family 
residence with outstanding accom¬ 
modation. The focal point is a large 
open-plan dining kitchen. 

It is for sale through Sanders Wright & 
Freeman at £239,950 with no chain. 

Internal inspection is essential to appreciate 
this wonderful property which comprises en¬ 
trance hall with stairs off, living room with a bay 
window, sitting room, dining kitchen. There is 
a utility room, ground-floor shower room, three 
good-sized bedrooms and refitted family bath¬ 
room. The property has a driveway to the front 
providing off-road parking and to the rear is a 
pleasant mature lawned garden with a decked 
patio area. Call 01902 575555 or visit www. 
swfestateagents.co.uk 




Charming home is 
deceptively spacious 

JUST west of Wolverhampton in the 
sought-after village of Codsall, 13 Arps 
Road is a deceptively spacious and well 
presented charming home that includes an 
open-plan living area. It is for sale through 
Rees Page at £134,500 with no chain and 
carpets included. 

With majority double glazing and central 
heating it has a storm porch, a reception 
hall and an L-shaped open-plan living area 
with stable door to verandah and door to the 
kitchen. There is also a verandah/utility,. 

Bedroom one, originally two bedrooms, 
could be reinstated. There is a second bed¬ 
room and a bathroom and cottage style gar¬ 
dens and a driveway. Call 01902 577775 or 
visit www.reespage.com 



OPEN DAY 

Saturday 28th November llam-2pm 


The Lodge Oldbury, Birmingham 

A spacious and stylish development of 14 houses, consisting of 
three, four and five bedroom layouts, detached and 
semi-detached available. 

The development has excellent commuter links the Sandwell & 

Dudley railway station has trains directly into London with the M5 
motorway close by and the development is located within easy 
reach of the New Square shopping centre. 


Prices starting from £155,000 





00121 532 2700 

□ www.lettingsbyapex.co.uk 
0 info@lettingsbyapex.co.uk 



7 Bull Street, West Bromwich, B70 6EU J., A4 COO 07 (\(\ 
email: enquiry.support§apexproperties.co.uk !■ U I £ I vOfa b f UU 
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A reputation built on 40 years of 
Quality, Professionalism and Expertise 


Katherine Road, Bearwood 



SSTC 

NOVEMBER 

Offers in the region of £139,950 


“You have an amazing 
team. Outstanding, 
very efficient and 
very professional. 
They sold my house in 
record time.” 

Ms H - Bearwood Sale 

The Oval, Smethwick 



SSTC 
in 2 days 

Offers in the region of £129,950 


“The service we received was 
second to none on both our 
purchase and our sale. They 
were all constantly professional 
and helpful and friendly. The 
staff went above and beyond 
their roles to help us. We 
would thoroughly recommend 
Oulsnam!” 

Mrs J Thorpe Sale & Purchase 
Oldbury 

Lightwoods Hill, Bearwood 




oulsnam 


0121 4299986 


On average we 
have acheied 
98% of the 
asking price on 
all sales agreed 
for the month of 
November. 

(•Stat as of 24.11.15) 


Broadmoor Avenue, Oldbury 



SSTC 12 VIEWINGS 
IN 48 HOURS 

Offers in the region of £164,950 


■RtfctfTOUSMfT ard 


According to office 
figures, as of 24th 
November 2015, we 
have successfully 
exchanged on 
122 properties... 
already exceeding 
figures from 2014. 


BLACK FRIDAY 

3 Week Fee Deal 

Present this voucher to the 
valuer at the appointment 

Sign up with us before the 
expiry of the voucher 
to get your 


SSTC 

2nd Viewing 

Offers in the region of £214,950 


“The team are very friendly and 
approachable, as well as being 
utterly professional in their 
field. They regularly updated 
me on what was happening and 
I was able to secure a fast and 
smooth sale on my property.” 
Mrs I - Oldbury Sale 


R»9UtitfMc! Hy 


EXPIRES: 04.12.15 


Terms and Conditions Apply 


Unett Street, Smethwick 



SSTC 

NOVEMBER 

Offers in the region of £90,000 


“Just a quick note to say 
thank you so much for all 
that you did to make this 
move happen - we’re all 
really happy in our 
new home!” 

Ms L & Mr B - Purchase 
Smethwick 


Ethel Street, Bearwood 



Completed! 103% of the 
Asking Price Achieved 

Offers in the region of £119,950 


RICS 


Ombudsman 


Shireland Road, Smethwick 



SSTC 

NOVEMBER 

Offers in the region of £109,950 


According to the 
stats •• So far this 
year, we have sold 
the highest number 
of properties 
compared to our 
competitors. 

Bishopton Road, Bearwood 



Completed! 95% of the 
Asking Price Achieved 

Offers in the region of £169,950 


We have 
sold 84% 
of all New 
Instructions 
this year! •• 

White Road, Quinton 



NAEA 


SSTC 

NOVEMBER 

Offers in the region of £185,000 


• • Stats are according to 
Rightmove Intel on 24.11.15 
for the following post codes: 
B32 1 B32 2 B17 0 B17 8 
B17 9 B18 4 B66 3 B66 2 
B66 4 B67 5 B67 6 B67 7 
B15 3 B16 0 B16 9 B68 9 
B68 0 B68 8. For the dates 
of 01.01.15 - 23.11.15 
inclusive. 


www.oulsnam.net 
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Established 1975 
Over 40 years building a 
reputation based on trust, 
quality and expertise 



9 MILTON COURT, BEARWOOD 


•First floor flat .Double bedroom 

•Purpose built modern development .Landscaped gardens 

exclusive to over 55s 

•Double glazed .Visitors parking 

•Electric storage heating 

OFFERS BASED ON £55,000 




3 CROSSWELLS 


•Freehold end terraced 
•Double glazed 
•2 double bedrooms 
•Lounge & dining room 
•Extended kitchen 



ROAD, OLDBURY 


•Allocated parking 
•Detached garage 
•Ideal FTBs 
•ENERGY RATING : E 


OFFERS BASED ON £99,950 




'■M 
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52 THREE SHIRES OAK ROAD, BEARWOOD 


•VIEWING ESSENTIAL 
•Mid-terraced property 
•Close to Warley Woods 
•PVC double glazed 
•Gas centrally heated 


•2 double bedrooms 
•Bathroom with individual shower 
•Two reception rooms 
•Kitchen/dining room 
•ENERGY RATING : D 


OFFERS BASED ON £154,950 




21 SISKIN CLOSE, OLDBURY 








18 CHAPELHOUSE LANE, 
HALESOWEN 


•Three bedrooms 

•One en-suite & separate house bathroom 
•Through lounge & open plan dining/kitchen 
•Good size garden with off-street parking 
•ADJOINING FREEHOLD BUILDING PLOT 
•ENERGY RATING : C 


•Detached bungalow 

•Lounge & Kitchen 

•Bedroom & Bathroom 

•Off-street parking .Needing upgrading 

•ENERGY RATING : D 


OFFERS BASED ON £259,500 


OFFERS BASED ON £100,000 




DEREK SPIRES 

3 GOODE CLOSE, OLDBURY 



•INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY 
•Ground floor studio flat 
•Electric storage heaters 
•Shower room .Visitors parking 
•Needing refurbishment 

OFFERS BASED ON £30,000 


8 SHIRE CLOSE, OLDBURY 


•Spacious family home 
•3 bedrooms & shower room 
•Lounge & dining room 


36 PRIMROSE HILL, SMETHWICK 


•Kitchen & small utility 
•Conservatory & Downstairs WC 
•Gardens front & rear .Off-street parking 

OFFERS BASED ON £149,950 



| «3 double bedrooms 
•Hall, lounge, and separate dining room 
•Fully tiled bathroom and Good size kitchen 
•Off-street parking for at least three cars 
| ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £179.950 


55 DIBBLE ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•PVC double glazed 
•Electric storage 
heating 

.2 double bedrooms 
•Lounge 
•Dining room 
•Ideal FTBs 
•ENERGY RATING 
:E 

OFFERS BASED ON £99,950 





29 CARDINAL CLOSE, EDGBASTON 


•FIVE bedrooms .Master en-suite shower 

•Additional shower room .Family bathroom 

•Lounge & dining room 

•Kitchen/breakfast room 

•Ample off-road park 

•Detached double garage 

•ENERY RATING : F CASH OFFERS ONLY! 

OFFERS BASED ON £400,000 


•Recently refurbished .ENERGY RATING : D 

•2 double bedrooms/superb bathroom 
•Lounge, dining room and Excellent 
kitchen 

•Neatly laid out rear garden 

OFFERS BASED ON £154,950 




279 GALTON ROAD, BEARWOOD 


•Recently refurbished property 
•Three bedrooms 

•Fully tiled bathroom with electric shower 
•Two reception rooms and morning room 
•INTERNAL INSPECTION NEEDED 


•ENERGY RATING : E 


OFFERS BASED ON £164,950 



8 MILTON COURT, BEARWOOD 


•Warden controlled ground floor flat 
•For the over 55’s 
•1 Bedroom & lounge 
•Kitchen & bathroom 
•Communal gardens 
•ENERGY RATING : C 


OFFERS BASED ON £55,950 



9 BOWLING GREEN DRIVE, 
SMETHWICK 


•MODERN FIRST FLOOR FLAT 
•DOUBLE BEDROOM 
•SHOWER ROOM 
•OPEN PLAN LOUNGE/KITCHEN 
•GARAGE & OFF-ROAD PARKING 
•IDEAL FTBS .ENERGY RATING : C 


OFFERS BASED ON £104,950 


rightmove 


OnThe 


.com 


www.derekspiresandco.com 0121 420 4646 
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Wednesbury 
0121 222 1301 


pauldubberley 

It he estate a S en J^^Mb 

www.pauldubberley.co.uk 




Tipton 

0121 222 1304 


West Bromwich 
0121 222 1307 


Willenhall 
01902 505971 


Walsall 
01922 460781 


- «***>•**- 

ft . ** 


A90*S' 
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Bilston 

01902 505974 


Whitgreave Street 
West Bromwich 


Oakley Avenue 
Tipton 


Red Lion Close 
Oldbury 



• Traditional Extended Semi Detached 

• Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Extended To Rear 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC E 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£134,950 



• Modern 3 Storey Semi Detached Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Spacious Accommodation 
•3/4 Bedrooms, EPC C 

Viewing: AROUND £1 55,000 


Glebefields Road 
Tipton 



• Traditional Semi Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Excellent Corner Plot 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC D 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


Adelaide Avenue 
West Bromwich 


£130,000 



• Extended Semi Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Lounge/Diner 
, Garage to Rear 


£137,000 


Turton Road 
West Bromwich 



• Spacious Semi Detached 

• UPVc Double Glazing & Gas Central Heating 

• Reception Hall 

• EPC TBC, Lounge & Dining Room 

Viewing: A ” OUN ^£139 1 950 


• Semi Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• No Upward Chain 

• 3 bedrooms, EPC tbc 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£127,500 


• Semi Detached Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• No Upward Chain 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC tbc 

Viewing: AROUND: £ .j 2 5 ,QQQ 


• Modern Middle Terrace 

• Gas Central Heating • No Upward Chain 

• Ideal First Time Purchase / Buy To Let 

• 2 Bedrooms, EPC C 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£91,995 


• Traditional Detached Dormer Bungalow 

• Tremendous Potential 

• Gas Central Heating • Some Upvc Double Glazing 

• 2 Bedrooms, EPC 

OFFERS AROUND: OH 0/1 017 0 

Viewing: Z-l O4,^0U 


Thinking of selling your property in the New Year 
but don't want to be disturbed over Christmas? 
We may have the perfect solution for you... 


If you are thinking of selling a property in the 
new year, now is the time to get started to take 
advantage of these selling secrets: 

•There is a huge increase in online property searches 
between Christmas and the New Year as buyers are sat at 
home with time on their hands. 

•Allows us time to sift through enquiries and present you 
with only the most suitable applicants for your property. 

• Immediate viewings once you're ready in the New Year. 

• Gives your property a head start against people who market 
their property in the New Year. 

• Buyers looking over the winter are usually very genuine. 
Having your property ready to sell, fresh and newly listed in 
the new year will give you an advantage over other sellers. 

Let us visit your home and prepare your property for sale 
now. We will advertise your property online over the busy 
Christmas period to maximise the spike in search activity, 
however we promise not to disturb you until our doors re¬ 
open in the new year, leaving you to relax and enjoy 
Christmas undisturbed. 


00 NOT 
DISTURB 


Call your local Paul Dubberley branch now to 
arrange a free, no obligation market appraisal 


• Extended Detached Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Extension To Rear 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC D 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£149,950 



• Superb Modern Detached Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Viewing Recommended 

• 3 Bedrooms • En suite, EPC D 

OFFERS AROUND: OH "70 00/7 

Viewing: LI / 


Holyhead Road 
Wednesbury 



• Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Spacious Lounge & Living Area 

• , Kitchen & Dining Room 

£115,000 


Longmore Street 
Wednesbury 



• A Modern 3 Bedroom Semi Detached Home 

• Gas Central Heating & Double Glazing 

• Quiet Cul-deSac & Sought after Location 

• Energy Rating C, Reception Hall 

£130,000 


Grayling Close 
Wednesbury 



• Show Home Style Executive Detached Property 

• Four Bedrooms (Master With En-Suite) 

• Through Lounge Incorporating Dining Area 

• EPC Rating : TBA, Superb Kitchen & Breakfast Area 

Viewing: AROUND: £220,000 


Leslie Road 
Birmingham 


• Mid Terrace Property 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• Dining room 

, Sitting Room 


■k ■ Schofield Avenue 

NtVV ■ West Bromwich 


Poultney Street 
West Bromwich 


Devon Road 
Wednesbury 


St. Peter Croft 
Wednesbury 


Paul Street 
Wednesbury 



£105,000 


• Spacious End Terrace Residence 

• No Upward Chain 

• UPVc Double Glazing & Gas Central Heating 

• EPC Rating TBC, Reception Hall 
Viewing: AROUND: 


• End Terrace 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Driveway 

• , First Floor Bathroom 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£125,000 


• Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• First Floor Family Bathroom 

• EPC Rating D, Lounge & Dining Room 

£100,000 


• Modern Style Detached Residence 

• Master Bedroom With En-Suite 

• Two Further Bedrooms 

• EPC Rating: D, Lounge & Dining Room 

OFFERS AROUND: OH QO OCh 

Viewing: L I OQ,dOU 


• Spacious Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms & First Floor Shower Room 

• Through Lounge & Good Size Kitchen 

• , Feature Copnservatory 

£125,000 


T*c Property 

Omhutjtratr 


www.pauldubberley.co.uk 


tv.pauldubberley.co.uk 


Over 400 properties available to view online, on mobile or on tablet, 
most with fully voiced video walkthroughs. 
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Local Specialists 


Carpets 


Ttwrt Driveway 
Specialists 

• LANDSCAPING I 

• BLOCK PAVING 

• TARMACADAM 

• DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 

• AGGREGATES AND CHIPPINGS 

• HIGH PRESSURE CLEANING 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 

Tel:01384 466 950 
Mob: 07708 332 005 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


www.trentlandscapes.co.uk ■ ‘No Job Too Small’ 



Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 
Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www. cres sage-group .co.uk 



Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 
Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mmm 

local service call: "I — - 


mbelectric. co. uk I 


BUILDING WORK BIG or SMALL 

Any building work, Plastering, Partitions, 
Knocking out Chimneys, Plumbing, Bath/Showers, 
Tiling, Skirting Boards etc... 

Call Jeevan for a FREE quote 
07445807184 


HUNTER 

BUILD* 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist 

* UPVC Windows and Doors 

* Fascia and Soffits 

* Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations 

* Family Run Business 

For quote 

U7752 506695 
0121 556 7203 



DAMP 
PROOFING 

All building work, Roofing, Darrif 
Problems, Plastering etc. ifl 

FREE QUOTES 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

07538118034 or01902 752161 


' 




SOFAS, VINYLS AND LAMINATES 

ihat other carpet firms won’t. \~i 1 Choose at Home Service 


DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take 
away old carpets free of charge 
Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 

Plus free fitting on ; 


Samantha Sofa 

,3+2 Fabric Sofas 

only 

rcsoo 


% 


We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 
bed and sofa brochures to your door 


Heavy Domestic 
Saxony’s 

from 

£6.99 sq yd 


Lola Leather, 
Suite 

3 + 2 Recliner in 
Black or Brown 

£699 



Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


Bleach 

Cleanable 

Carpets 

from 

£3.99sq yd 


5r/i 


lOO’s of rolls and end of rolls 

in stock at knockdown prices 


CARPETS GUARANTEED FITTING BEFORE CHRISTMAS 


Carpentry 


Fencing 


CW Joinery. 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS' 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 
•Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

•Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 



£ Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 

Burton Road, Gornal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 I SUN 10-3PM 

FREEPHONE 

0800 085374 

)2 880541 


• TIPTON 

• WEDNESBURY 

• WALSALL 

• WOLVERHAMPTON 

• SEDGLEY 

• WEST BROMWICH 



Wilr ian 

0121*53073633 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New 3 Year Guarantee on Blinds 
and up to 10 Year Guarantee 
on Shutters 

Give us a try before you buy! 

Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 




Blinds & Curtains 


HILLARYS 

CARPETS 



Choose a quality, affordable carpet in the I 

comfort of your own home with Hillarys. 

• We bring samples to you 

• Choose at home 

• Daytime, evening, weekend appointment times 

• Measuring & fitting included 

• Up to 15 years guarantee 

BOOK A FREE IN-HOME APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR HILLARYS CARPET ADVISOR 
CALL 0800 121 7202 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK 


K 


Other services: Shed bases, slabbing and garden clearance! 
removal of trees, privet, old sheds and garages 


QUALITY WORKMANSHIP AT COMPETITIVE PRICES • ALL AREAS COVERED 

fop a free quote call 
0121 532 2263 OP 07951 536929 


T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


Decorating 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 
SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
_ GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS _ 

PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


5 


S 0121-565 4533 


T.L.S Fencing & Sheds 


Quality tongue & groove Sheds - treated, felted, erected 
• All sizes made to order 
• Concrete Posts • Gravel Boards 
Fence Panels supplied or ‘supplied and fitted’ 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121 601 8034 
07833 312126 
07906 867776 


• her 


fitted’ 

■ 


^ 

^ , 

\ Cc our Zone [ 

Interior & exterior painting I 
and decorating 4 

4* Special rates for 
i OAPs 

?• 25 years experience 
f* Fully insured 

1 0121 4345679 07507 070 /od 

- frfc *-J Iht 


Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, 
Garden Balconies, 
w M^tair^ya ys:^ 

0/7£66£26528* 




METRO ALARMS 
AND SECURITY 


Burglar Alarm Repairs 


Alarms from £249 
Alarms Served from £30.00 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 years Experience 

NEW!! Security Cameras 
Fitted for you to view via 
your Smart Phone! 
Recorded 24 hours! 

Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(anytime) 

www.metro-alarms. co. uk 



M&B PAINTING 
& DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


Foot Health Practitioner 


f°Foot Care In The Comfort 
Of Your Own Home 

Professional treatment by a qualified practitioner 
1 Toenail Cutting, Including Ingrown & Thickened 
1 Relief from painful Corns, Callus, Cracked Heels, 

1 Verrucas 

1 Treatment and footcare advice for Diabetic clients 

c l'lMt/ C jeeb 

Jayne Osbourn SAC Dip FHPT/FHPP 

07971 765624 

10%'iliscount on first visit on production of this advert 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £55-SATELLITE £65 

SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Health & Beauty 



HEALTH & WELL-BEING CLINIC 


•All Beauty Treatments Available 
• Fantastic Offers • Deep Tissue Massage £35.00 
•Anti-Aging Non Surgical Collagen Facial 
•Also Home Visits 


Book your Free consultation today 

HAGLEY ROAD LOCATION 

0743 7569187 


To advertise your business and reach more than 69,000 potential customers... 

10 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

B 

E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

1 1 ^ Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 1 
^ 0 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB M 
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Garage Doors 


Plumbing & Heating 


L M S 

GARAGE DOORS! 

All types of doors 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairs 

For a free survey and 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18707 


Gardening 


EN SERVICES 


Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing Turfing Concreting Criveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 




TREE & GARDEN 
. SERVICES 


] lr • • Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance 
— - ' t. free gardens 
» Trimming • Felling • Turfing • Pollarding 
» Patios/Slabbing • Block-paving specialists 
» Drives • Patios * Paths Building work 


undertaken • Tarmacing - Red or Black 
Professional quality work at competitive prices 
All work undertaken 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 238 5466 or 07957 368422 



Locksmiths 


JickR 

Local Locksmith & Securi 

Y Lock-outs, Lost Keys, Broken Locks 
/ Emergency lock & door opening 
/ uPVC specialist 

Y Key Cutting on site 

ite 25 

ty Services 

24 

HOUR 

NO CALL 1 
OUT 

CHARGE 

i / britisn standard insurance - 

1 approved locks used- Bs3621 rMPrirpn 
| / Double Glazing Unit Repairs 

, Most major credit & 

J debit cards accepted 

CALL NOW 0121 564 0049 


LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 556 1761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


The Handy 
Q dy 
JcHTMSh 

“For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAP Rates 
No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804 124 730 










^ 25 POINT WINTER CHECK ONLY £10 
a ★ CLUTCHES & MOT’S ★ BRAKES ★ TYRES a 
★ PARTS AND ACCESSORIES ★ EXHAUSTS ★ SERVICING 
* ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN -4^ 

12 Nev^wan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwict^70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


Plastering 


CJl. Plastering 

l For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on 
plastering, boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming 
> and artex covering. Quality rendering and terrolining. 


Property Maintenance 



★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 
it All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 
it Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 

E 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Plumbing & Heating 



Plumbing & Heating 


SMALL JOB SPECIALISTS 



Boiler Services 
Landlord Checks 
Full Central Heating 


* Boiler Swaps and 
Conversions 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 
BRONZE-£14.99 
SILVER - £16.99 
GOLD-£18.99 
PLATINUM-£21.99 
LANDLORD PLATINUM - £24.99 
(All prices are per month-t/c apply) 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance 
Installations 

• All Domestic Plumbing 
Work 


• LPG Gas Appliance Service and Installations 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 

Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

01543 887334 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk • www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 

CESTER m|i eie 


(All prices are plus VAT) 


Plumbing 


■HOUSEHOLD 

L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs vest ' 

1 Supply and fit or fit only ^£4- 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 
www.household plumbing.co.i 


Rubbish Removal 



ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

_ West Bromwich _ 


ROB’S 


RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs 

NO PROBLEM 

We load, 

No Skips 
Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 
Garage, Fridges, White 
Goods, House Clearances 

0121 500 6033 


X 


Skip Hire 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen installation 

07852150057 -ss 


WEDNESBURY HEATING & j 

v PLUMBINGSERVIGES \ 

' INSTALL, SERVICE & REPAIR 
Boilers, Fires, Cookers, Central Heating & Bathrooms 
All Gas and Plumbing work Landlord 
Safety Certificates 

PAUL: 07932 790111 or 0121 531 7848 

for free quote 

Boiler Changes, Gas Leaks, Radiators, Fire Surrounds 
^^^^^^lasAiobs^Watei^ilters^utsid^aps^tc^^^^^ 


SJI-X'lSSfc | 

AlVl:, ARKAS 




All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 

OPEN 7 DAYS A. 

SCRAP CARS 

removed for FREE « 


w 



( 0121 ) 520 3388 
07721 387990 



Window Specialists 



> Bathrooms fitted 

> Tiling 

> Electrics 


KEIM 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 

Central Heating 
and Gas work 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
9121 557 5958 


IJL 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 
General/Breakdown Service 
Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc ■ Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 
Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 



To advertise your business and reach more than 69,000 potential customers... 

D 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

0 

E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandsfar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

1 1 ^ Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 1 
^ 0 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB M 





















































































































































After 


All aspects of Roofing Undertaken including 

• Dry verge systems • Roof cleaning 

• Ridge Tiles • Chimney repairs 

• Repointing • All roof repairs 

• Fascias, Soffits & Guttering • new roof 

EDMP Roofing System - Single Garage from £825 all inc 

Reboarded with 18mm smart ply 
Further reductions on larger areas 
Fully insured, No Call Out Charge 
NO DEPOSIT TO PAY - only pay when satisfied 


0800 2461452 - 07955 338442 


Roofing 


u_ 

TECH ROOFING 


ALL ROOFING SPECIALISTS 



ALL 


ROOF-FIX 

★ Re-Roofing 

★ Lead Flashings 

★ Tile / Slate Repairs 

★ Guttering 

★ Fascias / Soffits 

★ Re -Pointing 


CALL 07854 101 782 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

<D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofingukioutlook.com 



ELITE 



•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 


A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 





Call us on... 

01902319590 



E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@e> 



Postto... 

Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich 670 OQB 


] 



Women seeking men 

REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 


FEMALE, dark haired 5'10, 
curvy, likes reading, walking, 
cinema, seeks male 40-50 for 
lasting relationship. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5077545 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or 
single. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 4294 
Box 419673 

PROFESSIONAL black female 
age 52, enjoys evenings and 
days out, would like to meet 
similar Midlands male. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5315901 
DISCREET man wanted by 
married lady for no strings fun. 
I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
4299 Box 418167 
CATHY, 42, good looking 
brunette with a real passion for 
life, seeking male for happy 
times, dates, chats, romance and 
more. Pis call. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420073 I 
JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 
Tel: No: 0906 515 4291 Box: 
409715 

FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 
26, seeking male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416287 
MAUREEN, discreet sensual 
lady, 42yrs seeks daytime fun at 
her home. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
4275 Box: 405297 
MAGGIE, 72 yrs young, good 
sense of humour, well presented, 
WLTM kind, sincere chappie to 
share coffee and a chat. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5310040 
ATTRACTIVE solvent business 
woman, 36yrs, seeks discreet 
gent 25+ for no strings discreet 
fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 4693 
Box 419701 

SARAH 38, slim, nice looking, 
sensual, tactile, no ties, WLTM 
kind, loving male to enjoy 
affectionate relationship. Any 
age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419821 |f 
LOUISE, pretty hairdresser, 
works long hours, finds it hard to 
meet a boyfriend, 34yrs, own flat. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 
4192572 

39 yr old independent single 
Mom, knows the benefit of 
having a good man in the picture. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 
5084796 

JENNI, single mum seeks single 
dad, own home, can 
accommodate and loves spoiling 
her man. Text only to Mailbox 
no:4115108 

FRANCES, 45, busty female, 
loves nights in/out, seeking 
uncomplicated male who can 
occupy my free time for quality 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420003 | 
FEMALE, seeks fun loving male 
who likes a drink and a laugh, to 
enjoy erotic experiences with a 
curvy brunette. Discretion 
guaranteed. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5079311 
MARY, pretty, friendly, lots of fun, 
lives in Kidderminster, loves the 
theatre, opera, ballet, WLTM a 
lovely, charming, funny, genuine 
guy, 30s, to settle down with. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419883 | 

LOU, 45, lives in Shrewsbury, 
WLTM a lady between 42-49 
with blue eyes, must be kind, 
caring and funny to mend my 
broken heart, someone who likes 
to curl up on the sofa for cozy 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:419855 | 

FREYA 24yr old single mum, 
looking for male for free time 
frolics, call me if you're 
interested, it could be fun! Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419851 | 

WIDOW 50, blonde hair, GSOH, 
5ft 5ins, slim, seeks male. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415767 




YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 
REAL people REAL ads 


How to use your dating service 


To place your own 
advert call: 

0844 381 5936 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first name, 
date of birth, area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 FREE 
(Standard Network rates apply) 

Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 

Or Text... reply26 (leave 

space) box number (leave space) and 
then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in 
touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per message (Max 160 charac¬ 
ters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact 
details. Messages may be moderated 
for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now date online or via your 
mobile. Simply VISIT us at: 

http://dating.expressandstar.com 

Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your phone company’s access charge. 

PLUS you can also listen to other 
members greetings on this number. 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


LISA 38 slim attractive blonde, 
looking for a man who will 
appreciate a feminine, 

fashionable, fun, romantic 

sensual woman with a mind of 
her own. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:419839 I 
PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes 
reading, nights out, seeks gent 
for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:418277 I 
AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty 
brunette seeks man, any age, 
any area, for discreet daytime 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 418117 

68YR old widow, attractive, 
seeks sincere, N/S male, likes 
reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 414773 
JULIA 47, looking for genuine, 
reasonably attractive male 
friend, may to lead to more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419695 | 

LADY Penelope seeks her very 
own Parker (47-58) to go on a 
voyage of discovery and 
romance. Text only to Mailbox 
no:4550237 

BLACK lady seeks white male 
over 60, any location, for 
friendship and hopefully a lot 
more. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4256384 

CHARLENE, 24, petite curvy 
young blonde seeks similar 
cheeky, fun loving guy for lots of 
fun and loving. ACA. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

419597| 

JOANNA, 36, petite, auburn 
haired female, lovely figure 
seeks loving older male for fun 
nights out and cosy nights in. 
Maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419595 (§ 
SHARON 32, attractive black 
single mum of one, very tactile 
and passionate, WLTM male 45- 
65yrs for fun meets. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

419579| 

MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed 
brunette, fit and active, seeks 
similar male to have a laugh with. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417| 


Men seeking women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 


WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good 
career, likes gym. Looking for a 
lady who likes stimulating 
conversation and times. Tel No: 
0906 515 4345 Box No: 419829 
DARREN, 44, slim build, dark 
brown hair, green eyes, seeks 
genuine female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418809 d) 

VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, 
GSOH, six foot tall, nice build, 
n/s, genuine, tactile, fit and 
sporty, looking for a women for 
nights in and out. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420135 ® 
MICHAEL, school teacher, very 
shy and lonely, 42yrs, own 
home, car, seeks genuine caring 
lady. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4156561 

COLIN, five foot eight, blue eyes, 
bundle of fun to be around, likes 
growing fuchsias for showing, 
vintage tractor for showing, 
weekends away, going out and 
staying in WLTM a lady for 
friendship/LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420089 ® 
STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium 
build, likes walks, seeks female, 
slim-medium build, single mum 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396709 
6FT well built guy, nicely 
groomed looking for fun intimate 
nights or day with slim/medium 
build attractive lady 35-55. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5132460 
MALE 45yrs old, self-employed 
motor trader/mechanic, medium 
build, green eyes, average looks. 

I am a nice genuine and honest 
person looking for similar lady to 
share a honest permanent 
relationship and happy times. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418709 | 


ALAN, 56 year old builder, 
muscular build, five foot ten, fit, 
likes the gym, pubs, clubs and 
days out, seeks female with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 419975 ® 
ATTRACTIVE, fit, sporty, tactile, 
youthful black male seek 
relationship with lady. N/S. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 4851641 
COLIN 61, lorry driver, 5’10", 
blue eyes, kind hearted, 
romantic, hobbies include 
growing fuchsia's for showing 
and I have a vintage tractor that 
I play with from time to time. 
Looking for similar who's up for a 
lot of fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418463 I 
WIDOWER, quiet, easygoing, 
slim, 5ft 7 tall, smart, varied 
interests, seeks slimish lady, 50 
to 65 yrs for caring relationship. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 
4906469 

TIM, easygoing honest male, 
discreet, uninhibited, seeks 
similar non-conformist averagely 
attractive, N/S female up to 65. 
Notts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:375065 


SUBMISSIVE 44year old WLTM 
dominant female 25-30 years 
who enjoys role play with 
friendship and maybe possible 
relationship. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5084114 
ANDREW 53, widower, honest, 
genuine, caring, tactile, GSOH. 
Kidderminster based, hoping to 
love again with a decent loving 
lady. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4911450 

MATURE male, 50, medium- 
build, varied interests, seeks true 
Christian female, 35-45, who 
enjoys evenings in and dining 
out, for friendship or possibly 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 419283 ® 

MARK 40, 5ft 9ins, brown 
hair/eyes, attractive, good 
looking, OHAC/business, likes 
walks, day trips, cinema, seeks 
similar female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 348239 
PROFESSIONAL male, 41, own 
business, likes to enjoy life, 
clubs, pubs, cinema, gym, seeks 
similar female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 360283 


43 


visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your 
phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each 
message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before con¬ 
tact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can 
be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP 
text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to 
the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of 
other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purpos¬ 
es. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 23/11/15 
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“ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


The co-operative 

Part of The Midcounties Co-operative 


funeralcare 


Serving the community with care and compassion. 


I We offer a We will support you and For information on I 

I complete 24 hour, your family before, pre-paid plans, call 0800 I 

I 365 days a year during and after the 454 9400 or contact I 

I service funeral your local funeral home I 


27 Market Place 

Wednesbury Tel: 0121 556 6998 

wednesbury.funeral@midcounties.coop 


Visit www.co-opmemorials.co.uk for more 
details about masonry requirements 

For more information regarding co-operative 
funeralcare visit www.coopfunerals.co.uk 


When you need 
us we’ll be there 


The co-operative funeralcare 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour sen/ice 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Dignity- 


Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 


SILVER CROSS Surf pushchair and 
carrycot, black, all accessories, 
hardly used, excellent condition, 
£300 ono. 07561 896431. 


Acorn / Brooks 
Straight Stairlifts 
Wanted 

Call: 07967 003600 


DRIVE MOBILITY scooter, 4 
wheels, bought July, pre -op, no 
longer needed. Fits into car boot. 
£300 ono. 01543 459883. 


MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Four wheeled scooter in excel¬ 
lent condition with new batter¬ 
ies. Fits easily in a car boot. Can 
deliver 

£250 

07905 770683 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DS T: 0121 552 1170 

359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 


can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 


MOBILITY SCOOTER 
QUINGO VITESSE MODEL 

excellent condition, detachable 
rain hood, 4-8mph, cost £4,500, 

Bargain £1,200 ono. 
Stafford 01785 662598. 


VICTORIAN LARGE swing type 
rocking horse, very good condition, 
suit up to age 12 years. £80 ono. 
01922 493674. 07593 276314. 


Leisure 

Time 


INDOOR CAR BOOT SALE. Every 


DY4 9DD. 01215570371 


MOTORHOME WANTED 

Low Profile, 
up to 5 years old. 
Private cash buyer 

Telephone 07711 978646 


FENDER STRATOCASTER retro 
1958 Sunburst with hard case, 
£600. 07790 835311. 


Free 


ITS FREE, ITS EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Nov(also Bromsgrove’ every Frit 
Stalls available for the 29th. EST 


Christmas events 


CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
ST MICHAELS RC CHURCH 

High Street, West Bromwich 
Saturday, November 28. 
11am - Admission 20p 
children free. 


CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

At The Good Shepherd with 
St. John, 

Lyttleton Street, 

West Bromwich 

Saturday, November 28, 
at 2pm. 

Bric-a-brac, raffle, Christmas 
Hamper, toys, books, etc. 


CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
Saturday 

November 28, l2-2pm. 

St Luke’s Church 
Elwell Street, Wednesbury. 

Toys, Cakes, Gifts, Choco¬ 
late Tombola, Santa Grotto, 
hot & cold refreshments. 


CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

Saturday, November 28 
at 12 noon 

in St Peter’s Church Hall 
Whitehall Road 
West Bromwich 

Admission 20p. 


CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
St. Mary’s Church 

Wednesbury 
Saturday, November 28 
12.30pm. 

Lots of Stalls 
& Refreshments. 

Admission 20p 


GRAND CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

Holy Cross Church Hall, 
Stone Cross, West Bromwich. 
Saturday, November 28, 
at 1pm. 

Many, many stalls including 
nearly new, refreshments ana 
monster raffle. 

Admission 20p 


WINTER FAIR 

Charlemont Methodist Church, 
Charlemont Road, West 
Bromwich, B71 3DU. 
Saturday, November 28. 

11am to 12.30pm. 
Admission Free. 


SMETHWICK OLD CHURCH 
CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

Saturday, November 28. 
2pm - 4pm 

At the Dorothy Parkes Centre, 
Church Road, Smethwick. 
Various stalls, refreshments 
and Santa’s Grotto. 
Choir of Uplands Manor 
Primary School. 
Admission 20p. 
Everyone welcome. 


markets 




DarfFast*n 

^ Street 


TV£S 

Market twk 


King Strict 07889 97S701 


OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 

Banks’s Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 



clairvoyance 


CLAIRVOYANT JOHN STARKEY. 

Private appointments, home visits 
and telephone readings. Call 01902 
334224. www.john-starkey.co.uk 


hair & beauty 


UNISEX MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

All areas covered. Over 10 years 
experience. Call 07792 868474. 


Home & 
Services 


BIG DISCOUNTS 

BLACK FRIDAY AND ALL WEEK 
on gas + electric cookers, fires, 
autos, tumble dryers, fridge 
freezers, built In ouens and 
bobs. Most c cards accepted. 
24 - 26 Church Street Bllston 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • ALL SILVER 
• All Chinese items • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 
67971 783206 


HOUSE CLEARANCES Coins, 
Medals, Records and Brie A Brae. 
The Curio Shop, 61 George Street, 
Walsall, WS1 IRS. 07844 596254 

READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


antique fairs 


ANTIQUE, VINTAGE & x 
▼ COLLECTORS FAIR 
UTTOXETER RACECOURSE 

(SATNAVST14 8BD) 

VIA STAFFORD RD/A449 & B5013 

SAT/SUN 28TH & 29TH NOVEMBER 
100 + STALLS INSIDE + 
OUTSIDE PITCHES 
10AM-4PM ADM.£1.50 
CHILDREN FREE 


PLENTY OF FREE PARKING 

ANTIQUE FORUM 
01782 393660/07921659798 


□ 




carpets & furnishings 


HILLARYS 

CARPETS 



Choose a quality, affordable carpet in the 

■ x. 7.VV ■ 

comfort of your own home with Hillarys. 

^ per sqm 

• We bring samples to you 

INCLUDES 

MEASURING & FITTING, / 

• Choose at home 

DOORBARS. 

• Daytime, evening, weekend appointment times 

• Measuring & fitting included 

• Up to 15 years guarantee 

GRIPPER RODS ..-V 7 

BOOK A FREE IN-HOME APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR HILLARYS CARPET ADVISOR 

CALL 0800 121 7202 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK 



DOUBLE BED 

Nice quality double bed base 
and mattress brand new in 
wrapper bargain can deliver 

£80 

07972525078 



Divan beds from £49. Mattresses 
from £29. Ortho matts from £69. 
Memory foam matts £79. Metal 
fashion bed frames - singles £49. 
doubles £69. Bunk bed frames £99. 

MOBILITY CHAIRS 
Choose from our unrivalled stocks 
in leather and fabric-many 
models to choose, saving 
up to 50% eg Roberto lift 
and tilt in leather A 



*SPECIAL* 

6x5 Lap Panels 
£15 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 


items for sale 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 


ClassifiedAds 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

ASSORTMENT OF mens and 


0121 553 3671.07423 306412 



aerials 


FREE7IEW/ TALK TALK/BT VISION 
AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 




A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 633 5899. 


appliance repairs 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 01902 494042/07801 746853. 


C 


alarms/security 


] 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


carpentry & j 
y joinery ] 




• Kitchen and fitted wardrobe Specialists 
s, floors and staircases 

• All plastering projects catered for 
“ mestic and Commercial 

Furbishments 

www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 537 2437 / 
07903 234 137 

B & S JOINER 

■rimed doors fully fitted from £350. 


07958 552625, 07950 867972, 


building services 


DAVIES & SON 
BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 

All aspects of building work including: 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, 
Roofing, Driveways & Landscaping. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 


AD 


DAMP 

PROOFING 


All building work, Roofing, Dam| 
Problems, Plastering etc. 

FREE QUOTES 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


I AND F 
BRICKLAYING 
SERVICE 

Extensions, 
Garden Walls and 
All Repairs. 

25 years experience. 

Call: Ian for a 
Free quotes 
07947 380981 


carpet & upholstery^ 

cleaning| 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


carpet fitters 


_»supplie_ 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589/ 0800 633 5899. 


Christmas 

trees/wreaths 


■Nordmann/Fraser fir ‘Lodge Pole Pi: 

•Norway Spruce and Blue Spruce 
All standing with Larch block under cc 
Netting and delivery service available 
Sale starts 27th Nov - Open 7 Day; 
Call: 0121 505 3558 
The Old Garden Centre 
^^kaUStreetjWednesh 



computer repairs 


DOES YOUR PC HAVE 
LEMS? Free advice, free 
affordable. Open 8am-8p 
now: PC Aid 0800 234 3461 


PROB- 

callout, 
m. Call 


V_ 

fencing 


1 




• rwj 



EH?® 


v_ 

gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


SELL IT 
FAST 
SELL IT 
LOCAL 

01902 317878 

• A. 
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ClassifiedAds 45 


blinds 


Made-to-measure 

BUNDS SALE 

°50%OFF 

selected blinds & shutters 


TO BOOK A FREE APPOINTMENT 
WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 

call 0800 916 6563 
orvisitHILLARYS.CO.UK 

HILLARYS 


Measuring & fitting included 


ROMANS • ROLLERS • VENETIANS 
VERTICALS • CURTAINS • SHUTTERS 
AWNINGS • CONSERVATORY BLINDS 


Super 7 

7 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £199 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


gates 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 

§ uotes, also repairs & fitting. 07903 
00642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail¬ 
ings. 07497 667752/ 07597 488290 


handyman ' 
services 


YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


house clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Ercol and Teak 
furniture wanted 

Call now on: 
01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave-i 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

I - painters / ^ 

V decorators 1 


DECORATOR 

n ALL domestic work 
undertaken 

Reliable & Affordable 
Special rates for OAPs 

No job too SAAALL 

Call 

07957346059 


Painters Required 


Painters required for external repaints in bham 
and surrounding area's. Tradespersons must have 
CSCS card and have Asbestos Awareness. 

Intal@live.co.uk 
Tel: 01543 821 239 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 
C&D DECORATING Coving/ dado/ 
laminated flooring. Free quotes/ 
OAP discount. 07973 286288 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


plastering 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


removals 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 



=jurz 

SKIPS 


AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 




A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


60LDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


tiling 


A FLOOR AND WALL TILER. Est., 
26 years. Free quotes. Call Mark 
07983 459088, 01902 664048. 


tree services 


ALL BUDGET TREE SURGERY & 
LANDSCAPING. Tree trim, shape 
& removal. Turfing, fencing, patios 
& much more. Call 07936 882552. 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


CHIHUAHUA PUPPIES For sale, 
dogs only, 11 weeks, £300. 

01922 621726. 

CHIHUAHUA PUPPIES ready now, 
£400 ono. 

07591 117437. 

GREY COCKATIEL for sale. 

£35. o.n.o. 

Telephone 07716 847443. 

TEN WEEK OLD male kitten, litter 
trained. Good home essential. £15. 
07977 626956. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland tiews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli- 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 


Property 



Room K» n Cfu.Ns | 

irtjH) Mo# Hi 

D.S.S. 

Welcoo** 

*m* mmtm < a* (*t 

All 0l*:V Country 

Q1902 21 31 21 

UMI 



A TWO BED SEMI Featherstone, 
Parking, CH, DG, 6 months rental, 
No DSS. £475pcm. 07815 697616. 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 
offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

BEDSITS available, Hednesford and 
Rugeley area. Single person only. 
Over 30. Telephone 07932 984898. 


properties wanted 


CASH NOW 


FOR YOUR HOUS 

■ Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer we can 

■ No fees ■ Repossessions stopped u lllf wmiv 

■ Any condition UUy yUUl 

house in 

land and commercial enquiries welcome 

0800 389 6788 

or 01902 628060 24/7 


Wolverhampton properties 



Subject to terms 




We guarantee to beat any tike for tike quote! 

• Reposessions STOPPED * Probate Estates Welcome 

• Houses bought in AN Y condition Mortgages / Loan s Cleared 


www.oakwood-homebuyers.com 


•Legal fees PAID 

mm 121 BfjQ 7 


.i CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! 


Friendly, local company here to help you 7 days a week. Es^^yeat^J 



recruitment feature 


Do you fancy a career 
change, have you ever 
thought of a career in 
care? 

If so we may be able to help. 

We provide residential care, supported living and 
domiciliary care for people who present with challenging 
behaviour patterns. 

Our services based in the West Midlands area have the 
following vacancies at our residential and supported 
living homes based in the Wolverhampton, Stourbridge, 
Halesowen, Dudley and Coventry areas. 

SUPPORTED LIVING TEAM LEADERS: 

Applicants should have 2 years minimum experience in a 
senior position, have an NVQ level 3 and be prepared to work 
flexible hours over a 35 hour contract. Salary is £9.00 per hour. 

SENIOR SUPPORT: 

Applicants should have 2 years minimum experience 
& NVQ level 3 or be working towards this qualification. 
Salary £7.80 per hour. 

SUPPORT WORKERS DAYS: 

We currently have vacancies for daytime support workers 
who will also be required to cover 1 sleepover per week, 
no experience is necessary as training will be provided. 
Salaiy £6.80 per hour. 

Applications can be completed online either @ 
beasupportworker.co.uk or inshoresupportltd.co.uk, and 
will take approximately 10 minutes to complete. All pages 
need information to be supplied. Or alternatively call 
Stephanie on 01384 421460 for an application form and 
job description. 


EXPERIENCED CLASS 1 DRIVER 

required. Excellent Rates of Pay. 
Overtime Available. No Nights Out. 
No Agencies. Tel : 0121 500 4901. 


FIELD SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE 

RK Styles 

are currently seeking candi¬ 
dates looking to join our highly 
successful and experienced 
sales team. The successful 
candidate will be selling our 
range of corporate wear, work 
wear & PPE to clients across 
the UK. 

If you are interested in 
applying for this position 
please send your cv to 


jobs@rkstyl 


your cv 
les.co.u 


SELL IT 
FAST 
SELL IT 
LOCAL 

01902317878 

* 

ClassifiedAds 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
_ www.homecashbuyer.co.uk _ 


PROPERTIES 

WANTED 

I will pay top cash price 
for your home. 

Fast completion guaranteed. 
Call Jack on 07507 865668 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Jobs 


ina, 

Minibus, 7.5 tonne Cl & car & trailer 
01902 866510 / 07807 035066 


EXPERIENCED WELDER / 
Fabricator required full time for 
immediate start. Smethwick area. 
Varied work. Must be able to work 
unsupervised and use own 
initiative. Experience of using a 
break press an advantage. Call 
0121 558 4932 or email details to: 
sales@tedisplaysukltd.co.uk 
POWER PRESS SETTER/OPERA¬ 
TOR Experienced setter/operator 
required. Experience in similar 
position on mechanical and 
hydraulic presses 25T to 200T 
setting progression and deep 
drawing tools essential. 

Email C.V. to sales@ 
bracebridgeengineering.co.uk 
or in writing to address below. 
Company details: Bracebridge 
Engineering Ltd 75-97 Walsall Rd 
Perry Barr Birmingham B42 1TX. 


HGV LGV PCV B+E Training 

■Hmi m Free Driving Assessment 
0ne-2-0ne Tuition 

f ir FT TT? Very H ' gh first time Pass Rate 

' H l * // Clean moderntrueks 

JUM YUI\ . 7/ Initial and Periodic CPC 

01543 879 318 • 0121 550 0445 

www.britishhgv.co.uk 
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Classif edAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


full time - general 


REQUIRE: A RETAIL MANAGER/ 
MANAGERESS 

LOCATION: OUR WEDNESBURY SHOWROOM 
SALARY: NEGOTIABLE - OTO £50,000 PLUS 

The Starplan factory (150,000 sq. ft.) based in Northern Ireland has the most modern machinery to 
produce high quality furniture that is marketed at a competitive price to take strong market share. 
Starplan require a positive Sales Manager/Manageress to make sure this happens. The position 
will suit a person who has the skill to convert good quality leads with his/her sales consultants and 
showroom staff. 



This position will be challenging. It is for someone that gets satisfaction from achieving high sales of our 
quality product. The position is for someone who has proven themselves in sales and would like to take on 
a new challenge. 

The salary will be by negotiation but with determination will be OTE £50,000 PLUS to the successful 
applicant. As a family business, the managing director will work closely with the successful applicant to 
give any help needed to achieve their goals. 

So if you think you are self-motivated, determined, want to work with a highly supportive team and are 
looking for a rewarding career with job satisfaction please send a C.V. to: - 

The Managing Director, Starplan Furniture Ltd, 173 Killyman Road, Dungannon, 

Co Tyrone, BT71 6LN | Tel: 028 8772 5497 - Emaihlynda@starplanfurniture.net 


USER GENERATED 


(Closing date Tuesday 1st December 2015) 


MNA Media 

CONTENT 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


CO -0RDINAT0R X 2 


MNA Media, publishers of the Express & Star, Shropshire Star and associated 
weekly publications is looking for two UGC Co-Ordinators to join our editorial team. 

Reporting to the UGC Editor the successful applicants will source and collate high quality 
user generated content for all MNA publications and online platforms. You will be able to 
demonstrate an excellent understanding of all aspects of social media with a proven ability 
of using this knowledge for research, promotion and engaging with users. Demonstrating 
a keen interest in both local and national news the successful applicants will monitor 
all forms of social media to obtain content which can be reproduced throughout our 
publications and online. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 


www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


Candidates should be enthusiastic, versatile, creative and prepared to go the extra mile 
to obtain content for our titles. Excellent communication skills are also required to obtain 
contacts with social media contributors and bloggers. Experience using Photoshop would 
be advantageous. 

Both roles involve shift working including evenings and weekend. 

IF YO U ARE INTER ESTED IN APPLYING FOR ONE OF TH£SE R0LES_ PLEASE 

J^MAIL YOUR FULL CV AND COVE R LETTER TO: H R@MNAMEDI A.C0.UK 

Closing date for applications is 5th December 2015. 


A musement Machine Supplie rs 

We require additional Service Engineers 
based around the Midlands 

Product Skills Required: Reel based AWP, digital AWP, 

SWP, Pool tables and Digital Juke boxes. 

Applicants must have at least 1 years previous experience within 
the amusement machine industry, be hands on, hard-working, 
motivated and be able to work on their own initiative. 

Applicants must have a full driving licence (preferably with no 
points) and be prepared to work a shift rota. Salary circa £19,400 
depending on experience, company vehicle supplied. 

Please send CV’s to gary.braker@townandcounty.co.uk 

Due to the high volume of applications we receive it is not always 
possible to respond to unsuccessful applicants. Therefore if we have 
not responded to your application within fourteen days please note 
that on this occasion your application has not been successful 



SALES ASSISTANTS required 
FT/PT/Flexible inc Nights at BP 
Hawthornes West Bromwich. B71 
4JZ.(petrol station & Subway) Full 
training given. Call 0121 524 1160 
CV to hp.hawthornes@gmail.com 




Motoring 


FIAT 500 

2009, 1.4 Sport, 29,000 miles, 
white, electric windows, air bag, 
air con, MoT, metallic paint, 
central locking, alloys, Stereo, 
CD, leather Interior. 
£4,850 ono 
07967 205709. 


SEAT TOLEDO SPORT 
TDi 

2005, diesel, manual, 6 speed, 
black, 5dr, 60k miles, AC, elec¬ 
tric, stereo, MoT’d June 2016. 

£1,950. 

07947 457037. 


SELLING I 
YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALj 
01902 317878 


BMW 320D M Sport, blue, 58 reg, 
145,000 miles, good condition. 
£5,250 ono. 

07836 568903. 


VAUXHALL CORSA LIFE 

2008,(08) 5 Door 73,000 Miles, 
Black, Alloys, Electric windows, 
Electric mirrors, Air con, Long 
MoT Lady Owner Nice Condi¬ 
tion 

£3,095 ono 
07773529080 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


IBM A 1 Bit. Here. ZS Ye^rs 

25 CARS 
UNDER £1,000 

Open every day, Full MOT’s 
I 01902 490555 / 07553 358610 

Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 
www.bmacars.com 


FIAT PUNTO 2002, Metallic blue, 
excellent condition with full MoT. 
£750 ono. 

07706 015559. 


FORD FIESTA ZETEC 2003, 76,000 
miles, 1.4 Petrol, silver, 5-dr, very 
good condition. 8 serv Mot, CD, 
alloys, 2 keys. £1,400. 01922 
865235 

FORD KA STYLE 1.3, 57 reg, black, 
only 58,000 miles, one lady owner, 
11 months MoT, excellent condi¬ 
tion. Only £1,195. 07804 831294. 

PEUGEOT 206 1.1, 03 plate, 3 dr, 
black, 9 months MoT, 60,000 miles. 
£450. Cannock 07719 438082. 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4, red, 59,000 mis, 
full Mot, new exhaust, 2 owners, in 
good running order and condition. 

£400 01543 277954. 

RENAULT CLIO 1.2, 2005, 1149cc, 
silver, 80,000 miles, full MoT, EW, 
CL, AC, alloys, one lady owner. 
£800. 01543 679178. 

RENAULT MEGANE.1. 6 , 56 plate, 
5-dr, black, manual, 64,000 miles, 
long MoT, E/W, PAS, A/C, good 
condition. £1300. 07838 897643. 


RENAULT MODUS, 2004, 61,200 
miles, blue, abs, electric windows, 
air bag, electric mirrors, air con, 
MoT, £1,100 ono. 07969 209113. 

VW GOLF 150bhp, Diesel, 52 plate, 
spares or repairs. 

£300 ono. 

07468 595244/ 07765 223859. 



BEST PRICE CAR + VAN HIRE 

Daily,Weekly, Call Practical 0121 
556 1315 practical.co.uk 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 5139 
0121 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


MCB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD.WV1 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 


WANTED 

CARS, VANS, 4X4's 

Top cash price paid. 

Fast collection 
Call Prestige Car Buyers 

01902330435/07725428283 



a 

spares/parts 

\ ___ 


BASTABLES CAR SPARES Batter¬ 
ies, 3 yr warrenty. Antifreeze/ 
coolant. All seasons screenwash. 
0121 5522851 7 0121 5448858 
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Local 

.Information 



GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S 
LICENCE 

Harveys Logistics Limited of 33 
Puppy Green, Tipton DY4 8UD is 
applying to change an existing 
licence as follows: 

To keep an extra 2 goods vehicles 
and 2 trailers at the operating 
centre at Car Crash Repair Centre, 
56 Oldbury Road, West Bromwich, 
West Midlands B70 9DZ 
To add an operating centre to keep 
1 goods vehicles and 0 trailers at 
MQP Wednesbury Asphalt Plant, 
Smith Road, Wednesbury WS10 
OPB 

Owners or occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who believe 
that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should 
make written representations 
to the Traffic Commissioner 
at West Midlands Traffic Area, 
Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills 
Lane, Leeds LS9 6NF stating their 
reasons, within 21 days of this 
notice. Representors must at the 
same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top 
of this notice. A Guide to Making 
Representations is available from 
the Traffic Commissioner’s Office. 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


MARY WATTERS GLOVER 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the aforementioned 
deceased, late of The Bush Care Home 39 
Bush Street Wednesbury West Midlands 
WS10 8LE, who died on 10/09/2015, are 
required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned Solicitors on or 
before 27/01/2016, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard only 
to claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

ENOCH EVANS LLP 

St Pauls Chambers 6/9 Hatherton Road 

Walsall WS1 1XS T457W7 


JITO KAUR (otherwise 
known as JITO CHAND) 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the aforementioned 
deceased, late of 31 Walter Street West 
Bromwich West Midlands B70 6FIR, who 
died on 20/05/2014, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned on or before 29/01/2016, after 
which date the Estate will be distributed 
having regard only to claims and interests 
of which they have had notice. 

THE CO-OPERATIVE LEGAL 
SERVICES LIMITED 
Aztec 650 Aztec West 
Almondsbury Bristol BS32 4SD 
(Ref: JUB/3407418P/Kaur otherwise 
known as Jito Chand) T457167 


ANGELA WINIFRED 
REECE (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925, notice is 
hereby given that any persons having a 
claim against or an interest in the Estate of 
the above named, late of 8 Kendal Rise, 
Oldbury, West Midlands B68 8ER, who 
died on 27/12/2014 are required to send 
written particulars to the undersigned on or 
before 4/2/2016, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard 
only to the claims and interests of which 
they have had notice. 

Chorus Law Ltd, Heron House, 

Timothy’s Bridge Road, 
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 9BX 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

The proposed development does not accord with the provisions of the Development Plan 
in force in the area in which it is situated. 

This is a major application. 

DC/15/58775 Mrlsrar Unit 1 

Hussain Churchbridge 

ISOB Ltd Oldbury 
B69 2AP 


Change of use to leisure arena 
incorporating trampolining, party 
rooms, cafe, external alterations 
and associated parking. School 
term time Sun - Thurs: 09.00am 
- 22.00 and Fri - Sat 09.00 - 
23.00. School and Bank Holidays 
all days: 9am-11pm. 


Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR NICK BUBALO, Area Director - Regeneration and Economy 
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Personals 





★ ★★ 


LADY SEEKING GENT 

Cannock area. 

To share, with young at heart 
70 year old Widow, n/s, a 
daytime, cuppa and chat, 
possible dancing, coach trips, 
etc. 

Please write: 

Box Number P20145, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 

Classified 




FreeAds 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

^Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Simply click the FreeAds icon 


FreeAds! 


*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 
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Great 


Commercial feature 


Thinking about replacing your current car? 
Well, you’re in luck because when it comes 
to buying a new or used car you’ll find it 
very difficult indeed to beat the impressive 
deals offered by Dudley Motor Company, T. 
Wall Vauxhall, Halesowen Motor House and 
Stourbridge Motor House. No, it’s true - of¬ 
fers on cars don’t come better than this. 

Due to the huge success of their BIG event recent¬ 
ly, these five dealerships have combined forces to 
offer you incredible savings on a vast range of new 
and used cars during ‘Black Friday Weekend.’ 

There’s 0% interest-free* finance along with generous fi¬ 
nance deposits on selected new cars. And if you’re thinking 
of travelling along with used car route, all four dealerships 
have plenty of models to choose from and all used vehicles 
will be reduced in price from this Black Friday, November 
27 and over the following weekend up until close of busi¬ 
ness on the Sunday. With fantastic low-rate HP and PCP 



black 


(Personal Contract Purchase) plans available there will nev¬ 
er been a better time to buy a new or used car. 

And there’s more good news for new car buyers too, as 
there will also be big surprise offers on the part of Vauxhall 
not known by the sales team at the moment. 

Vauxhall Black Country Group 

Dudley Motor Company Vauxhall, Trindle Road, Dudley; 
T. Wall Vauxhall, High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford ; Hale¬ 
sowen Motor House Vauxhall, Dudley Road, Halesowen; 
Stourbridge Motor House (Vauxhall), 47 High St, Stour¬ 
bridge. 

Long established as one of the UK’s market-leading mo¬ 
tor manufacturers, Vauxhall offers a superb range of mod¬ 
els straddling all areas of the market, from the ADAM and 
new Viva city cars and ever popular Corsa, to the sleek new 
Astra, newly-revised Insignia, the big-selling MOKKA cross¬ 
over and two leading MPVs, the 5-seat Meriva and 7-seat 
Zafira Tourer. All models are amongst the best sellers in 
their respective market sectors. 

Ford 

T. Wall Ford, High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford. 

Ford is the UK market leader in terms of sales, its range 
featuring top-selling favourites such as the KA, Fiesta, 
Focus, Mondeo and five spacious MPVs, namely the five- 
seat B-MAX, five-seat C-MAX and 7-seat Grand C-MAX, 
the sleek new 7-seat S-MAX and Galaxy people carrier. 
Then there’s excellent Kuga crossover and impressive new 
EcoSport compact crossover to consider. 

Suzuki 

Halesowen Motor House Suzuki, Dudley Road, Halesow¬ 
en. 

Over at Halesowen Motor House on Dudley Road, they 
represent Vauxhall and Suzuki. Suzuki is one of the fast¬ 
est-growing car brands in the UK and sales continue to rise. 
That can hardly be seen as surprising as Suzuki’s cars are 
exactly right for today’s motoring conditions. They’re very 
economical, clean when it comes to C02 emissions, inex¬ 
pensive to own and very affordable to purchase. What’s 
more, Suzuki’s cars are stylish, practical and great to drive, 
too. Little wonder that there is so much demand for its ve¬ 
hicles. 


Why not check out the outstanding new and used car 
range at these five family-owned dealerships this Black Fri¬ 
day Weekend, particularly as you’ll find plenty of exception¬ 
al deals from Friday, November 27 up until Sunday close of 
business at 4.30pm. 

Dudley Motor Company, T. Wall Vauxhall, Halesowen 
Motor Company and Stourbridge Motor Company are stra¬ 
tegically placed to over the whole of the Black Country. 

The friendly sales teams understand that buying a car 
has to be a considered decision. So they’re offering you an 
opportunity to take your time over this forthcoming week¬ 
end so that you are able to make an informed decision, 
take a test drive and discuss your requirements within a 
relaxed and pleasant, non-pressurised environment. That 
way, you’ll gain a car that’s exactly right for you taking into 


account your preferred model, specification, car tax and in¬ 
surance details and lifestyle requirements. 

The ‘Black Friday Weekend’ starts this Friday at the fol¬ 
lowing locations across the Black Country: 

Dudley Motor Company (Vauxhall), Trindle Road, Dud¬ 
ley, West Midlands DY2 7AY. Tel: 01384 454100 
T. Wall Vauxhall, High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford, 
West Midlands DY6 8XB. Tel: 01384 288333 
T. Wall Ford, High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford, West 
Midlands DY6 8XB. Tel: 01384 282 900 
Halesowen Motor House, Vauxhall and Suzuki, Dudley 
Road, Halesowen B63 3NH. Tel: 0121 503 0001 
Stourbridge Motor House (Vauxhall), 47 High St, Stour¬ 
bridge DY8 4DG Tel: 01384 447970 
*Terms and conditions apply. 


BLACK FRIDAY WEEKEND 

-27-30 NOVEMBER- 


BLACK FRIDAY’S THE BIGGEST SHOPPING 
DAY OF THE YEAR AND WE’RE PLANNING 
PLENTY OF SURPRISES. 

In fact, from Friday 27 November, were declaring it 
Black Friday Weekend. 

We’re offering £5,705* off an Antara Diamond that weekend. Get down 
to Dudley Motor Company, Halesowen Motor House, Stourbridge Motor 
House and T Wall Garages today to see our range of other great offers. 



Dudley Motor Company 
Dudley 

01384 454100 

Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 

01384 447 970 


Halesowen Motor House 

Halesowen 

0121 5030001 

T Wall Garages 
Kingswinford 
01384 288 333 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra- 
urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 85g/km. # 


*£5,705 discount available on vehicles ordered between 27th and 30th November 2015, which are subsequently registered by 31st December 2015. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of 
going to press. 
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Toyota’s 
RAV4 now 
available 
in hybrid 


SAVE OVER £5,000 

ON Delivery miles CIVIC 



Civic 1.8 SE Plus 5dr 


NOW £14,999 


SAVE £5,091 


• l7"alloys 

• front fog lights 

• Honda CONNECT 7" 
touchscreen display with AM/FM/ 
DAB tuner, internet radio,Aha® 
app integration and internet 
browsing 

• 2 x USB/HDMI connection 


' 6 speakers 

■ rear parking camera 

■ climate control dual auto a/c 

■ cruise control with speed limiter 

■ rain sensing wipers 

■ front and rear parking sensors 



.6 Diesel SE Plus S/Nav 



78.5 mpg combined 
17 "alloys 
front fog lights 
Honda CONNECT 7" 
touchscreen display with AM/FM/ 
DAB tuner, internet radio,Aha® 
app integration and internet 
browsing, Garmin® navigation 
and CD player 


• 2 x USB/HDMI connection 

• 6 speakers 

• rear parking camera 

• climate control dual auto a/c 

• cruise control with speed limiter 

• rain sensing wipers 

• front and rear parking sensors 



Civic 1.8 SR 5dr Man 


NOW £17,599 


SAVE £5,061 


• leather upholstery 

• glass roof 

• privacy glass 

• l7"alloys 

• front fog lights 

• Honda CONNECT 7" 
touchscreen display with AM/ 
FM/DAB tuner, internet radio, 
Aha® app integration, internet 


browsing, Garmin® navigation 

• 2 x USB/HDMI connection 

• 6 speakers 

• rear parking camera 

• climate control dual auto a/c 

• cruise control with speed limiter 

• rain sensing wipers 

• front and rear parking sensors 


ALL CARS COME WITH THE BALANCE OF 3 YEARS WARRANTY AND AA COVER, CHOICE OF COLOURS. PICTURES FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. 


BRINDLEY GARAGES 


Brindley Cannock 

Walsall Road 
CannockWSI I 0JP 

01543 406608 


Brindley West Bromwich 

Millennium Park, Swan Lane 
West Bromwich B70 ONR 

0121 629 0989 


www.brindley.co.uk 

Brindley Wolverhampton 

West Street, off Stafford Road 
Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

01902 690600 


By James Parker 


Toyota is introducing hybrid power to the 
RAV4 in one of the most significant changes 
to the model since it created the European 
compact recreational SUV market in 1994. 

The new model range is now available to order 
in the UK, with a choice of powertrains which in¬ 
cludes the 2.5-litre full hybrid, a new 2.0-litre D-4D 
diesel and a revised 2.0-litre Valvematic petrol with 
improved fuel economy and C02 emissions. Both 
front-wheel and all-wheel drive versions are offered. 
Active 2.0 D-4D front-wheel drive. On-the-road 
prices from £23,695. 

At the same time Toyota is upgrading equipment spec¬ 
ifications across the board and introducing Toyota Safety 
Sense - a package of integrated active safety and driver 
assistance features - as an option on all versions of RAV4 
beyond the entry-point model. 

Toyota is offering customers more choice and improved 
equipment specifications with a new five-grade line-up that 
introduces Business Edition Plus trim and changes the flag¬ 
ship designation from Invincible to Excel. 

The entry level Active grade features the new 2.0 D-4D 
diesel engine and comes equipped as standard with a 
wealth of extra equipment features. These include the Toyo¬ 
ta Touch 2 multimedia system with touchscreen, six-speak¬ 
er audio system with DAB radio, cruise control, sunglasses 
holder, shark fin antenna and leather steering wheel cover. 
This is an addition to current items including 17in alloys, 
LED daytime running lights, air conditioning, rear privacy 
glass and electric door mirrors. 

The RAV4 Business Edition - also powered by the 2.0-litre 
diesel engine - gains front and rear underruns. Elsewhere it 
retains its high-value specification, with highlights including 
Toyota Touch 2 with Go navigation and on-board connectiv¬ 
ity system, dual-zone automatic air conditioning, front fog 
lamps, retractable door mirrors, automatic headlights and 
wipers, rear-view camera and an auto-dimming rear-view 
mirror. 

The new Business Edition Plus is launched as a hybrid/ 
front-wheel drive-only grade and comes with LED front and 
rear lights, a power tailgate, keyless entry and push-button 
start. 

Alloy 

All three powertrains and front and all-wheel drive options 
are offered in Icon trim. Key additional features include 18in 
machined-finish alloy wheels, LED headlamps, combina¬ 
tion leather and Alcantara upholstery, electrical ly-adjust- 
able driver’s seat (with power-adjustable lumbar support), 
heated front seats and an Alcantara dashboard finish. On 
these models the Toyota Touch 2 system is provided with an 
optional upgrade to Go status with satellite navigation and 
connectivity functions. 

The Excel models adopt the full Toyota Touch 2 with Go 
package, plus leather upholstery, roof rails and front and 
rear parking sensors. 

Toyota Safety Sense is available as an option (£695) on 
all versions of the new RAV4, apart from Active grade. The 
package of integrated active safety and driver assistance in¬ 
cludes a radar-controlled Pre-Collision System that can de¬ 
tect both vehicles and pedestrians on the road ahead. This 
works in conjunction with a pre-collision brake and brake 
assist to alert the driver to the imminent risk of a collision, 
prepare the brakes to deliver extra stopping power and, if 
the driver fails to react, to initiate braking autonomously. 

The same radar unit also equips RAV4 with adaptive 
cruise control, which helps the driver maintain a safe dis¬ 
tance from the vehicle in front. Other features include road 
sign assist, which recognises principal motorway and major 
route signs and repeats on the TFT screen in the driver’s 
instrument binnacle. 

Camera sensors monitor the white lines of motorways and 
major dual carriageways to provide a lane departure alert, 
warning the driver if the vehicle strays out of its lane without 
the turn indicators being used. The same system also pro¬ 
vides a new sway warning, detecting from irregular vehicle 
movements that the driver may be becoming drowsy. If it be¬ 
lieves the driver’s attention is becoming potentially unsafe, 
it will flash up a sway warning alert on the TFT screen with 
a coffee cup image, recommending the driver takes a break 
from the wheel. 

Toyota Safety Sense is completed by automatic high 
beam, which maximises full-beam headlight operation. The 
system detects oncoming traffic and vehicles ahead and 
automatically dips the lights, returning them to full beam 
as soon as the road ahead is clear. This function can be 
switched off if the driver prefers to operate the lights manu¬ 
ally at any time. 

Two new exterior colours are available for RAV4: Blue 
Crush and Barcelona Red. Cabin trims are unchanged. 
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Remarkable supermini 



By John Griffiths 

There’s a new supermini on Brit¬ 
ain’s roads but you won’t have 
much difficulty in spotting its ori¬ 
gins. 

But make no mistake: SEAT’S new Ibiza 
may not look too much different on the 
outside, but underneath it’s a very differ¬ 
ent story. 

After all, the sporty shape was originally 
conceived by a former chief designer for Lam¬ 
borghini and its sculpted lines remain mod¬ 
ern and distinctive. There’s an old saying ‘if it 
ain’t broke ...’ Instead the company listened to 
customers and blew its budget for this latest 
makeover on new, upgraded interiors, a great 
deal of new technology and the introduction 
of considerably more efficient engine options, 
bringing fuel and tax savings for owners. 

There’s also a new speed sensitive power 
steering system and much-revised suspen¬ 
sion, damper and anti-roll bar settings which 
have significantly sharpened up handling 
while also resulting in a smoother, quieter ride. 
There’s a range of customisation options for 
those who want their car to stand out visually. 

Prices start at £10,000, rising to £18,035 
which, like for like, still manages to undercut 
big name rivals which don’t have the advan¬ 
tage of offering three body styles - three door 
couple, five door or sports tourer (estate). 
There are seven trim levels and ten engine op¬ 
tions - seven petrol and three diesel - six of 
which are completely new. 

So with all that variety, and a new sporting 
flagship version, the Cupra, coming in a couple 
of months, the Ibiza has this highly competitive 
section of the market pretty well covered. 

The entry level engine in the cheapest ver¬ 
sion produces 75ps and 95Nm of torque, 


drives smoothly and feels a little more peppy 
on the road than its 14.3 second 0 to 62mph 
time suggests. Official average fuel consump¬ 
tion at 54.4mpg wouldn’t be out of place with 
many a smaller, lighter city car. 

But the same engine in the turbocharged 
Ecomotive version is rated at 95ps, with 
160Nm of torque which cuts nearly four sec¬ 
onds off the 0 to 62mph sprint time and yet 
its official fuel average is a diesel-like 68,9mpg 
and lower C02 emissions of 94g/km. 

The top specification FR version gets even 
more power, 11 Ops and a hefty 200Nm of 
torque, but still with an official fuel average of 
more than 64mpg and a low 102g/km. 

Quicker 

The FR, which costs from £15,690 in the 
three-door model, is also unusual for a 1.0 litre 
car in that it is available with the proven DSG 
dual clutch automatic transmission. Quicker 
and smoother than even a manual gearbox, it 
also has the option of manual control of the six 
ratios via paddles behind the steering wheel. 

With a 0 to 62mph sprint time of 9.3 sec¬ 
onds, it is remarkably quick for a 1.0 litre car 
and particularly smooth, thanks to its combina¬ 
tion of torque and the DSG transmission. 

It also gives the car a relaxed, ‘grown up’ 
feel, which is a characteristic of the new Ibiza 
across the board. It isn’t only the engine, as 
the complete retuning of the suspension and 
damping means a more compliant and quieter 
ride with less jarring over bumpy B-roads. 

That’s an impression reinforced by the new 
cabin with new soft touch materials and a mul¬ 
ti-function colour touchscreen in the centre of 
the dash. In fact, there’s even a new ‘Connect’ 
trim level, which comes with a larger, 6.5 inch 
screen for controlling audio, communications 
and satnav, while having full inter-connectivity 
with a smartphone’s functions. 


Other petrol engine options include 1.2 litre 
units with 90 and 110Ps, a 1.4TSI with 150Ps of 
power and 250Nm of torque. 

All three diesel engines are 1.4 litres, with 
outputs of 75, 90 (available with the DSG tran- 
mission) and 110PS. The 75Ps version is fitted 
to the Ecomotive version, with official average 
fuel consumption of more than 83mpg and a 
C02 rating now down to 88g/km: well below 
the current 10Og/km free VED benchmark. The 
Ecomotive has a very respectable 210Nm of 
torque, making it very driveable with plenty of 
pulling power at low revs. It is also significantly 
quieter than the engine it replaces. 

The entry-level E model comes with a centre 
touch screen media system, four airbags, hill 
hold control,a tyre monitoring system, stability 


control and emergency brake assist, a folding 
rear bench seat, electric front windows, Next 
up the S A/C adds air conditioning along with 
electric adjustable and heated door mirrors, 
an upgraded audio and hands-free phone 
system, a split/fold rear seat and remote audio 
and phone controls on the steering wheel. 

Further up the range, you add features such 
as alloy wheels, a larger touch screen with 
an improved range of functions, LED running 
lights, front fog lights with cornering func¬ 
tion,cruise control, parking sensors, satnav, 
and a driver tiredness warning. The FR is the 
top specification model, with a sporty trim. 

The new Ibiza has to hold its own in a crowd¬ 
ed and competitive area of the market, but 
SEAT has hit the ground running with a wide 


range of engine, body styles Its competitive 
pricing and relatively low running costs add to 
the appeal. All the new engines meet the latest 
EU6 emissions standards (with low C02 rat¬ 
ings of between 88 and 120g/km) and insur¬ 
ance ratings range from 8E to 18E (out of 50). 

And while its looks may not have changed 
much (colour pack options excluded) SEAT 
has added a raft of new technology and a 
more grown-up feel to the car, with significant 
improvements in refinement. 

For many of us price is the deciding factor. 
But given a choice the FR, with one-litre turbo 
engine, DSG transmission and a combination 
of 64mpg and sub 10 seconds sprint time is a 
pretty remarkable machine even in the world 
of superminis. 


MASSIVE SAVING Ol 

4 

First come- 
™s$ served 

K VAUXHALL ANTARA 

D ?" * miss this 
opportunity 


i NU 65 reg Vauxhall 

Antara Diamond 2.2 FWD 


SAVE £5705 


Superb High-Specification includes: 

• Leather seat facings • Leather-covered gear knob (manual models only) 

• Leather-covered steering wheel • Electrically heated front seats 

• Electrically adjustable driver’s seat • Air conditioning 

• CD player with MP3 format/aux-in socket / stereo radio (CD 40 MP3) 

• Bluetooth® connectivity • 17-inch alloy wheels 


LIST PRICE 

£22700 


£16995 



EXCLUSIVE TO YOUR BLACK COUNTRY VAUXHALL DEALERS 


Halesowen Motor House 

Dudley Rd, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3NH 
01215030001 www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


TWall Garages 

High Street Pensnett, Kingswinford DY6 8XB 
01384288333 www.twall.co.uk 


Stourbridge Motor House Dudley Motor Company 

High Street Amblecote, Nr. Stourbridge DY8 4DG Trindle Rd, Dudley, West Midlands DY2 7AY 
01384 447970 www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). VAUXHALL Antara 5 Door SUV 2.2 CDTi 163PS Diamond FWD Stop/Start with 16”, 17”, 18” and 19” wheels, M6: Urban: 37.2 (7.6), 
Extra-urban: 51.4 (5.5), Combined: 44.1 (6.4). C0 2 emissions: 167g/km. 

Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technicalfactors. Offers subject to availability, terms and conditions. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 
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PURCHASE 

at Brindley Hyundai 



il01.0 SE on PCP 

£ 129-06 

PER MONTH 


Personal Contract Purchase finance example: 

ilO 1.0 SE 


PLUS 2 YEARS FREE SERVICING 


Cost price 

£8995.00 Duration of agreement 

42 

Deposit 

£1100.00 Total amount payable 

£10198.90 

Amount of credit 

£7895.00 Rate of Interest (fixed] 

3.04% 

Interest Charges 

£1203.90 Representative APR 

5.9% 

Monthly repayments 

£129.06 Annual mileage 

6000 

1 Final payment 

£3678.38 Excess mileage charge 

14.9p 



Tucson 1.7 SE on PCP 

£ 159 <* 

■ W W PER MONTH 

PLUS 2 YEARS FREE SERVICING 


Personal Contract Purchase finance example: 

Tucson 1.7 SE IMav Diesel 


Cost price 

£22795.00 Duration of agreement 

24 

Deposit 

£7075.00 Total amount payable 

£22795.00 

Amount of credit 

£15720.00 Representative APR 

0% 

Interest Charges 

£0 Annual mileage 

6000 

Monthly repayments 

£159.62 Excess mileage charge 

14.9p 


1 Final payment 





uni 

now available on 
Motability from 
Nil advance payment 


[Tucson S 1 .7 CRDi 11 BPS Bluednive] 


• Motability 

The leading car scheme for disabled people * 


Motability offers you the ability 

to enjoy worry-free motoring 


BRINDLEY HYUNDAI 

Millennium Park, Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 ONR Tel. 0121 695 9971 www.brindleyhyundai-westbromwich.co.uk 
55 Penn Road, Wolverhampton WV2 4WW Tel. 01902 690617 www.brindleyhyundai-wolverhampton.co.uk 


Mwnnnn, NEW THINKING. 
HYLmuRI NEW POSSIBILITIES. 


Fuel consumption MPG (1/100km) for Hyundai range: Urban 18.0 (15.7) - 80.7 (3.5), Extra Urban 32.8 (8.6) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined 25.2 (11.2) - 88.3 (3.2), C02 Emissions 261 - 84 g/km. Fuel consumption: figures shown are 
based on official EU test figures. These are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. YOU WILL NOT OWN THE VEHICLE UNTIL ALL PAYMENTS ARE MADE. FOR THE PURPOSES OF 
THIS FINANCIAL PROMOTION, WE ARE A CREDIT BROKER (NOT A LENDER). WE CAN INTRODUCE YOU TO A LIMITED NUMBER OF CAREFULLY SELECTED FINANCE PROVIDERS. WE MAY RECEIVE A COMMISSION FROM THEM FOR 
THE INTRODUCTION. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i) Renew: part exchange the vehicle; (ii) Retain: pay the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle; or (iii) Return the vehicle. Further charges may be made 
subject to the condition or mileage of the vehicle. T&C Apply. Finance subject to status. 18s and over. Guarantee / indemnity may be required. Hyundai Motor Finance RH1 1SR. Excess mileage charge 14.9 pence per mile. Models 
shown: ilO Premium 1.0 SE £8995 OTR in solid paint and All-New Tucson SE Nav 1.7 CRDi Blue Drive at £22,795 OTR in solid paint. All offers and savings are subject to availability and are only available to private retail customers 
on new cars purchased and registered in the UK (excluding Channel Islands or Isle of Man) between 1st October and 31st December 2015 inclusive, sourced through Hyundai Motor UK Ltd or its authorised dealers. 5 Year 
Warranty terms and exclusions apply. Please see www.hyundai.co.uk or ask your local dealer. For Motability details and eligibility visit: www.motability.co.uk 


Delight in 
taking spin 
in a classic 

By Ian Donaldson 


I BROKE the most valuable Skoda in the 
world (it’s insured for £250,000) before it 
had moved a single inch. Talk about feeling 
a proper idiot. 

Still, at least I’d managed to sit in the cockpit of the 
car; a gorgeous looking open two-seater designed 
more for racing lightness than six-footers with size 12 
feet. 

And, while a pair of cheerful mechanics worked away un¬ 
der the bonnet to reattach the throttle cable dislodged by an 
over-enthusiastic right foot prod, I had time to glance over 
this miniature masterpiece, from a chassis made of masses 
of tubes to a skimpy body looking like a 1950’s schoolboy 
doodle of the perfect racing car. 

For anyone who thinks Skoda has only ever made road 
cars with an emphasis on value, here is evidence that deep 
in the psyche of the Czech company once burned a desire 
to win on the track. 

So, back in 1957 it unleashed a couple of fibreglass-bod¬ 
ied roadsters in a racing programme that took them to mod¬ 
est successes on the other side of what was then a very 
heavy Iron Curtain. 

Message 

Now, the one remaining Spider in running condition (and 
fresh from a £30,000 engine rebuild in the UK, where it now 
lives) is being used to punch home the message that Skoda 
has been around a long time, in one form or another. 

Since 1895, to be precise, when a couple of keen cyclists 
began designing and building two-wheelers called Slavias, 
adding motors four years later and becoming Laurin and 
Klement (their surnames). The first car appeared in the early 
1900s and then, in a merger in 1925, Skoda arrived. 

Older readers will recall model names like Felicia and Fa- 
vorit, attached to machines that lacked the panache of West¬ 
ern rivals, but were cheap to buy and run, and tough with it. 

Then, in 1991 Skoda became the fourth brand in the 
Volkswagen group and it began quickly to lose the budget 
tag, replaced with cars that happily pinched bits from dearer 
VWs to produce machines that were now properly modern 
and good value. 

But back to the Skoda Spider, now mended and revving 
its little 1,098cc engine in prospect of a visit to the modest 
race track provided for us at Bicester Fleritage, carved from 
348 acres of a former 1920’s RAF bomber station. 

Now, if barely a litre sounds puny, it’s worth pointing out 
that the engine bears little relation to anything you would 
have found in a roadgoing Skoda of the time - as its 92 
horsepower output and the Spider’s 125mph top speed tes¬ 
tify. 

It’s also light; at 550 kilos much less than the weight of a 
Harley Davidson motorbike with chunky rider aboard. 

So, the car will fly if provoked. Which, with rain falling in 
enthusiastic amounts and the track awash, I was not keen to 
do. Especially as my spectacles lacked windscreen wipers 
and my big feet found it easier to operate two pedals at once 
rather than one. 

Oh, and however hard you pressed the middle pedal, the 
drum brakes stayed asleep, only deigning to flicker an eye¬ 
brow of interest as your right thigh began to quiver with the 
effort of application. 

It did make lovely noises, though, as I crunched up and 
down the gears (housed in a gearbox between the rear 
wheels) and persuaded the rev counter to flicker round to 
a figure that gave a gentle taste of the Spider’s potential. 

The steering was a positive delight, with the thin, string- 
wrapped wheel feeding back an accurate description of the 
tarmac below. 

Which must have been welcome when the Spider was 
used in anger more than half a century ago. No seatbelts, of 
course. No roll cage, no bodywork (to speak of) and almost 
no brakes. 

Miroslav Fousek and Jaroslav Bobek, the two men who 
took the pair of Spiders to a one-two in Leningrad in 1962, 
I salute you. 
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Marque focused on G57 


By Sharon Walters 


Ginetta has proven itself as the 
manufacturer of the fastest LMP3 
car in the world. Now the York¬ 
shire marque turns its attentions 
to a new-for-2016 car; the Ginetta 
G57. 

With a class first and second in the in¬ 
augural European Le Mans Series driv¬ 
er and teams championship, Ginetta 
has been the dominant force through¬ 
out the inaugural LMP3 season, taking 
a clean sweep of class victories. 

A fantastic partnership between Ginetta, 
the ACO and ELMS throughout the devel¬ 
opment and delivery of the LMP3 class al¬ 
lowed all parties to make a success of the 
inaugural season, one which will undoubt¬ 
edly continue into 2016. With its position as 
a rising star in sports prototypes cemented, 
the Yorkshire manufacturer now switches its 


attention to the ongoing development of the 
new Ginetta G57. 

Designed to increase export of the British 
brand, which already stands at circa 50 per 
cent of all sales, the Ginetta G57 represents 
a cost-effective prototype, eligible for sports 
car competition across the globe. 

Suited 

With a view to complement the already es¬ 
tablished Ginetta formulae, which includes 
four single-make championships, a number 
of franchised European series in Italy and 
Sweden, plus a large presence in the USA 
with the Ginetta G55, the Ginetta Prototype 
will be suited to all levels of driver grade, ex¬ 
perience and ambition. 

Comprising a Chevrolet LS3 engine with 
580bhp, the Ginetta G57 will offer a robust 
drivetrain, providing unrivalled performance 
with additional power and heightened value 
for money. In addition, the car will feature an 
unrestricted aerodynamic package, deliver¬ 
ing some of the quickest lap times for cars 
of this genre. 




‘Ginetta G57 represents 
a cost-effective 
prototype, eligible for 
sports car competition 
across the globe’ 


Lawrence Tomlinson, chairman of Ginet¬ 
ta explained; “European Le Mans Series 
provided the perfect platform to further in¬ 
troduce the Ginetta brand to the European 
marketplace, and we worked closely with 
the ACO to ensure both the car and the se¬ 
ries were a success. 

“As a business, we must now contin¬ 
ue towards our goal of increasing export, 
which inevitably means creating a new, 
and significantly faster, car which is eligible 
for competition on a number of different 
global platforms.” 


Ewan Baldry, Ginetta technical direc¬ 
tor added; “We’ve had a great season 
with ELMS, but Team LNT had only ever 
planned to contest one full season. For 
2016, we will continue to support our cus¬ 
tomers who remain within the series, but 
as a manufacturer, our attentions now turn 
to the Ginetta G57.” 

The Ginetta Prototype has already been 
accepted for competition in VdeV and vari¬ 
ous open sports car championships. Team 
LNT also claimed a win and a second 
place in the previous two VdeV events. 


ERFECTION IS ALL ABOUT CHOICE 




Compact yet practical, and ready to take on the city. 

New Viva SE I.Oi. Only £115 a month 
with advance rental. 


Over a million design combinations. Every one’s an original. 

ADAM JAM 1.2i. Only £145 a month 
with advance rental. 


Agile yet spacious, and packed with smart technology. 

New Corsa Energy 1.2i. Only £159 a month 
with advance rental. 


Dudley Motor Company 
Dudley 

01384 454100 

Halesowen Motor House 

Halesowen 

01215030001 


Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 

01384 447 970 


T Wall Garages 
Kingswinford 
01384 288 333 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 
23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 85g/km. # 


Personal contract hire offer on Viva SE I.Oi 75PS in Blue Ray, subject to availability and status. Age 18+ only. Figures based on a non-maintenance contract hire package with advance rental of £1,380, then 35 monthly rentals of £115. Excess miles over contracted mileage of 24,000 over 36 months charged at7.24ppm. Personal contract hire 
offer on ADAM JAM 1.2i 70PS in Saturday White Fever, subject to availability and status. Age 18+ only. Figures based on a non-maintenance contract hire package with advance rental of £1,885 then 35 monthly rentals of £145. Excess miles over contracted mileage of 24,000 over 36 months charged at7.31ppm. Personal contract hire offer 
on New Corsa 5dr Energy 1.2i 70PS (a/c) in Shiny Rock, subject to availability and status. Age 18+ only. Figures based on a non-maintenance contract hire package with advance rental of £1,908 then 35 monthly rentals of £159. Excess miles over contracted mileage of 24,000 over 36 months charged at 6.64ppm. Excess charges also apply if 
you breach manufacturer servicing or maintenance guidelines or if the car exceeds BVRLA Fair Wear & Tear guidelines for its age/mileage when it is returned to Vauxhall Leasing. Package includes Road Fund Licence and Vauxhall Assistance. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. Prices and details are subject to change without notice. For 
full specification and Ts&Cs contact your local Retailer. You will not own the car. ALD Automotive Ltd., trading as Vauxhall Leasing, BS16 3JA. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Offers available on orders or registrations between 8 October and 15 December 2015. #MPG figures are official test data and may not 
reflect real driving results. Correct at time of going to pr< 
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THINK YOU CAN’T 
AFFORD A NEW CAR? 




WHATA LOAD 

OF SCRAP. 


We'll give you 


£ 2 , 000 ' 


scrappage for your old car to put towards 
a brand new Vauxhall across our ranged 

CONTACT US TODAY 


Available with up to 5 years 

0 0/ APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 

# ' W FLEXIBLE FINANCE' 


NEW 

C0RSA1.2 LIMITED 3 DOOR 



• HEATED WINDSCREEN 

• AIR CONDITIONING 

• INTELU-UNKAUDIO SYSTEM 

• ELECTRICALLY ADJUSTABLE & HEATED DOOR MIRRORS 

• 17-INCH BLACK ALLOY WHEELS 

• BLUETOOTH 


BODY-COLOUR FRONT LOWER SPOILER, SIDE SILLS, 
REAR ROOF SPOILER REAR LOWER SKIRT 


INCLUDES £2,000 

SCRAPPAGE* 



PLUS 1 YEARS 
FREE INSURANCE* 

I CASH PRICE £13,999 
^1 SCRAPPAGE £2,000 
* "I DEPOSIT£0 

! BALANCE £11,999 


CASH PRICE £13,999 I SCRAPPAGE £2,000 I DEPOSIT CASH £0 I AMOUNT OF CREDIT £11,999 I INTEREST £0 I 60 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF £199.981 TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £13,999 


JFree Insurance terms and conditions - First year insurance offer available on New Corsa Limited Edition and ADAM SLAM only, excluding ADAM S. All drivers must have held a valid full UK licence fora minimum of 1 year. All policies are underwritten byAgeas Insurance Ltd. Other insurance specific Terms 
and Conditions apply. The offer will cover the full premium for drivers aged between 21-75 (motor policy only). Only available through Vauxhall Insurance. Drivers aged 18-20 will make a contribution of £99 to their premium and must agree to the fitting of a telematics box to the car: every 3 months, your 
contribution will be reviewed and if you drive well, we will return part of this to you. The policy may be cancelled for excessive speeding or consistently poor driving. T&Cs apply. Correct at time of going to press. 


NEW 

CORSA 1.2 ENERGY 
3 DOOR 


• ALLOY WHEELS 

• BLUETOOTH 

• CENTRAL LOCKING 

• FULL ELECTRICS 
....PLUS MUCH MORE 


to 5 YEARS 

FLEXIBLE FINANCE 


0 %A p R 

#U Representative 



NEW 

ADAM 1.2 GLAM 


to p 5YEARS 

FLEXIBLE FINANCE 


• ALLOY WHEELS 

• BLUETOOTH 

• CENTRAL LOCKING 

• FULL ELECTRICS 
....PLUS MUCH MORE 


INCLUDES £2,000 



NEW 

M0KKA1.6 EXCLUSIV 
5 DOOR 


• ALLOY WHEELS 

• AIR CONDITIONING 

• BLUETOOTH 

• FULL ELECTRICS 

• ELECTRICWINDOWS 

• HEATED SEATS FRONT & REAR 

• PARKING SENSORS 


INCLUDES £2,000 


to p 5YEARS 

FLEXIBLE FINANCE 


0 %APR 

/O Representative 



SCRAPPAGE* 



I CASH PRICE £11,999 
I SCRAPPAGE £2,000 
I DEPOSIT £459 
I BALANCE £9,540 


SCRAPPAGE* 



I CASH PRICE £13,230 
I SCRAPPAGE £2,000 
I DEPOSIT £490 
I BALANCE £10,740 



SCRAPPAGE" 


I CASH PRICE £17,999 
I SCRAPPAGE £2,000 
1 DEPOSIT £459 
I BALANCE £15,540 


CASH PRICE £11,999 | SCRAPPAGE £2,000 I DEPOSIT CASH £459 | 
AMOUNT OF CREDIT £9,540 I INTEREST £0 I 60 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF 
£159 | TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £11,999 


CASH PRICE £13,230 I SCRAPPAGE £2,000 I DEPOSIT CASH £490 I 
AMOUNT OF CREDIT £10,740 I INTEREST £0 I 60 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF 
£179 | TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £13,230 


CASH PRICE £17,999 | SCRAPPAGE £2,000 I DEPOSIT CASH £459 | 
AMOUNT OF CREDIT £15,540 I INTEREST £0 I 60 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF 
£259 | TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £17,999 


Vision Motors Limited - Wednesbury 


0121 796 2927 

www.visionvauxhall.co.uk 


57 Bridge Street 
Wednesbury 
West Midlands 
WS10 0AH 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). 
Vauxhall range: Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 
emissions: 373 - 85g/km. # 


Vision Vauxhall. We can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers, commision may be received. 

tAvailable on selected models only, at participating Retailers. Conditional Sale. Finance subject to status. Ts&Cs apply. Applicants must be 18+. Finance supplied by Vauxhall Finance, PO Box 6666, Cardiff, CF15 7YT. Customer deposit shown after deduction of 
any Vauxhall and/or Retailer contributions where applicable. Vauxhall Deposit Contribution only available when vehicle financed through Vauxhall Finance. *£2,000 Scrappage Allowance towards a new car is offered on condition that the traded-in car has been 
registered in your name as the owner for at least 90 days and the registration document is in your name and address. Offers available to private individuals and small businesses 1-24 units (purchase only). All other sales categories are excluded. Offers apply to 
selected new vehicles registered between 8 October 2015 and 15 December 2015. ■'Excludes VIVA, ADAM JAM, New Corsa Sting, New Corsa Sting R. Ts&Cs apply. Participating Retailers only. UK supplied vehicles only. #OfficialEU-regulated test data are provided 
for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 


Navara 
prices are 
released 
by Nissan 

By Sharon Walters 


Nissan has announced full pricing and spec¬ 
ifications for the all-new NP300 Navara - the 
rugged, dependable and capable workhorse 
with crossover-style comfort and class-lead¬ 
ing technology, which will propel the brand 
back to the top of the pick-up segment. 

Available in Nissan showrooms nationwide from 
January 2016, the new model, which builds on Nis¬ 
san’s 80-year pick-up heritage, will be available in five 
distinct trim grades - Visia, Acenta, Acenta+, N-Con- 
necta and Tekna - and will be priced from £18,376. 

Customers of the all-new NP300 Navara will have the flex¬ 
ibility to tailor their vehicle so that it can meet the require¬ 
ments of the toughest job or the most demanding of life¬ 
styles. The pick-up can be specified with either a double cab 
or a king cab and a 190PS twin-turbo or 160PS single turbo 
version of the new 2.3-litre dCi engine. 

There’s also a choice of two or four-wheel drive and a 
six-speed manual or seven-speed automatic transmission. 

Many of the new model’s advanced safety features - in¬ 
cluding a number of first-in-class technologies - are incor¬ 
porated across the range as standard. This includes forward 
emergency braking on all double cab models; driver, pas¬ 
senger, side, knee and curtain airbags; electronic limited 
slip differential (eLSD); hill start assist and hill descent con¬ 
trol (on 4WD models). 

Appealing 

Developed with the aim of delivering Nissan crosso¬ 
ver-style comfort and refinement to the pick-up sector, even 
entry-level versions of the NP300 Navara are competitively 
specified with an appealing array of on-board equipment. 

Visia models, for example, feature manual air condition¬ 
ing (4WD), five-link rear suspension (DC), Bluetooth tele¬ 
phone integration, steering wheel-mounted audio controls, 
an AUX socket for MP3 connectivity, a USB port, three 12v 
sockets, automatic headlights with ‘follow me home’, cruise 
control and speed limiter (DC). 

Step up into the Acenta, and customers will enjoy a num¬ 
ber of styling enhancements, including 16in alloy wheels 
and chrome exterior trim, as well as the Nissan Intelligent 
Key system with engine start/stop button and a five-inch HD 
full colour TFT screen. 

Acenta+ meanwhile, adds the more powerful 190PS 
2.3-litre dCi engine, 18in alloy wheels, automatic air condi¬ 
tioning with dual-zone climate control, rear colour reversing 
camera (shown in the rear view mirror), side steps, electric 
folding heated door mirrors and rear privacy glass. 

Moving up the range, the new N-Connecta trim grade 
puts entertainment to the fore, with the addition of the Nis- 
sanConnect 2.0 7in touchscreen satellite navigation and 
entertainment system. This incorporates features including 
DAB digital radio, a rear colour reversing camera, Bluetooth 
audio streaming, app integration and live traffic updates. 

Topping the range, the Tekna - priced from £24,293 - 
adds Nissan’s Around View Monitor, which uses cameras 
to give the driver a bird’s eye view of the car, as well as rear 
parking sensors, leather seats with heated front seats, roof 
rails and LED headlights. 

In addition, all models in the range benefit from a full 
manufacturer five-year/100,000 mile manufacturer warranty 
- providing additional peace of mind as standard. 
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Lexus is a smooth operator 


By Sharon Walters 


There is no question that rock 
’n’ roll is great music, but the 
term means something much 
less fun when used to describe 
the quality of ride you get from 
your car. Lexus has designed 
and equipped its new RX to put 
an end to rocking and rolling, 
whether you are travelling on the 
highway, or driving on rougher 
off-road surfaces. 

The new luxury SUV’s active suspen¬ 
sion performance moves to a higher level, 
securing a smoother and more stable ride 
and a more rewarding driving experience. 
The system design has been updated and 
customers can specify an Adaptive Varia¬ 
ble Suspension system for sportier perfor¬ 
mance. Ride and handling have also been 


improved thanks to the engineering of a sig¬ 
nificantly more rigid vehicle body. 

The new RX features an updated version 
of the suspension system used in the cur¬ 
rent model: MacPherson struts at the front 
and a rear trailing arm and double-wishbone 
set-up, with components fine-tuned for extra 
stability when cornering and improved han¬ 
dling overall. Changes include a larger front 
anti-roll bar, which gives both a crisper turn¬ 
ing response and better ride quality. 

Adjusts 

Sportier performance can be gained 
from Lexus’s Adaptive Variable Suspension 
(AVS), a standard feature of the F Sport and 
Premier grade models. This automatically 
adjusts the damping force delivered by the 
shock absorbers at each wheel in response 
to the quality of the road surface and the driv¬ 
er’s inputs. 

For example, on rough roads, the sys¬ 
tem switches to a more compliant setting 
to maintain comfort. When driving through 




‘Panel joints have been 
made stronger using 
high-tech body 
adhesives and laser 
screw welding’ 


a bend, the damping force is firmer, to re¬ 
duce body roll and give the RX more per¬ 
formance-focused, flatter cornering. 

As well as advanced suspension tuning 
and technology, the new RX reaps the ben¬ 
efits of having a more rigid body - a funda¬ 
mental quality that has a positive impact on 
its handling, comfort and cabin quietness, 
as well as providing more robust crash 
protection. 

Lexus has achieved this with innovative 
techniques, including a new ring-frame 
construction method to create stronger 


sections around the front and rear doors. 
Panel joints have been made stronger us¬ 
ing high-tech body adhesives and laser 
screw welding, and high-tensile-strength 
steel has been used at strategic points 
throughout, including the A and B-pillars 
and underbody crossmembers. Extra spot 
welds around the rear of the body also 
contribute to the car’s strength and han¬ 
dling stability. 

The new RX is available to order now, 
with first deliveries to UK customers from 
January. 


YOUNG DRIVER? ON A BUDGET? THINKYOU CAN’T AFFORD A NEW CAR? 



0 I can’t afford 
to renew my 

Insurance 


WiUmy old ««; youcanhave: 

ma ke it through 

the winter. 


YOU CAN HAVE: 

£2000 

SCRAPPAGE 

ALLOWANCE 


A GREAT DEAL FOR YOUNG DRIVERS 


£1190 FREE 

INSURANCE 

FRFF71-7RYFAR 01 n<; 


DEPOSIT 
ALLOWANCE 


FREE 21-75 YEAR OLDS 
ONLY £9918-20 YEAR OLDS* 


We’ll give you minimum £2000 SCRAPPAGE ALLOWANCE for your old car to 
put towards a brand new Vauxhall Corsa with this amazing value package t 

NEWVAUXHALL CORSA LIMITED EDITION 1.2 3DR 

£1500 £139” 4.27. APR 


DEPOSIT 


PER MONTH REPRESENTATIVE 


• Air conditioning 

• 17-inch black alloy wheels • Cruise control* Front fog lights 

• LED daytime running lights • Sports-style front seats 

• IntelliLink audio system with digital radio • Bluetooth® connectivity 

• USB connection with iPod control 


1 YEARS’ FREE INSURANCE 


FREE 21-75 YEAR OLDS 
ONLY £9918-20 YEAR 0LDS A 


Customer deposit 

£1,500.00 


Deposit Contribution 

£1,190.00 


Scrappage Allowance 

£ 2 , 000.00 


Amount of Credit 

£9,677.00 


Optional Final Payment 

£5,423.00 


Total amount payable 

£15,310.30 


Based on 6,000 miles per annum, excess mileage charged at 9p per mile. An Arrangement Fee and Credit Arrangement Fee of £149.00 is payable usually with the first and final payments respectively. 


Representative* 


EXCLUSIVE TO YOUR BLACK COUNTRY VAUXHALL DEALERS 


Halesowen Motor House 

Dudley Rd, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3NH 
01215030001 www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


TWall Garages 

High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford DY6 8XB 
01384288333 www.twall.co.uk 


Stourbridge Motor House 

High Street, Amblecote, Nr. Stourbridge DY84DG 
01384 447970 www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 


Dudley Motor Company 

Trindle Rd, Dudley, West Midlands DY27AY 
01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C02 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), 

Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C02 emissions: 373 - 85g/km. Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. tYou must have owned the vehicle to be part-exchange vehicle for at 
least 90 days and have a valid MOT, offer Excludes Viva, Corsa Sting, Sting R and Adam Jam, Partner and Associate Scrappage Allowances may vary. *Finance provided by GMACUKplc, P.O.Box 6666, Cardiff, CF157YT. Finance applicants must be 18 or over. Option 1 Pay final payments keep the car. Option 2 - Return the car. Option 3 - Trade in against a new 

.. ' "" Pictures for illustration purposes only. 


vehicle, insurance offer subject to eligibility, terms and conditions. All offers subject to availability, terms and conditions. F 
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Way of Life! 


SUZUKI 


NIL advance: maximum choice. 








Celerio 


SX4 S-Cross 


Motability 


Request a Test Drive today: suzuki.co.uk/halesowenmotorhouse 

Halesowen Motor House 

Dudley Road Halesowen B63 3NH 0121 503 0001 


Contact Halesowen Motor House today 




have it. 


Official Fuel Consumption Figures for the Suzuki SX4 S-Cross range mpg (litres/lOOkm) and CO ? emissions (g/km): Urban 39.7-55.3 (7.1-5.1), Extra Urban 55.3-76.3 (5.1-3.7), 
Combined 47.8-67.2 (5.9-4.2), C0 2 emissions 135-110 g/km and for the Suzuki Celerio range mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km): Urban 55.3-68.9 (5.3-4.1), Extra Urban 
76.3-83.0 (3.7-3.4), Combined 65.7-78.4 (4.3-3.6), C0 2 emissions 99-84 g/km and for the Suzuki Swift range mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km): Urban 41.5-57.6 (6.8- 
4.9), Extra Urban 57.6-72.4 (4.9-3.9), Combined 50.4-65.7 (5.6-4.3), C0 2 emissions 128-99 g/km. 

*Nil Advance Payment on SX4 S-Cross SZ3 model only. Nil Advance Payment available on all Celerio models. Nil Advance Payment on Swift models excluding Swift SZ4 4x4 and Swift Sport which have a higher advance payment. The above fuel consumption figures are based 
on an EU test for comparative purposes only and may not reflect real driving results. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is available to the recipients of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of the Mobility Component of 
Personal Independence Payment, War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement or Armed Forces Independence Payment and is administered by Motability Operations, City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. The facilities offered are for the hire of goods. This 
offer is available on orders placed with participating dealers between 1st October 2015 to 31st December 2015, subject to availability and is not available in conjunction with any other offers. Full written quotations and details, including terms and conditions, are available 
on request. All prices and specifications are correct at time of going to press. 


Search, SuzuNICmUK 


VISION VAUXHALL 


BLACK FRIDAY 

3 DAY SALES EVENT 



EVENT STARTS 10AM FRIDAY 27TH NOVEMBER 

THIS IS YOUR INVITATION TO SAVINGS, INCLUDING:- 




tL KXmOMf 


4 


FREE 


APR 


INSURANCE 


0 % 

OVER 5YRS 


MINIMUM 

£2000 


UPTO 

£3210 


ON SELECTED 
MODELS* 


ON SELECTED 
MODELS* 


SCRAPPAGE 

ALLOWANCE* 


DEPOSIT 

CONTRIBUTION* 


Black Friday is your ‘one-off’ chance to save - don’t delay, contact us today. Offers must end 5pm, Sunday 29 November. 


Register online now at: www.blackfridayevent.co.uk/visionvauxhall 


<3* 


ision 


SEETHE DIFFERENCE 


VISION VAUXHALL WEDNESBURY 

57 Bridge Street, Wednesbury, WS10 OAH 

CALL US ON 0121 796 2927 


M-SOtf 

VISION VAUXHALL STAFFORD 

Walton-on-the-Hill, Stafford ST17 OJX 

CALL US ON 01785 336 842 


2.9% APR $ 

REPRESENTATIVE 


VAUXHALL 


offered on condition that the traded-in car has been registered in your name as the owner for at least 90 days and the registration document is in your name and address. Offers available to private individuals and small businesses 1-24 units (purchase only). All other sales categories are excluded. Offers apply to selected new vehicles registered between 8 October 2015 and 15 De¬ 
cember 2015. ''Excludes VIVA, ADAM JAM, New Corsa Sting, New Corsa Sting R.Ts&Cs apply. Participating Retailers only. UK supplied vehicles only. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. fFree Insurance terms and 
conditions - First year insurance offer available on New Corsa Limited Edition and ADAM 5LAM only, excluding ADAM S. All drivers must have helcfa valid full UK licence fora minimum of 1 year. All policies are underwritten byAqeas Insurance Ltd. Other insurance specific Terms and Conditions apply. The offer will cover the full premium for drivers aged between 21-75 (motor policy 
only). Only available through Vauxhall Insurance. Drivers aged 18-20 will make a contribution of £99 to their premium and must agree to the fitting of a telematics box to the car: every 3 months.your contribution will be reviewed and if you drive well, we will return part of this to you. The policy may he cancelled for excessive speeding or consistently poor driving. Vision Motors 
Limited trading as Vision Motors Limited - Stafford are acting as a credit broker and not a lender. We can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers, commission may be received. **Flexible PCP terms and conditions - Personal Contract Purchase. Finance subject to status. Terms and Conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 years or over. Finance by Vauxhall Finance. 

PO Box 6666, Cardiff. CF15 7YT. Vauxhall Deposit Contribution only available when vehicle financed through Vauxhall Finance. At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) Retain the vehicle: Pay the optional final payment to own the vehicle, ii) Return the vehicle, or iii) Replace: Part Exchange the vehicle, where equity is available, subject to our fair wear and tear terms and 
conditions, excess mileage charges apply. Advertised £3,210 deposit contribution applies to Vauxhall Mokka Exclusiv 1.6CDTi in solid paint. Correct at time of going to print. All offers subject to terms and conditions. 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C02 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C02 emissions: 373 - 85g/ 
km. Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. 





Wellington 
boot Town 
into touch 
with three 

Wellington Am 3 Tipton 1 

TIPTON Town remain in the West 
Midlands Premier basement after 
visitors Wellington Amateurs add¬ 
ed to their woes with a win. 

Languishing only one place from 
the bottom of the table, and cur¬ 
rently winless at home, Tipton 
showed few signs of that situation 
improving. 

Of great concern, particularly 
to Manager, Paul Totney, was 
the sheer inability of the Black 
Country club to mount any telling 
threat upon their visitors in such 
a vital fixture and, with virtually 
half the season’s games behind 
them, a tally of just 4 points sim¬ 
ply tells it’s own story. In the 18th 
minute slipshod defending by Tip- 
ton allowed Gavin Davies to open 
the visitors’ account when scram¬ 
bling the ball home for an untidy 
goal. 

Tipton suddenly came to life on 
24 minutes, two fine efforts from 
Matt Weyman and Marvin Whitter 
ricocheting to safety before Jon 
Crawford was then superbly tack¬ 
led in the act of shooting. 

Wellington weathered the short 
period of home pressure, and on 38 
minutes a sweeping move involv¬ 
ing Sam Groucher and Tom Brad¬ 
ley set up Ben Parker to make it 
2-0 to the Shropshire outfit. 

Right on half-time a good coun¬ 
ter-attack by Tipton gave them 
hope when, in a packed goal¬ 
mouth, Ravi Sangha reacted first 
to halve the deficit. 

Tipton wastefully spurned a fine 
opportunity to level the scores in 
the 64th minute when Whitter’s 
shot was blocked. 

The visitors killed off the match 
three minutes from time when 
Davies drove home his second. 


Villa’s Grealish 
drops down 
on Roy’s radar 

JACK GREALISH is said to have 
slipped down England boss Roy 
Hodgson’s pecking order amid more 
unwelcome headlines about the Vil¬ 
la youngster. 

Reports suggest other rising stars 
like Dele Alii have made a greater 
impression on the England boss 
after Grealish suffered a poor start 
to the season. 

Hodgson had been instrumental 
in persuading Grealish to choose 
England over Ireland for his inter¬ 
national future. 

The claims come amid pictures of 
Grealish nightclubbing in the after- 
math of Villa’s 4-0 defeat by Everton 
at the weekend. 

Remi Garde has banished Jack 
Grealish to the under-21s. 

Garde told Grealish to train with 
the development squad after the 
footage emerged. 


Title-winner Perry signs on again 



From left, Graham Drury, team manager, Tom 
Perry and Tony Mole, owner. Pic Claire Swatman 


TITLE-WINNING skipper Tom 
Perry is back with Birmingham 
for the defence of their National 
League crown next season. 

The 22-year-old quickly put pen 
to paper with the Surestop Brum¬ 
mies for a second successive season 
after being given permission by his 
parent club Cradley. 

The Midlands rider joins young¬ 
sters Jack Parkinson-Blackburn and 
Jack Smith as confirmed members 
of the 2016 septet and team man¬ 
ager Graham Drury has already ap¬ 


pointed him club captain once again. 

Drury said: “I’m absolutely 
thrilled that we’ve got Tom back 
on board and I’m really looking for¬ 
ward to working with him again. 

“He was a pleasure to deal with 
last season and he was a huge part 
of the team both on and off track. 

“You know what you’re going 
to get with Tom - a fully commit¬ 
ted performance in each and every 
meeting and someone who is a re¬ 
liable team member at the top end. 

“Tony Mole gave him the cap¬ 


tain’s role last season and he was 
everything you’d want your team 
captain to be. 

“I know this is yet another sign¬ 
ing that will please our supporters 
and I’m really happy with how the 
team plans are going as of yet.” 

Perry is also delighted to be re¬ 
turning and is setting himself and 
the Brummies some ambitious tar¬ 
gets for the 2016 campaign. 

“Whether Cradley were running 
or not, I always wanted to be back 
with Birmingham,” Perry admitted. 


wednesbury wiped 
out in whitewash 


Wednesbury 0 Newcastle (Staffs) 43 

ONCE again Wednesbury were forced 
to field a much weakened side for the 
game against Newcastle. 

This has been an ongoing problem for the 
coaching team all season who have had to 
make do with the resources they have left 
rather than enjoying a choice of players. 

Wednesbury started the game well, attacking 
Newcastle from the off. 

The home side’s forwards were putting in a lot 
of hard work forcing the visitors into making lots 
of mistakes, unfortunately their backs could not 
take advantage of these and they were kept off 
the scoreboard which proved to be the order of 
the day. 

This all came to an abrupt end on 15 min¬ 
utes, Newcastle won the ball in midfield and ran 
through the Wednesbury defence for their first of 
several tries, then added the conversion. 

Wednesbury once again went on the attack 
but through a series of errors and bad judgement 
were unable to get through the Newcastle de¬ 
fence. 

Pressure 

They maintained this pressure until there was 
just five minutes of the half remaining, Newcastle 
broke through the Wednesbury defence to score 
their second converted try. 

From the restart the visitors won the ball and 
once again waltzed through the Wednesbury 
defence for their third try, the only consolation 
being that this time they didn’t get the conver¬ 
sion. 

Wednesbury started the second half as they did 
the first taking the game to Newcastle, but again 
were unable to break down the visitor’s defence. 

The host’s forwards Gary Page, Lee Baker and 
Dan Blake did sterling work taking on the New¬ 
castle defence. 

But this all came to an abrupt end with 10 
minutes of the second half gone, Newcastle used 
their speed on the wing to punish the home side 
running in their fourth try, but again there was 
no conversion. 

In the next 10 minutes Newcastle ran in a fur¬ 
ther three tries with two of them being converted. 

However, the home side refused to give in and 
still took the game to their visitors, but, frustrat- 
ingly, were unable to break through the New- 



Wednesbury’s Lee Baker at the bottom of the ruck during the game against Newcastle 


castle defence and get at least a penatly kick on the 
scoreboard. 

Wednesbury’s coach Gary Summers said he was 
forced to play a number of young players from the 
second team this week. 

They had stepped up to breech the gap and all had 
put in a good performance, including his man of the 
match Rhys Nickle who looks a good prospect for the 
rest of the season. 


The day didn’t get any better with Wednesury 2nds 
also losing heavily. They were away to Wolverhamp¬ 
ton 3rds and ended up on the wrong end of 55-5 score. 
Wednesbury’s only points coming from a try from Alex 
Hodgetts 

This week Wednesbury take a break from the league 
and travel to Shipston on Stour for a game in the RFU 
Senior Vase Cup, kick off 2.15pm. 


Beating the 
Gunners has 
given Albion 
a boost 

ALBION defender Chris Brunt 
says Saturday’s victory over Arse¬ 
nal has taken the pressure off the 
club. 

The Baggies are halfway 
through a daunting run of six 
games against Leicester, Man 
United, Arsenal, West Ham, Spurs 
and Liverpool. 

Five of those teams are in cur¬ 
rent top six and the other match 
is a trip to Anfield, but Brunt isn’t 
worried about playing the big 
teams. 

“We’ve got a lot of tough games 
coming up over the next three or 
four weeks and that maybe takes 
a little bit of pressure off you if 
you’ve got a result in one of them,” 
said Brunt. 

“On our day we’re capable of 
beating anybody, hopefully that 
can be the start of a bit of a run. 

“We started well after the last 
international break so hopefully 
we can go to West Ham and get a 
result.” 

Albion have now won three of 
their last five games and the two 
that were lost were against the 
current top two. Saturday’s vic¬ 
tory means Tony Pulis’ side have 
now beaten Man United, Chelsea, 
and Arsenal in the last six months. 

Brunt had an eventful game. 
After Olivier Giroud nodded Arse¬ 
nal in front it was the left-back’s 
floated free-kick which James 
Morrison guided over Petr Cech 
for the equaliser. 

It was also his push on Alexis 
Sanchez which gave away the pen¬ 
alty eight minutes from time. 

He picked up his fifth yellow 
card of the season for the chal¬ 
lenge and will miss this Sunday’s 
game at Upton Park. 
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Only hard work 
will save Villa, 
says the boss 

ONLY hard work can offer Villa 
any hope of keeping their top-flight 
status, according to Villa boss Remi 
Garde. 

The Frenchman saw his Villa side 
dismantled by Everton in a demor¬ 
alising defeat on Saturday - two 
weeks after hopes had been raised 
by a battling draw against Manches¬ 
ter City. 

But he insists his squad possess 
enough quality to win their unlikely 
fight for Premier League survival. 

“I still think we have qualities in 
this team - and in the next game we 
have to show this,” he said. 

“There are a lot of games to play. 
We will fight for every point - and 
we will continue that against Wat¬ 
ford this next weekend. 

“We have to carry on working 
hard.” 


Final whistle 



If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 
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Single goal enough to sink the Blues 


Baggies team 
look to shop 
in January 

ALBION need to do a lot of business in 
January, says first-team coach Ben Gar¬ 
ner. 

Garner reckons if a Premier League 
club does not utilise every window to its 
full potential it will fall by the wayside. 
“Every window is important for a club 
like ours” said Garner. “You’ve got to try 
to improve. Whether that’s two players, 
three, four, or five, you need to improve 
on what you’ve got. 

“That’s not being disrespectful to the 
players we’ve got, it’s evolution. We need 
to improve the team and the players that 
are here need to rise to that as well. We 
want players that are going to take these 
[existing] players forward and challenge 
them to make them better.” 

Garner joined the club at the start of 
October and previously held a coaching 
role under Tony Pulis at Crystal Palace. 

The 35-year-old pointed out that Pulis 
has signed some important players dur¬ 
ing the shorter window. 

“I’ve seen it before when Tony was at 
Crystal Palace,” said Garner. “He signed 
some really good players. Scott Dann, 
Joe Ledley, Wayne Hennessey; Jason 
Puncheon was a loan made permanent. 

“Those players really took that team 
to another level and I think that’s what 
we need to do here.” 

Pulis says Albion are looking for wing¬ 
ers, full-backs and a midfielder in Janu¬ 
ary, and chief scout Jeff Baskerville has 
been working hard. 

When Garner was brought in, part of 
his remit was recruitment. 

“I’ve been speaking with Jeff in terms 
of putting profiles together for posi¬ 
tions,” explained Garner. 

“So the scouts have now got profiles 
to work to. 

“For example if we’re looking for a 
centre-half, there’s specific attributes 
that a centre-half needs to have.” 

A late deflection 
takes chance of a 
draw from Tivs 

Tividale 1 Coalville 2 

A deflected shot a minute from time 
denied Tividale a share of the points as 
high-riding Coalville Town won their 
Evo-Stik Division One battle in the last 
part of the game. 

Coalville were all over the hosts in the 
first 20 minutes and had lots of opportu¬ 
nities to go ahead. 

With Nial Rodney and Jake Wooley 
both missing great chances. 

Tividale took the lead on 37 minutes 
when Malachi Farquharson turned his 
marker and fired into the top right-hand 
corner. 

But the game turned in one second 
half minute. 

On 59 minutes Farquharson hit the 
post and straight from the clearance 
Coalville broke and a Tom Byrne cross 
took a deflection for Jack Wooley to stab 
home the equaliser. 

The luck was now with Coalville and 
on 89 minutes a Wooley cross took a 
wicked deflection and ended in the roof 
of the Tividale net to ruin their chances 
of sharing the points. 


Blues 0 Charlton 1 

CHARLTON eased their way out of the Sky Bet 
Championship relegation zone with an excellent 
if unexpected 1-0 win over Blues. 

Captain Johnnie Jackson scored the only goal 
of the game just after the hour-mark as Charl¬ 
ton made it back-to-back victories with their first 
away triumph of the season. 

Blues surprisingly slumped to their fourth 
home defeat of the campaign and at no time did 
they look like repeating their 5-2 mauling of Ful¬ 
ham in their last outing. 


Albion 2 Arsenal 1 

THERE’S no question this was 
the best time to play Arsenal, 
but that should take nothing 
away from Albion’s perfor¬ 
mance. 

The Gunners came to The Haw¬ 
thorns ravaged by injuries, forcing 
them to play left-back Kieran Gibbs on 
the wing. 

Arsene Wenger’s team then lost two holding 
midfielders during the match, as both Francis 
Coquelin and Mikel Arteta hobbled off the pitch. 

Yes, the visitors were understrength, but the 
Baggies recognised that frailty and refused to give 
an unsure Arsenal defence a moment’s peace. 

There were times, especially in the second half, 
when Arsenal were camped in the Albion half, 
sending wave after wave of yellow looking for the 
golden ball. 

But this was a lot less one-sided then many 
predicted. 

In the first half, interceptions and well-timed 
tackles sprang James Morrison, James McClean 
and Stephane Sessegnon away on counter at¬ 
tacks. 

Considering the quality of Arsenal’s players, 
every now and then those tackles will be mis¬ 
timed. 

Dangerous 

Alexis Sanchez — who seemed determined to 
win the whole match by himself — won a couple 
of free-kicks in dangerous positions. One of them 
led to the Arsenal’s goal. 

Mesut Ozil’s inch-perfect ability has caught out 
countless teams recently and his loft wedge on to 
Olivier Giroud’s head was his 11th assist of the 
season and his seventh in a row. 

No doubt it was an emotional goal for the 
Frenchman but he had little time to reflect on 
the situation because, importantly, Albion hit 
back straight away with their own left-footed set- 
piece master. 

Morrison’s volley from Chris Brunt’s free-kick 
looked fortunate at first but watching the replay 
it’s obvious the Scot intended to lift the ball over 
Cech with the outside of his foot. 


Football 


draft in Nicolai Brock-Madsen for his first start 
because Clayton Donaldson was unavailable with 
a groin strain following his goalscoring exploits 
for Jamaica against Haiti in midweek. 

They certainly lacked his goalscoring potential 
as Charlton, looking to build on their 3-1 win over 
Sheffield Wednesday, produced some promising 
play in the early stages to give Blues an early 
warning of a shock result. 

Generally the home side had the upper hand for 
long spells but they could not capitalise on their 


The midfielder now has three goals for the sea¬ 
son and was back to his best against Arsenal. 

Don’t Albion look a better team for it. Two 
weeks ago, the Baggies stuck 10 men behind the 
ball at Old Trafford, leaving Salomon Rondon iso¬ 
lated. When Morrison is on form, he provides that 
crucial link between the big Venezuelan and the 
rest of the team. 

The most eye-catching statistic from the game 
is that Albion only had one shot on target and 
yet scored two. That doesn’t tell the whole story. 

Earlier in the match, McClean had fired the 
first warning shot, jinking inside Alexis Sanchez 
and Hector Bellerin before putting a dangerous 


superiority against a dogged Charlton side who 
are slowly regaining their confidence. 

Jacques Maghoma posed the first threat for 
Blues with a powerful low drive which was ef¬ 
fortlessly scooped up visiting goalkeeper Stephen 
Henderson. 

Blues attempted to swamp Charlton in the sec¬ 
ond period with Demarai Gray forcing a superb 
save from Henderson. 

The best chance of the game fell to Maghoma, 
only for the former Burton player to drill his ef¬ 
fort just wide of the far post. 

It was Lookman who created the breakthrough 
for Charlton in the 61st minute. 


turning from injury and he looked it. 

McClean ran straight past him for the sec¬ 
ond goal, somehow managing to reach Rondon’s 
stabbed through ball on the byline. 

It was the sort of endless endeavour Albion 
fans have come to expect from the Derryman, 
who was by far Albion’s best player on the pitch. 

Apart from the goal, Olsson kept Giroud quiet, 
stopping Arsenal’s creative midfielders from 
bouncing balls off the big man as they surged into 
the danger zone. 

Proving why he’s still a valuable member of the 
squad. Arsenal wasted chances. 


Ease up on 
coach Pulis, 
says Olsson 

ALBION defender Jonas Olsson thinks 
criticism of head coach Tony Pulis is 
harsh. 

Some supporters are unhappy with 
Pulis’s defensive style of play but Olsson 
says it’s all about results for the players. 

Out of the side since picking up a groin 
strain against Everton in September, the 
big Swede was brought into the defence 
for Saturday’s victory over Arsenal be¬ 
cause Gareth McAuley was banned. 

“I think the criticism from the media 
and fans can be a bit negative,” he said. 
“I never understand that as a player. 

“Someone says there needs to be a 
balance between results and entertain¬ 
ment, but for the players it’s 100 per 
cent about the results. 

“He is a good manager, he came in last 
year and is still building a squad. 

“To take over you have to adapt to the 
players you’ve got and the way we play 
now suits us. It’s as simple as that.” 

Olsson was picked ahead of £8 million 
summer signing James Chester to keep 
Oliver Giroud quiet. He did that for the 
majority of the game and nearly scored 
himself with a header that hit the cross¬ 
bar and bounced on the line. 

“That would have been the icing on 
the cake,” said the 32-year-old. “Be¬ 
cause the ref gave something I thought 
it was the goal-line technology but the 
linesman was flagging for offside on the 
rebound.” 

The victory was only Albion’s second 
this season at home, but most of the 
games at The Hawthorns have been 
against tough opposition. 

“I think we’ve had a pretty good sea¬ 
son so far,” said Olsson. “We’ve been 
there or thereabouts, 10th, 11th, 12th, I 
feel we have been quite comfortable. 

“We played a good game before the 
international game against Man United 
and didn’t get anything out of that.” 

Villa fans warned 
security will tighten 

VILLA have issued some guidelines to 
supporters ahead of their forthcoming 
Premier League games as they increase 
security at Villa Park in the wake of the 
Paris terror attacks. 

Starting with Saturday’s home clash 
with Watford, supporters will be sub¬ 
jected to spot checks with metal detec¬ 
tors in the turnstile area, as well as spot 
checks on vehicles. 

All bags will be searched so fans are 
asked not to take one, unless absolutely 
necessary. All fans are asked to arrive no 
later than 30 minutes before kick-off - 
2.30pm for Saturday and approach the 
turnstiles with coats and jackets open. 
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It was significant that Blues were forced to 



Arsenal players are left crumpled on the floor after Mikel Arteta’s own goal gives Albion the lead 

ball across the box. Arsenal’s right-back was re- 
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3 Windows 
Was £890 Now £680 

4 Windows 
Was £1170 Now £890 

5 Windows 
Was £1290 Now £1100 

6 Windows 
Was £1500 Now £1380 
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Windows • Composite windows & doors 
Conservatories • Orangeries 
Porches • Extensions, Carports & Canopies 
Bi-fold & uPVC doors • Repair service 
Timber Doors and Windows 
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